BBPC Weekly BUZZ
September 06, 2019
December 7, 2018

This Week in Worship
Streaming Online @ BBPC.org/LIVE
Sunday, November 28, 10:00 a.m.
1st Sunday of Advent
Rev. Linda Owens Preaching
“To Boldly Go...”
Scripture:
Psalm 25:1-10, Luke 21:25-36
Anthem(s):
God, Reveal Your Presence - Joachim Neander
E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come - Paul Manz

Advent Devotional Gatherings
Join us at our Martinsville Campus on Wednesday evenings in Advent (December 1, 8, 15, & 22) for a devotional time of music, worship, & conversation with the
scriptures as we prepare for the celebration of the birth
of Jesus Christ. Our gatherings will focus on the symbolic
meaning of the advent candles; Hope, Peace, Joy, &
Love. Our last gathering on December 22 will include our
“Blue" Christmas recognition of the burdens many carry
that are particularly heavy during this holiday season.
Plans for streaming these gatherings are uncertain. Tune
in on Sunday for further information.
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THANKSGIVING ZOOM CHAT @ 11:30 AM

Join Pastor Linda TOMORROW, for a chance to wish one another a Happy Thanksgiving

We will gather on Zoom Thanksgiving morning at 11:30 AM. Hope to see you there!
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159677091?pwd=NVJuT2g0U1ZVdVBXTzhxSVl5dXpJdz09
Meeting ID: 841 5967 7091
Passcode: 276762
One tap mobile
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Fair Trade Items
Since the early 2000s, our church’s Mission Outreach Commission has supported small farmers through the sale of fair
trade items. We have done this through the nonprofit organization, Equal Exchange (https://equalexchange.coop). Equal
Exchange works directly with small farmers to help them get
their products to market without all the extra costs of
“middlemen”. In addition, since Ted and Jane’s travels to the
Middle East, we have supported Palestinian farmers who
grow olives and produce the highest quality olive oil. We do
this through Zatoun, another nonprofit organization
(https://zatoun.com). Through the link on this page, you are
able to access an order form if you would like to purchase
any of these items in time for Christmas. If you would like to
receive your order in time for Christmas, please submit your
order by December 10th.
CLICK HERE TO PLACE AN ORDER
A note about the olive and za’atar available through Zatoun: the olive oil is cold pressed, acidity less
than 1%, and is of the highest quality – it should be used for dips, salads, etc. not for cooking.
Za’atar is a middle eastern spice, used in many different ways. Our favorite is with pita bread, spread
with lebne and topped with za’atar.
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HOME Shelter Survey
We greatly appreciate your feedback and support
as we work with HOME of Somerset County, on reopening their emergency shelter program and assisting homeless families in our community. Please
find a survey attached.

CLICK HERE TO TAKE THE SURVEY

Memory And Spirit
Rev. Brooks Smith’s newly published book, Memory
and Spirit is available for purchase for $5. They are
currently in the church office, please call(732-3563575), email (office@bbpc.org), or stop by the office to purchase a copy.

Giving Tuesday
Join us on #GivingTuesday when the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has planned an eight-hour live
stream, spanning from Eastern to Western timezones, designed to entertain, inform and encourage greater giving on Tuesday, November 30. The
virtual event will include worship and reflection,
ministry area highlights, visits from familiar faces,
and in-depth conversations around the work of
Matthew 25. Mark your calendars for what is sure
to be a memorable event celebrating generosity!

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE
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Christmas Poinsettias
It's time to order poinsettias for this year's holiday
services. Poinsettias will be displayed beginning the
weekend of Dec. 18 and 19 for the Lessons and
Carols service and will remain on display until after
the final Christmas Eve service on Dec. 24. You are
welcome to take your poinsettia home after the
Christmas Eve services are concluded or you can
donate your poinsettia to a home bound member.
Order forms are located on the table in the reception area and on PAGE 14 in the Buzz. When you
send your check to the church, please be sure to
write “Poinsettia” in the memo line. Please order by
Dec. 11.

Festival of Lessons and Carols
This traditional service of readings and carols will
be presented on December 19. This service will include contributions from the choir and other musicians.
A form to make monetary donations to help support
this service can be found on the table in the reception area and on PAGE 15 in the Buzz. Remember, you do not have to give a large amount of
money. A lot of small donations add up. Your
names will be listed in the bulletin that weekend.
Any donations for Christmas music that go unused
will carry over to future special services. Please include “Special Music” in the memo line of your
check.

Give the Gift of Warmth
The Deacons are hosting a Coat Drive the month of
November. Please consider donating your new or
gently used coats, scarves, hats and gloves in any
size, and gender.
Donation drop off boxes will be in the Reception
Area inside the church.
WE ARE CURRENTLY IN NEED OF COATS FOR
CHILDREN IN MIDDLE SCHOOL.
Thank you in advance for helping to keep others
warm.
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Meet Our PEB ’21-’22 Students!
The Mission and Outreach Commission would like to
introduce you to the PEB students we as a congregation are supporting through graduation. The pandemic has hit the poorest families very hard, and tuition is
a luxury for all of them. Teachers and students have
worked together to keep students learning at home
without the electronic tools we have used. Without
the scholarships we provide the continued education
would not have been possible. We will meet our students and receive their thanks.
Introducing Nickolika Mustaq
Dear Donor,
I am very thankful to you that you are supporting
me. Me and my parents were worried about my study
expenditures. We use to pray for help, and God has
opened the door for me through your support. I want
to become a professor. Now my dreams will come
true. I will achieve my goal soon. Merry Christmas in
advance. God bless you more!.

Sunday Morning Parking Options
It has come to our attention that there is need for
more handicapped spaces. If you are not in need of
parking close to the church building, please consider parking at a distance. Parking is available behind
the PFC and in the adjoining parking lot to the PFC
building, as well as on Maple Avenue, and in the
cemetery across the street. Your consideration for
the needs of others is greatly appreciated.

Help Is On The Way!
A reminder that if you are in need of help due to
COVID restrictions the Deacons are ready to connect you with the help you need. To get help,
please reach out to Alice Dellmire at 732-744-4473/
aliceadellmire@aol.com or Susan Schiff at (732)
208-0611/ suschiff@gmail.com.
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Youth and Families
Sunday School

Sr. High Camp Johnsonburg Retreat Recap

Our Sunday School students are growing - in numbers and in
their faith! We are so excited to have so many children every
week attending our Sunday School program. During December, our students (aged 3 - 5th grade) will be discovering the
reason for the season - JESUS! All students are invited to join
us at Sunday School each week. This month, we will have
Sunday School on November 28th, December 5th, December
12th. On December 19th, students will stay in worship for a
very special service - Lessons and Christmas Carols! There is
no Sunday School on Sunday December 26th. Merry Christmas!

Youth Group

We may have been small in numbers, but BBPC
was well represented by the eldest VanAntwerp
sisters. At the start of the retreat, the girls reunited
with their summer camp friends, twins Ryan and
Megan. Fun fact, the twins were baptized at BBPC
many many years ago! It was an awesome weekend
spend having fun, learning about how our personalities fit in the enneagram circle, and worshipping
our Lord!

Youth group will resume after the Thanksgiving Day holiday weekend on December 5th. Throughout December,
we will be discussing the Nativity Story. A special Alumni Christmas Party is scheduled for December 19th from 4
-6pm! All in grades 6-12 are invited to participate!

Advent Fun Night Recap
Thank you to all who participated in advent fun night! It was a wonderful night spent with our church family participating in lots of arts and crafts, baking, coloring, and worshipping. What a great way to kick off the advent
season!

Children and Youth Ministries Calendar
November 28th – All Sunday activities open
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REVISED MASK GUIDELINES

Beginning November 17th, the church is making masks optional for those gathering in small group that are non-worship
& non-vocal choir events.

While masks are now optional in small group settings, we continue to encourage you and all small groups to be vigilant
regarding symptoms that maybe COVID related. Please refrain from participating in church gatherings if you are experiencing any of the symptoms of COVID. Also, while we are not requiring vaccination for unmasked participation in
small groups, nor are we asking vaccination status, it is our hope that you have been fully vaccinated if you are medically able.
You may ask what is the definition of “small group”? The church Session chose not to define that numerically as that
varies by the space allotted for your meetings. A best practice would be to define small groups as any group meeting in
a space that allows those gathered to be adequately socially distanced from each other.
We recognize that with the availability of vaccinations for all folks ages 5 and up, and access to boosters for many, that
our health and the health of the community has become a matter of personal responsibility. Making masks optional
doesn’t mean no one wears masks. It simply means that attendees have the option to make the best decision regarding
masks for themselves, and for those around them.
MASKS are still required for Sunday morning worship.
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Operation St Nick is Back
Operation St Nick is part of our emphasis in missions to Love
Local. For over 20 years, we have worked with the Somerset
County Office of the Division of Child Protection and Permanency of the State Department of Children and Families to provide
gifts during the Christmas season for children living in foster
homes. The Mission and Outreach Commission has a list with
the names of 77 foster children, living in Somerset County, for
whom we will purchase gifts this Christmas season. The list is
available through our website or via the link listed below. The
procedure for returning these gifts will be the same as in the
past, we will ask you to drop them off at the church by Sunday
December 12th.

PLEASE CLICK HERE
We are asking that you drop off your gifts on either Saturday,
December 11th or Sunday, December 12th, sometime between
2 — 4 pm. The ramp door will be open; there will be someone
there to receive your gift (without contact). If these times create a problem for you, please call Jane or Ted Settle (908-4204839 or 908-420-4841) and we will make other arrangements
with you.
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Love Local
How to help reduce Food Insecurity in our community
ShopRite Gift Card Program
Your generosity has allowed BBPC to provide love and hope to members of our community in the form of $25
and $50 ShopRite gift cards since the beginning of the pandemic. Whether these cards go to Bound Brook
School families, local immigrants, or families in the wider Somerset County area, they are a huge help to our
neighbors in need. We were hoping that the Covid vaccine, combined with a stronger economy, would reduce
the level of food insecurity by this fall. However, our partner organizations assure us that the need continues; in
some cases, it has increased due to flooding from Ida. In comparison, funding for the gift card program is dwindling. At the current rate of funding, we have enough cards to last through Christmas, but no further. If you would like to support this
program into 2022, please consider donating ShopRite gift cards or, alternatively, making a financial contribution (earmarked
for the Love Local program) that will allow us to purchase the cards at a 5% discount.

Bound Brook Community Food Pantry
BBPC is serving as the interim host for a community food pantry previously operated by the Bound Brook
School District at the LaMonte School. This pantry will eventually move to the Methodist Church on Union
Avenue, once flooding-associated repairs are completed. During the interim period, the pantry will be held
in the PFC gym every Sunday from 1-2:30 PM.
You can help by volunteering to work at the market:
(2) volunteers are needed immediately after the church service to set up tables
(10) volunteers are needed from 12:15 pm-3:15 pm.
Please click the link below to access the Sign-Up Genius and volunteer.

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP
The offering of food and personal care items at the market is primarily supported via the cooperative efforts
of the Branchburg Rotary and BBPC; these items are gleaned from Costco every Saturday and Sunday. Meals prepared weekly by Chef
Jim from some of these items, and food donated by the Giving Garden also will be offered. We also welcome donations from You.


Cereal and Oatmeal



Peanut Butter AND Jelly



Baby Food/Baby wipes



Granola Bars



Spaghetti O’s, Ramen Noodles



Toilet Paper/Paper Towels/Napkins



Small Bags Chips/Pretzels



*Canned Tuna, Chicken



Soap



Pancake Mix and Syrup



Coffee & Tea



*Laundry Detergent



Rice (<5 lb bags)





Dish Soap/Sponges



*Beans (preferably black)

Condiments (mayo, ketchup, mustard)

Household Cleaning Products

Cookies/Crackers

Salad Dressing







Shampoo/Conditioner

Canned Fruit/Cups

Baking Items/Mixes







Toothbrush/Toothpaste

*Flour/Sugar

*Cooking Oil/Vinegar









Other Hygiene Products



Shelf Stable Milk, Juice

* - Items of particular need
Donations will be accepted weekdays from 9:30-1 & 2-4 and Sundays before and after church.
Call the church if you have questions (732) 356-3575 or contact

D’Maris Dempsey @ joedm88@msn.com
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HOME of Somerset County
HOME provides emergency shelter, transitional housing and support services to families throughout Somerset County. Currently, they are partnering with the Somerset
County Department of Human Services to assist high-risk families who have been affected by Tropical Storm Ida. Since these families have been displaced by flooding,
they are struggling with both food insecurity and the lack of a kitchen.
You can help by providing home-cooked or prepared meals that can be heated
via microwave, as well as fresh and prepackaged snacks and drinks; there are no
allergy restrictions. The average family size is 4, with 2 adults, 2 children. Grocery store, Grub Hub, and Door Dash cards also are welcome.
Meals can be dropped off at 98 West End Avenue, Somerville NJ Monday-Friday, 9
AM-5 PM.
No need to call first. If you have questions, please contact HOME via phone: 908-704
-1920 or email: alyssa@homescnj.org or karen@homescnj.org.
You also can support HOME’s work with at-risk families AND maybe win some
cash by purchasing a $10 ticket for their calendar raffle.
The calendar raffle will draw 7 winners each week in November 2021, December
2021 & January 2022. All tickets are re-entered for each weekly drawing, giving ticket
holders multiple chances to win! Each day of the 3-month period has a designated value of $30-$100 and winners will receive a check in the mail after each drawing. Tickets can be purchased by contacting Karen Donohue at the number listed above, or by
stopping at HOME’s office at the above listed address.
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Sunday Morning Group @8:45am

This coming Sunday, Nov 28th our Sunday morning pre-church group will not be meeting but we
will resume our discussion of Matthew Fox’s “Original Blessing” the following Sunday morning. We will read through
Chapter 11, p.131 by that time.

Monday Evening Women’s After Hours Bible Study @ 7:30pm
The Presbyterian Women’s bible study this year is “What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthew’s
Genealogy of Jesus.” Our meeting will be on December 13, at 7:30 pm at the home of Jan Holmlund — 153 Flanders Drive, Hillsborough, NJ 08804. All women are welcome. If you have any questions, please contact Doris Sabin by phone, 732-469-3843.
We will discuss Lesson 4 this month.

The following are dates for the coming year of study: Jan. 24, Feb. 28, March 28, April 25, May 23, and June 13 for our closing
picnic.

Topic: After Hours: Women’s Bible Study
Time: Dec 13, 2021 at 7:30 PM Eastern Time
Place: Jan Holmlund’s home, 153 Flanders Drive, Hillsborough, NJ. 08844

Wednesday Evening Bible Study @ 7pm
There will be No Wednesday Bible Study Nov 24th but we will be resuming the following Wednesday with
an Advent series, details of which will be announced. .
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Thank you!!
to all those who have volunteered each Sunday afternoon to make the
food pantry possible. Our partnership with the Branchburg Rotary and the
Bound Brook School District is truly a Love Local mission!

ShopRite Gift Card Program
Your generosity has allowed BBPC to provide love and hope to members of our community in
the form of $25 and $50 ShopRite gift cards since the beginning of the pandemic. Whether
these cards go to Bound Brook School families, local immigrants, or families in the wider
Somerset County area, they are a huge help to our neighbors in need. We were hoping that the
Covid vaccine, combined with a stronger economy, would reduce the level of food insecurity
by this fall. However, our partner organizations assure us that the need continues; in some cases, it has increased due to flooding from Ida. In comparison, funding for the gift card program
is dwindling. At the current rate of funding, we have enough cards to last through Christmas,
but no further. If you would like to support this program into 2022, please consider donating ShopRite gift cards or, alternatively, making a financial contribution (earmarked
for the Love Local program) that will allow us to purchase the cards at a 5% discount.
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Episode from Emmie

My dear church family,
Things have been… wild since my ordination, so I asked Linda if I could write an “Episode from Emmie” to pass
along what some of my friends call a “praise report and prayer request.
I’ll start with the prayer request. I’m still shocked about this news, and it’s still hard for me to write or say out
loud because it breaks my heart, but here it goes: I’m leaving my current pediatric hospital chaplaincy job as soon
as I have another job. The hospital has left the door open a crack for me to come back later if it works out that
way, but for now, the culture of the chaplaincy department isn’t a fit for me and I am not a fit for it. I’ve spent
months discerning this, and I was holding on tightly to the idea that it could work, but it just isn’t right for now. I
love my patients, families, and staff so much, and I truly do believe my vocation is to work with children and families dealing with serious and life-limiting illnesses. You have affirmed this calling. Others have affirmed it, too.
And yet vocation isn’t the same as a career and the coordinates of a specific hospital. My ordination has given me
courage, including the courage to start again, even when my heart hurts. Your love has strengthened the
knowledge in me that I can walk tall in this world, and your love is part of the reason why I have decided not to
fold into a pretzel. I don’t know how long it will take to find my next post in NY, and it will be interesting(?) to
see what comes next. I would love your prayers at this time: for wisdom for the future, relief from the past, and
gracefulness in the present as I navigate each day.
On a far lighter and more life-giving note, here is the praise report! I’ve gotten to live out my ordination in many
ways that have given me uncomplicated joy and a deep sense of meaning. I’ve gotten to preach as a pulpit supply
minister at multiple churches in the Long Island Presbytery; serve communion multiple times (most happily, to
you!); officiate memorial services and a wedding; be with hundreds of patients and family members in their hardest moments; and I have a stole in my office for the day that I get called to do my first baptism. (A baptism in the
hospital, as you can imagine, is often an emergency one and not a cause for as great a joy as the ways we often
know it to be, but it is deeply meaningful to the families.) Outside of work, I am feeling very much at home in my
neighborhood and apartment. I’ve reunited with my long-time partner Lucas, who is currently looking for jobs in
the NYC area so he can join me out here. My family has remained safe from COVID, and I’ll get to see a few of
them for celebrations throughout the holidays. I’m making new friends and reuniting with old ones in the boroughs, including through a 20s and 30s Christian group in Manhattan. As Linda shared in her sermon on the relationship between gratitude and blessing, there is much to be grateful for. I will keep looking for it. As I said, you
have taught me to stand taller than I knew I could before I met you and you joyfully affirmed that I was, indeed,
called to ministry in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. I’ll use this height to look from a birds-eye view and seek
the beauty that I can already see and that which I cannot yet. Thank you for adding such beauty to my life, too.
I hope to be with you for a Christmas service, and I look forward to seeing you whenever it is that I’ll next get to.
In the meantime, I would love to hear from you! My email is Emmie.f.arnold@gmail.com, and if you’re someone
like me who likes to write snail mail, feel free to ask for my new address. (And if you’re ever visiting the boroughs and want to say hi, let me know and we can try to work something out!).
All my love,
Emmie
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Congregational Bulletin Board

ERAP (Emergency Rental Assistance Program)
Part-time, $20/hr. They are seeking bilingual, but I just noticed in the official announcement, that is
not listed. Somerset County Job. I believe this will be temporary – like 3-4 months starting soon. A
fantastic alternative to holiday retail part-time work. Please spread the word –
especially to the Spanish-speaking church who shares our space.

https://www.co.somerset.nj.us/Home/Components/JobPosts/Job/1175/2372?npage=2
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How to Stream Worship Live Sunday Mornings @ 10 a.m.
There are several ways to join us on Sunday mornings for worship. We are currently streaming on our
BBPC.ORG/Live, Facebook, Roku, Apple TV (4th generation), Amazon Fire Stick, and by phone for sound
only. We are able to do these things through a streaming service called BoxCast. BoxCast works with churches to get their worship services online.

Options for Viewing or Listening:
BBPC.ORG/LIVE – The worship service will be broadcasted live on our webpage and will remain there for
several weeks for viewing.
Facebook - If you have a Facebook account you can find us at B.B.Presbyterian.Church. One of the benefits
of watching through Facebook is that you can interact with other viewers in real-time, passing the peace and
saying “hello” and agreeing in prayer with a hearty “Amen!” If you “like” us on our Facebook page and your
settings on your smartphone allow for notifications from Facebook, you will receive a notification when we
go live!
YouTube We ar e now streaming live and previously recorded worship services on YouTube. Click herehttps://www.youtube.com/channel/ UChCirphSKjJyjBFaZAHewlA or search for BBPC Worship. Subscribe
and you will receive notifications from YouTube about content.
Apple TV (4th generation 4K & HD) – Watch live on Apple TV or view past services. To access you must
download BoxCast from the App Store to your Apple TV. Once in the BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook
Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can be viewed for up to 90 days.

Roku – Watch us live on Roku or view past services. To access you must download the BoxCast app to your
Roku device. Once in the BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can
be viewed for up to 90 days.
Amazon Fire Stick - To access you must download the BoxCast app to your Amazon device. Once in the
BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can be viewed for up to 90
days.
Phone In – The phone-in option for worship has been suspended.
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In Other News…
Caring Minister On Call: Nov 28 - Dec 4: Joan Stryker
Help Is On The Way: A reminder that if you are in need of help due to COVID restrictions the Deacons are ready to connect you with the help you need. To get
help please reach out to Alice Dellmire at 732-744-4473/ aliceadellmire@aol.com
or Susan Schiff at (732) 208-0611/ suschiff@gmail.com.
Joys & Concerns: I n an effort to respect privacy, please email prayer
requests to the church office.
The deadline for sending Buzz articles to the office; is Thursday 1:00pm.

CONTACT US:
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9am-4pm
Church Office : office@bbpc.org
Linda Owens: linda@bbpc.org
Courtney Rzeplinski: courtney@bbpc.org
Ben Berman: ben@bbpc.org
Cemetery Office: cemeteryoffice@bbpc.org

Check-In(s) and Chat(s)
THANKSGIVING ZOOM CHAT, 11:30 AM :
Join Pastor Linda on Zoom tomorrow, Thanksgiving Day, for a chance to wish one another a
Happy Thanksgiving.
THURSDAYS @ Noon
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159677091?pwd=NVJuT2g0U1ZVdVBXTzhxSVl5dXpJdz09
Meeting ID: 841 5967 7091
Passcode: 276762

TO RESUME ON DECEMBER 2ND
Pastor Linda is hosting an opportunity to check-in with one another during the week via
ZOOM. Follow the link to join:
THURSDAYS @ Noon
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86244157832?pwd=bEpoc3dXNEdqQzE3MzFNaUc2dm5rdz09
Meeting ID: 862 4415 7832
Passcode: 315520

Follow us: Facebook @ B.B.Presbyterian Church & Instagram @ bbpresby
bbpc.org
The Bound Brook Presbyterian Church
409 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805
To contact us email office@bbpc.org or phone (732) 356-3575
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