BBPC Weekly BUZZ
September 06, 2019
December 7, 2018

This Week in Worship
Streaming Online @ BBPC.org/LIVE
Sunday, October 24, 10:00 a.m.
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Linda Owens Preaching
“Love, Loyalty, & Complacency”
Scripture:
Ruth 1:1-18, Revelation 3:14-22, Mark 10:46-52
Anthem(s):
Christus factus est pro nobis - Anton Bruckner
Performed by the BBPC Adult Choir
He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands - Moses Hogan

Performed by Francis Quilang

Sunday Morning Parking Options
It has come to our attention that there is need for
more handicapped spaces. If you are not in need of
parking close to the church building, please consider
parking at a distance. Parking is available behind the
PFC and in the adjoining parking lot to the PFC building, as well as on Maple Avenue, and in the cemetery
across the street. Your consideration for the needs of
others is greatly appreciated.

1

COVID Safety
The members of the choir take Covid safety very seriously, and have met recently with the Covid Response
Team to discuss safety measures surrounding our very
risky activity, namely, singing. We wish to assure the
congregation that we take their safety into consideration,
and in light of the fact that we sing directly in front of
them week after week, thought it helpful to inform you
that all adult singers are fully vaccinated.

All Saints Day Celebration –
November 7
On Sunday, November 7th we will be celebrating All
Saints Day, remembering those who have been an
inspiration to us and who have entered in eternal
glory joining the Great Cloud of Witnesses. Their
lives still speak, still inspire, still encourage us toward hope and faithfulness. We will be collecting
framed photos and brief stories of those who remain an inspiration even though they are no longer
physically present. We will also be remembering
those members of the church who passed during
the COVID pandemic. Your photos and stories will
be displayed on tables set up in the sanctuary on
November 7th and will be streamed as part of a
photo collage during worship. If you are unable to
be physically present with us, please email your
photos with a brief (no more than would fit on a
note card) story to
office@bbpc.org. We ask that you get your photos
to us by Monday, November 1st.
Reminder: November 7th is a communion Sunday.
If you are worshipping from home, please have
bread and juice/wine on hand to celebrate the sacrament with us.

Give the Gift of Warmth
The Deacons are hosting a Coat Drive the month of
November. Please consider donating your new or
gently used coats, scarves, hats and gloves in any
size, and gender.
Donation drop off boxes will be in the Reception
Area inside the church.
Thank you in advance for helping to keep others
warm.
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Meet Our PEB ’21-’22 Students!
The Mission and Outreach Commission would like to
introduce you to the PEB students we as a congregation are supporting through graduation. The
pandemic has hit the poorest families very hard,
and tuition is a luxury for all of them. Teachers and
students have worked together to keep students
learning at home without the electronic tools we
have used. Without the scholarships we provide
the continued education would not have been possible. We will meet our students and receive their
thanks.

Meet Mehwish Iraheem
I a Mehwish Iraheem. I would like to express my
thankfulness for sponsoring me. My mother is
working as a maid. It was very difficult for her to
pay my school fee with limited resources. Now with
your support I can attempt my pre-board examination with confidence. Thank you!

Help Is On The Way!
A reminder that if you are in need of help due to
COVID restrictions the Deacons are ready to connect you with the help you need. To get help,
please reach out to Alice Dellmire at 732-7444473/ aliceadellmire@aol.com or Connie Sopko at
732-469-0994/ connie.sopko@yahoo.com.
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Youth and Families
BBPC Youth Group is on SNAPCHAT! Follow us @bbpcyouthgroup
Our Sunday School Students met this week to learn more about John The Baptist. We found out some funny
things about him, like his scraggly appearance and his appetite for locusts and honey. We made our own locust creations
to take home
and eat!

Children and Youth Ministries Calendar
October 24th – Sunday School 10:20am-11:20am, Youth Group 4-6pm
October 30th – Special Event for youth gr oup – *CAPTURE THE PUMPKIN* Time TBA
October 31st – *Halloween party* for Sunday School students!
Come to church in costume. No youth group.
*SAVE THE DATE* November 21st 4-5:30pm will be ADVENT FUN NIGHT for all of our church members and families! We will be creating advent wreaths, making crafts, and enjoying a day of fellowship

Child Protection Policy Training Dates:
All children and youth volunteers, a mandatory training on the church's updated Child Protection Policy will
be held on October 24th and November 7th after worship. All volunteers need to complete this one
hour training by the end of 2021 to be eligible to participate in the children and youth ministry programs in the
future. The church thanks you for your time and dedication to keeping our children and youth safe.
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Love Local
How to help reduce Food Insecurity in our community
The flooding caused by Tropical Storm Ida has further heightened the level of food insecurity felt by our community
during the Covid pandemic. You can help combat this issue by supporting these Love Local efforts:
ShopRite Gift Card Program
Since the beginning of the Covid pandemic, BBPC has provided ShopRite gift cards to local
organizations, including the Bound Brook School system, Casa de Esperanza, the Somerset
County Food Bank, and HOME of Somerset County. These organizations have repeatedly
expressed how grateful they are for this program, and how much help these cards provide to
families struggling with food insecurity. You can support this program either by donating
ShopRite gift cards, or by providing a financial contribution, which allows us to purchase the gift cards at a 5% discount.
Bound Brook Community Food Pantry
BBPC is serving as the interim host for a community food pantry previously operated by the
Bound Brook School District at the LaMonte School. This pantry will eventually move to the
Methodist Church on Union Avenue, once flooding-associated repairs are completed. During
the interim period, the pantry will be held in the PFC gym every Sunday from 1-2:30 PM.
You can help by volunteering to work at the market: 7 volunteers are needed for each of
2 shifts (12:15-2:15 PM and 1:15-3:15 PM). Please click the link below to
access the Sign-Up Genius and volunteer for a shift(s).

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP
The offering of food and personal care items at the market is primarily supported via the cooperative efforts of
the Branchburg Rotary and BBPC; these items are gleaned from Costco every Saturday and Sunday. Meals
prepared weekly by Chef Jim from some of these items, and food donated by the Giving Garden also will be
offered. We also welcome donations from You.


Cereal and Oatmeal



Peanut Butter AND Jelly



Baby Food/Baby wipes



Granola Bars



Spaghetti O’s, Ramen Noodles





Small Bags Chips/Pretzels



*Canned Tuna, Chicken

Toilet Paper/Paper Towels/
Napkins



Pancake Mix and Syrup



Coffee & Tea



Soap



Rice (<5 lb bags)





*Laundry Detergent



*Beans (preferably black)

Condiments (mayo, ketchup,
mustard)



Dish Soap/Sponges



Cookies/Crackers



Canned Fruit/Cups



*Flour/Sugar



Salad Dressing



Household Cleaning Products



Baking Items/Mixes



Shampoo/Conditioner



*Cooking Oil/Vinegar



Toothbrush/Toothpaste



Other Hygiene Products

* - Items of particular need
Donations will be accepted weekdays from 9:30-1 & 2-4 and Sundays before and after church.
Call the church if you have questions (732) 356-3575 or contact
D’Maris Dempsey @ joedm88@msn.com
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Love Local

HOME of Somerset County
HOME provides emergency shelter, transitional housing and support services to families
throughout Somerset County. Currently, they are partnering with the Somerset County Department of Human Services to assist high-risk families who have been affected by Tropical
Storm Ida. Since these families have been displaced by flooding, they are struggling with
both food insecurity and the lack of a kitchen.
You can help by providing home-cooked or prepared meals that can be heated via microwave, as well as fresh and prepackaged snacks and drinks; there are no allergy restrictions. The average family size is 4, with 2 adults, 2 children. Grocery store, Grub
Hub, and Door Dash cards also are welcome.
Meals can be dropped off at 98 West End Avenue, Somerville NJ Monday-Friday, 9 AM-5
PM.
No need to call first. If you have questions, please contact HOME via phone: 908-704-1920
or email: alyssa@homescnj.org or karen@homescnj.org.

You also can support HOME’s work with at-risk families AND maybe win some cash
by purchasing a $10 ticket for their calendar raffle.
The calendar raffle will draw 7 winners each week in November 2021, December 2021 &
January 2022. All tickets are re-entered for each weekly drawing, giving ticket holders multiple chances to win! Each day of the 3-month period has a designated value of $30-$100
and winners will receive a check in the mail after each drawing. Tickets can be purchased
by contacting Karen Donohue at the number listed above, or by stopping at HOME’s office
at the above listed address.
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Sunday Morning Group @8:45am
This coming Sunday we will continue the discussion we had regarding Brooks Smith’s book Mind and Spirit by sharing our own stories of spiritual
development. He had suggested that we try writing out in a page or two our memories of an event that has proved to be critical in our spiritual
lives. If we feel comfortable sharing that story it is encouraged that you do so. But, of course, there is no pressure to be anything but a listener if
that is your preference. We hope you will join us.
We are now able to have people join our in-person session by using Zoom :
Topic: Sunday Morning Class
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87189936472?pwd=VDByL3UyOUFFRUlEVWhoU0dWNCt1QT09
Meeting ID: 871 8993 6472
Passcode: 004795
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Monday Evening Women’s After Hours Bible Study @ 7:30pm
The Presbyterian Women’s bible study this year is “What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of
Jesus.” Our meeting will be on October 25, at 7:30 pm at the home of Jan Holmlund — 153 Flandeers Drive, Hillsborough, NJ 08804. All women
are welcome. If you have any questions, please contact Jane Settle by phone, 908-420-4839.
Because of the “tech” problems we had with the first lesson in Sept., we will try to complete lessons 1 and 2. Please bring with you to share with
the group, pictures of your grandmothers (first lesson), and also a picture of a wedding party, your own or one of a family member or friend
(second lesson).

The following are dates for the coming year of study: October 25, Nov. 22, Dec. 13, Jan. 24, Feb. 28, March 28, April 25, May 23,
and June 13 for our closing picnic.

Topic: After Hours: Women’s Bible Study
Time: Oct 25, 2021 07:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Place: Jan Holmlund’s home, 153 Flanders Drive, Hillsborough, NJ. 08844

Wednesday Evening Bible Study @ 7pm
For the next several weeks we will be discussing the book of Isaiah. Given its length as one of the longest books in the Old Testament, we will be
concentrating upon selected verses that will give us an understanding of why Isaiah is considered among the most important of all the books in
our Bible.
We will conduct our Bible study via Zoom, the meeting information is:
Topic: Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/98503500331?pwd=RjV1UnZxWjRTL0hqS3pmMkZNdy92Zz09
Meeting ID: 985 0350 0331
Passcode: 805306
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
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Session Highlights
In addition to its regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, October 19th, the session met this
month for a Saturday morning retreat via Zoom on October 15th.
The highlights for Tuesday’s meeting are as follows:


The Session welcomed Jamie Breeding, treasurer of the Christ Church Congregation to discuss the flood repairs
and insurance coverage issues related to flood damage from tropical storm Ida. Our session continues to work
with Christ Church to move forward with a “soft merger” that will result in a title transfer of their church property and assets, as well as a transfer of members to BBPC. We expect this transfer to be complete within the next
month.



Session reviewed a draft budget for 2022 focused on expense requests from the various commissions. This budget reflects a $33,000 increase in expenses from 2021. This aspirational budget will set the goal for our 2022
Stewardship Campaign.



Session began a conversation looking at our endowment and the philosophy of its use. A presentation was made
by clerk of session, Steve Decker, which will serve as a guide to ongoing discussions.



Membership reported that it is in process of reviewing the membership role. Session approved a “definitive”
membership role after auditing several membership lists that were out of sync with each other. The current active
membership is now 482. A letter will be going out within the week to those individuals on the list who have been
inactive in recent years inviting them to re-engage with the church, but also offering them the opportunity to
change their membership status.



The Cemetery Committee reported that the masonry work on the cemetery building is progressing. The back patio has been completed and is much improved. The cemetery is doing well financially.

September Finance Report

8

Congregational Bulletin Board

Executive Director for Somerset County Food Bank Position
The Somerset County Food Bank is currently recruiting for the above referenced position.
The position would entail the following:
Working closely with the Board of Directors
Overseeing all operational aspects of the organization
Coordinating and training of four (4) employees and over 50 volunteers
Deliver high quality food bank services
Maintaining the fiscal integrity of the agency
Development of competent and engaged staff and growing the organization
Understanding the trends in the field and the vision to recommend new strategies
Passionate, collaborative, and tech-savvy with a minimum of seven (7) years of leadership
If you are interested in this position, or know of anyone who would be a good candidate, please contact
Cheryl Dolida at: cdolida14@gmail.com, or 732-742-6876.
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MASKS REQUIRED FOR INDOOR GATHERINGS (again)

As you are no doubt aware increasing number of COVID cases due to the delta
variant are climbing throughout the country, as well as here in New Jersey and
even in our local area. This has prompted the CDC to advise that all people, regardless of vaccination status, wear masks while indoors in public spaces
where the vaccination status of those present in unknown. In addition, the infection rate, which we have used as our main marker for mask-free gathering, has
risen in NJ and locally in both Somerset and Middlesex counties above 1% mark,
signaling to both the Response Team and Session that it is time to return to wearing masks at all indoor gatherings on the church campus including worship. This
will go into effect immediately.
We appreciate your support and your patience in this matter. It is our strong conviction that taking appropriate precautions, protects us all and contributes to the
overall cause of defeating the COVID 19 virus and its variants.
A word from Pastor Linda: I have begun marking the time during this pandemic
in COVID months, which seem longer and more arduous than a month in
“normal” time. Just when the way forward begins to come into focus and we dare
to plan ahead, the numbers shift, new variants emerge, a return to previous precautions are advised. Plans made become plans changed. I am tired of it. Perhaps
you are too. But I urge you, as I remind myself, to hang in there. Find the joy in the
present moment, even while the battle to defeat COVID and return to “normal”
continues. Fight the good fight. This Sunday’s epistle lesson from Ephesians reminds us that we are “members of one another.” We are charged with the command to love one another, to weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who
rejoice, to care for the common good, rejecting selfishness in favor of generosity.
And so we are reminded that our precautions are not just for our own safety, but
for the safety of each other, our neighbors and the most vulnerable among us. As
recording artist, Carrie Newcomer, reminds us, “We can do this hard thing.”
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How to Stream Worship Live Sunday Mornings @ 10 a.m.
There are several ways to join us on Sunday mornings for worship. We are currently streaming on our
BBPC.ORG/Live, Facebook, Roku, Apple TV (4th generation), Amazon Fire Stick, and by phone for sound
only. We are able to do these things through a streaming service called BoxCast. BoxCast works with churches to get their worship services online.

Options for Viewing or Listening:
BBPC.ORG/LIVE – The worship service will be broadcasted live on our webpage and will remain there for
several weeks for viewing.
Facebook - If you have a Facebook account you can find us at B.B.Presbyterian.Church. One of the benefits
of watching through Facebook is that you can interact with other viewers in real-time, passing the peace and
saying “hello” and agreeing in prayer with a hearty “Amen!” If you “like” us on our Facebook page and your
settings on your smartphone allow for notifications from Facebook, you will receive a notification when we
go live!
YouTube We ar e now streaming live and previously recorded worship services on YouTube. Click herehttps://www.youtube.com/channel/ UChCirphSKjJyjBFaZAHewlA or search for BBPC Worship. Subscribe
and you will receive notifications from YouTube about content.
Apple TV (4th generation 4K & HD) – Watch live on Apple TV or view past services. To access you must
download BoxCast from the App Store to your Apple TV. Once in the BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook
Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can be viewed for up to 90 days.

Roku – Watch us live on Roku or view past services. To access you must download the BoxCast app to your
Roku device. Once in the BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can
be viewed for up to 90 days.
Amazon Fire Stick - To access you must download the BoxCast app to your Amazon device. Once in the
BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can be viewed for up to 90
days.
Phone In – The phone-in option for worship has been suspended.
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In Other News…
Caring Minister On Call: Oct 24 - Oct 30: Lou Ruprecht
Help Is On The Way: A reminder that if you are in need of help due to
COVID restrictions the Deacons are ready to connect you with the help you need.
To get help please reach out to Alice Dellmire at 732-744-4473/
aliceadellmire@aol.com or Connie Sopko at 732-469-0994/
connie.sopko@yahoo.com.
Joys & Concerns: I n an effort to respect privacy, please email prayer
requests to the church office.
The deadline for sending Buzz articles to the office; is Thursday 1:00pm.

CONTACT US:
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9am-4pm
Church Office : office@bbpc.org
Linda Owens: linda@bbpc.org
Courtney Rzeplinski: courtney@bbpc.org
Ben Berman: ben@bbpc.org
Cemetery Office: cemeteryoffice@bbpc.org

Check-Ins and Chats
Lunch & Conversation with Pastor Linda to resume soon

Follow us: Facebook @ B.B.Presbyterian Church & Instagram @ bbpresby
bbpc.org
The Bound Brook Presbyterian Church
409 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805
To contact us email office@bbpc.org or phone (732) 356-3575

12

