BBPC Weekly BUZZ
September 06, 2019
December 7, 2018

Reverse Advent Calendar Drive
This Week in Worship
Streaming Online @ BBPC.org/LIVE
Baptism of The Lord
Sunday, January 10, 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Brooks Smith Preaching
“Holy Spirit Baptism”
Scripture:
Genesis 1:1-5, Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11
Anthems:
At the River
Performed by: Maria Hladczuk

PW in the Presbytery
‘Morning Tea Together’ by Zoom
Bring your cup of tea and join Presbyterian Women
in the Presbytery on Saturday morning, January 23,
at 9:30 a.m. to celebrate our recent mission connections, projects, and partnerships. This “tea” is our
opportunity to visit with our PW sisters before the
reorganization of New Jersey presbyteries on
March 1, and to ask questions about our PW future.
To register, contact Doris Sabin
(dorissabin@gmail.com) for the Zoom meeting
information.
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Youth and Families
SPARK Sunday School – resumes Sunday at
11:30! Children ages 4-fifth grade can join as we
learn about Joseph and his brothers! Please use
the Zoom link below and we hope to see all kids
there!
https://zoom.us/j/94110490324?
pwd=L0Y2Y0FlUUVoMnViSVA1Sjl3TWIxUT09

Attention Youth Group!
Are you bummed out that we didn’t have a retreat
in December? We couldn’t go on a retreat last
year, but this year, we are going to turn things
around and bring the retreat to us! 2020 might
have been the year where most things weren’t possible, but 2021 will be the year where everything Is
-Possible.
From February through May, we need YOU to be a
part of the Is-Possible Mission Force and help save
the world from injustice and evil. That’s right- it’s
not just a single weekend but four months of action
-packed missions and adventures together with all
your friends from Youth Group. Each month you
and your select team of fellow IMF (Is-Possible Mission Force) Agents will follow clues and tackle challenges to keep the world safe!
Interested? Find out more and sign up at
https://www.imfretreat.org!

Sadie's Sweets
Sadie Zeiner-Morrish is still making a difference during the pandemic by baking and donating all proceeds to other non-profit organizations that help
people in need. You can now choose from one of four
organizations when you order baked goods from
Sadie's Sweets.
Here is an update from her website: A lot of the
volunteering I did when I was younger took
place in urban areas of New Jersey, teaching
nutrition and healthy eating classes in after
school programs at schools there. Partnering
with Team Walker this spring, I was able to donate the funds of Sadie's Sweets to families in
Jersey City who couldn't afford groceries due
to the pandemic. This winter we are branching
out, and as well as sending funds to Team
Walker, we are also donating to three more organizations, both to fight the spread of Covid
and racial injustice.
Go to her website for more information and to place
an order: https://www.sadiessweets.org/
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Giving Smart—Giving More
We want to be ‘wise as serpents and innocent as doves.’ We want to be smart and effective in our giving. When you go to irs.gov and find Publication 590-B, you will find
regulations for Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) that must be taken by those
who have IRAs.
“The age beginning mandatory distribution is changed to age 72 for IRA owners reaching age 70.5 after Dec.31, 2019.” (Page 1)
Those of us over age 72 must generally take RMDs. These funds are counted as income
and we must pay taxes on them. Unless… we donate them through a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD).
“A qualified charitable distribution is generally a non-taxable distribution made directly
by the trustee of your IRA to an organization eligible to receive tax-deductible contributions.” (p.13)
This means that you can receive a tax deduction by making contributions from your
IRA—most of us no longer find it advantageous to itemize so this is the tax smart way to
make charitable donations. If you donate $1000 from your IRA and you are in the 25%
tax bracket, you save…And then you can, if you choose, donate more.
The Stewardship Commission
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LETS KEEP HOPE GROWING
We Need Your Help!
2021 Annual Stewardship Drive Update
As of January 3rd your Stewardship Commission has received 94 pledges totaling
$311,710 toward our 2021 goal of $325,000. To everyone w ho has made their 2021
pledge we extend a warm and sincere thank you. Your commitment makes it possible for the
church officers to plan and execute the annual budget and to support our dedicated staff and
church mission.
If you have not yet made your 2021 pledge, we really need your help to achieve our
goal. If you have previously contributed to the church but have not made an annual
pledge, please affirm your support for BBPC and pledge for 2021 by January 17th.
To date we have experienced a decline in the number of pledges for 2021 in comparison to past years. All pledges no matter the amount are important to achieving our
goal. We are only about $13,000 short of our goal and every contribution will help
close this gap. Remember that your pledge amount is not a legal commitment but a
statement of your intent in support of your church. If you need to adjust your pledge during the
year - no worries. Simply notify the Stewardship or Finance Commission by email or leave a note
in the Stewardship/Finance mailbox church office.
If you are new/newer member of BBPC and have any questions about stewardship and the
pledge process, please contact members of the Stewardship Commission, leave a note in the
stewardship mailbox in the church office, or send email to stewardship@bbpc.org and will we
reach out to you. As new/newer members you are vital to our growing church and its evolving
mission.
Please return your pledge card by mail or drop off at the church office mail slot. You may also
complete your pledge by completing your pledge online. You may access the online 2021 pledge
form below.

YOU CAN MAKE A PLEDGE ONLINE NOW
Your Stewardship Commission,
Bill Heller, Commission Chair, wheller19@yahoo.com
David Blakely, blakeleydm@yahoo.com
Wayne Fabricius, wnfabricius@yahoo.com
Doug Rayner, raynerhome@comcast.net
Brooks Smith, smithjbrooks25@gmail.com
Judy Wahrenberger, LARJAW@gmail.com
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Fair Trade Items
Since the early 2000s, our church’s Mission Outreach Commission has supported small farmers
through the sale of fair trade items. We have done
this through the nonprofit organization, Equal Exchange (https://equalexchange.coop). Equal Exchange works directly with small farmers to help
them get their products to market without all the
extra costs of “middlemen”. In addition, since Ted
and Jane’s travels to the Middle East, we have supported Palestinian farmers who grow olives and produce the highest quality olive oil. We do this
through Zatoun, another nonprofit organization
(https://zatoun.com).

CLICK HERE TO PLACE AN ORDER

Love Local
Love Local Volunteers Needed
We are looking for volunteers to deliver food to various families/individuals in the Bound Brook
area. We received a request from Beth Fischer, asst. Superintendent of schools in BB to help out
with this endeavor. Deliveries would be made every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 12 noon to
2 PM. This is similar to deliveries we made this past summer. You would not be required to deliver all
3 days, only when it is convenient for you. Beth will let us know when the program will begin. This is
another way to give back to Love Local.
Please email cdolida@msn.com if you are interested in volunteering

Loving Local - Food for Local Families
We are happy to report that, thanks to your generosity, our ShopRite gift card program continues to
enable us to deliver $1,000 worth of cards each week to our partner organizations in the community.
Also, it is worthwhile to note that we are able to purchase cards directly from ShopRite at a 5%
discount. So your cash contributions go even further as we buy the cards from ShopRite.
We have also supported the Food Pantry that the Bound Brook Schools have established for their
kids’ families. Specifically we have redirected some of the food in the Deacons’ food pantry residing
inside our church building over to the school for use in their program, as well as staffing the weekly
food distribution efforts with BBPC volunteers. Another great outreach in our Love Local ministry!
How we can help: Contributions of any amount are w elcome. These can be mailed to the
church and will be dispersed through a dedicated account, principally to purchase ShopRite gift cards.
Please put “ShopRite Card” or “Love Local” on the comment line of your check.
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ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES:
Sunday Morning Group @8:45am
We will be discussing the past week's devotionals found in our Advent Devotional booklet .
Our group is very informal and we welcome everyone, even if you just feel like listening. There is absolutely no pressure on anyone to offer up
comments on anything since, as Presbyterians, we never have a lack of opinions. Join us by accessing the Zoom link below.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85068113633?pwd=VEQ2OWlvbFEzV2l0aE9VekFWU1krUT09
Meeting ID: 850 6811 3633
Passcode: 238540
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Monday Evening Women’s After Hours Bible Study via Zoom @ 7:30pm
“Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament.”
The After Hours Bible study will continue on Monday, January 25, with Chapter 5 of the study, “Lamenting Life.” The main
idea of this chapter is that sometimes it is life, rather than death, that is cause for lament. Please consider joining with us
for this year of studying laments in the Old and New Testaments and how lamenting can bring us closer to our God.
We will meet by Zoom at 7:30 PM.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/94336702127?pwd=OC9PeTdOR0ZyMWFHZGhLOWpJM1lwQT09
Meeting ID: 943 3670 2127
Passcode: 230191
+19292056099 (New York)

Wednesday Evening Bible Study with Lou Ruprecht @ 7pm
We are continuing our study of the gospel of John. We are focusing on those portions unique to John and not found in Matthew, Mark, and
Luke. It's important to know that our Bible study does not presume any familiarity with Scripture. No one is called upon nor is there any expectation that anyone is to offer anything. But despite that, we get wonderful comments from our attendees. So, we warmly invite any folks who have
not participated in Bible study before to give it a try. We meet via Zoom every Wednesday at 7 pm and go for about one hour.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/98503500331?pwd=RjV1UnZxWjRTL0hqS3pmMkZNdy92Zz09
Meeting ID: 985 0350 0331
Passcode: 805306
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Thursday Morning Bible Study @ 10:30am
We will gather via Zoom to discuss Amy Jill Levine’s book, Sermon on the Mount. Books
can be ordered through Amazon. Rev. Linda Owens will be leading the discussion.
Hope to see you there!
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92046726437?pwd=YnZLOUlQU2dZTzhIL0hyUVNVbHpsUT09
Meeting ID: 920 4672 6437
Passcode: 597383
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
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What’s the chance that BBPC would have two members that grew up in the
same small upstate NY community? One hundred percent if a brother and a
sister were both members! And so it is that Wayne Fabricius and his sister,
Gail Fabricius Smith, both grew up in Troy and, later, Latham, NY. Wayne
was the last of the three Fabricius children. Similar to Gail, he recalls that
his mother was an exceptional seamstress performing custom alterations at
a ladies clothing store and eventually becoming the office manager for a
family dentistry practice when the children went off to college. His dad was
the general manager of a shirt factory back when clothing was actually
made in this country, not an Asian country with poor people working for
pennies.
Though baptized in the Presbyterian church, Wayne grew up in the United
Methodist Church in Latham where he participated in Sunday school and
youth group. Though baptized in the Presbyterian church, Wayne grew up
in the United Methodist Church in Latham where he participated in Sunday school and youth group. Wayne
loved baseball as a kid and recalls going to Yankee games with his dad. He particularly remembers the 1963
World Series between the Yankees and the L.A. Dodgers which did not end well for a Yankee diehard!
Wayne recalls that high school was an exciting time. He was on the tennis team and played the trumpet in the
school orchestra and the marching and concert bands. Living not too far from VT, Wayne was involved in
school and church ski club activities and spent a fair bit of time at Killington and Mt. Snow. Somehow he still
found time for the debate team, the school paper, and the German club. The space race in the fifties convinced
Wayne that he should become an engineer and, fortunately, his excellence in math and science, made that vision more than a mere possibility.
Following graduation from high school in 1964, Wayne matriculated at Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI)
in Worcester, MA from which he graduated in 1968 with a degree in electrical engineering. Fortunately, following graduation from college, Wayne did research that summer at AT&T/Bell Labs in Holmdel for which
he was rewarded by having the company finance his masters degree in electrical engineering which he obtained in 1969 from Cornell University. Though working full time over the years for the various permutations
of Bell Labs, Wayne’s love of learning caused him to pursue a doctoral degree which he received in 1980
from the NYU Engineering College. His doctoral thesis was on digital signal processing which happily coincided with the work he was doing for Bell Labs. Wayne jokingly summed up what he was doing professionally as, “solving problems you didn’t know you had in a way you couldn’t understand.”
Wayne described his work life as involving three general components - 10 years of very technical work which
included electronic system design, voice/data communication and eventually the internet, 10 years of planning
new networking products and systems and 20 years of executive management which took him often to Europe, Asia, and the Americas where he was involved in product management for wireline and wireless networks. In the 2000’s, as a VP of business development for Lucent, Wayne led a global team of 300 people. In
1997, Wayne was involved in the spin-off of AT&T Network Systems and Bell Labs to form Lucent Technologies and in 2006, the planning of a merger with Alcatel, a network technologies company headquartered in
France. Working as he was during these years did not prevent Wayne from engaging in additional education.
He did numerous internal university courses as well as business management executive education at Stanford
and Harvard universities.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Continued
Wayne retired in 2006 with a million business miles in air travel under his belt! Regarding his work-life,
Wayne remarked, “I enjoyed my career very much - dealing with different cultures was very challenging. I
especially enjoyed the opportunity to travel in China, Japan, and India. I also worked for about 18 months in
Italy - my favorite country to visit - and had a six-month assignment in Silicon Valley leading to the acquisition of a small high tech company and a number of other acquisitions from my home base in NJ. I did turn
down an opportunity to lead a very large team based in Saudi Arabia - my family was unwilling to move
which I fully understood. After 41 years I was ready to retire.”
Wayne was married to his wife, Nancy, for thirty years prior to their divorce in 2001. They lived in Colts
Neck and are the parents of two children, Peter and Alexandria. Peter, 40, is single and has lived in Portland,
OR for the last 4 years. Though trained as a gemologist, Peter is involved in a farm-to-table enterprise that
produces healthy food products. Alexandria, 30, is a certified nursing assistant and lives in Monmouth County
with her partner, Kyle, and their two-year-old son, Lorenzo. After his divorce, Wayne moved to a condo in
Green Brook where he could be closer to Gail and Brooks, to his office at Lucent headquarters in Murray Hill,
and to Newark Liberty Airport. That, not surprisingly, led to Wayne joining Watchung Avenue Presbyterian
Church where Brooks served as senior pastor. Wayne served on session and was a member of the pastoral
search committee after Brooks retired. Staff changes at Watchung Avenue PC led to Wayne eventually transferring his membership to BBPC in 2016.
Meanwhile, enter Hope Dolan. Hope is a retired school teacher whose husband died in his early fifties.
Wayne and Hope met in 2005 and have been together ever since. Together, we all know, means different
things to different people. Hope lives in Lebanon (NJ!) and Wayne continues to live in Green Brook, but they
treasure time and space together as a result of many common interests and the bonds that have developed.
These interests include gardening, Broadway and regional theater (Papermill, George St. Playhouse, McCarter
Theater), concerts (NJ Symphony at the Mayo Center), lecture series at Drew University, travel (Europe and
the US) and yoga which Hope taught and they aspire to do 2-3 times per week. Despite the many activities
they engage in, Wayne continues to find time to read and watch movies. Occasionally, we are happy to see
Hope with Wayne in the pews of BBPC.
We regulars at BBPC probably know Wayne mostly from the recent, highly-successful capital campaign that
he headed and which has resulted in so many obvious (stained glass window repair) and many less obvious
(new boilers, new air conditioning) and so many more improvements to our beautiful church edifice. By the
time we are able to worship again in the sanctuary, the stained glass windows will have been reinstalled. So,
wear your sunglasses! But Wayne has been involved in so much more. Wayne served on session from 20172019. He headed the stewardship commission in past years and is actively involved in our current stewardship
campaign. Wayne has been on the cemetery committee for 4 years and is presently in the process of digitization of the cemetery records which involves scanning 40,000 paper records that go back to the 1860’s! He is
hoping to implement a cemetery management system and is 3/4 of the way through the creation of a digital
map of the cemetery.
Seems like Gail Smith has the outside of the church covered and Wayne is working hard on the inside. I’m
wondering if there are any other potential transferees from Latham United Church that might like to join
BBPC?
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Reverse Advent Calendar Drive

Thank you, thank you, thank you
to all who participated in the reverse
Advent calendar found at the beginning of the Advent Devotional. Our daily
contributions of a can or a box of one item or another has filled 34 carton
boxes with non-perishable food items that will surely be appreciated by
families in Bound Brook experiencing food insecurity! Yay, church!!! The
boxes are being distributed through the Bound Brook school systems to
particularly needy families. Thanks also to our faithful deacons who not only
prepared boxes of food but have once again spearheaded the distribution
effort to fill the bellies of our church neighborhood. Loving Local keeps the
Christmas spirit alive into 2021!!
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Congregational Bulletin Board
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How to Stream Worship Live Sunday Mornings @ 10 a.m.
There are several ways to join us on Sunday mornings for worship. We are currently streaming on our
BBPC.ORG/Live, Facebook, Roku, Apple TV (4th generation), Amazon Fire Stick, and by phone for sound
only. We are able to do these things through a streaming service called BoxCast. BoxCast works with churches to get their worship services online.

Options for Viewing or Listening:
BBPC.ORG/LIVE – The worship service will be broadcasted live on our webpage and will remain there for
several weeks for viewing.
Facebook - If you have a Facebook account you can find us at B.B.Presbyterian.Church. One of the benefits
of watching through Facebook is that you can interact with other viewers in real-time, passing the peace and
saying “hello” and agreeing in prayer with a hearty “Amen!” If you “like” us on our Facebook page and your
settings on your smartphone allow for notifications from Facebook, you will receive a notification when we
go live!
YouTube We ar e now streaming live and previously recorded worship services on YouTube. Click herehttps://www.youtube.com/channel/ UChCirphSKjJyjBFaZAHewlA or search for BBPC Worship. Subscribe
and you will receive notifications from YouTube about content.
Apple TV (4th generation 4K & HD) – Watch live on Apple TV or view past services. To access you must
download BoxCast from the App Store to your Apple TV. Once in the BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook
Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can be viewed for up to 90 days.

Roku – Watch us live on Roku or view past services. To access you must download the BoxCast app to your
Roku device. Once in the BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can
be viewed for up to 90 days.
Amazon Fire Stick - To access you must download the BoxCast app to your Amazon device. Once in the
BoxCast App, search for Bound Brook Presbyterian Church. Worship Services can be viewed for up to 90
days.
Phone In – The phone-in option for worship has been suspended.

11

In Other News…
Caring Minister On Call: Jan 10 - Jan 16: Carol Wilson
Help Is On The Way: A reminder that if you are in need of help due to
COVID restrictions the Deacons are ready to connect you with the help you need.
To get help call Susan Schiff at (732) 208-0611 or email her at suschiff@gmail.com.
2020 Advent Devotional: Click Here
Joys & Concerns: I n an effort to respect privacy, please email prayer
requests to the church office.
Please send Buzz articles to the church office; due on Thursday 1:00pm.
Office Hours Monday - Friday 9am-4pm
Tim Smith’s Email address: music@bbpc.org
Church Office Email address: office@bbpc.org

Check-Ins and Chats
Pastor Linda is hosting two opportunities to check-in with one another during the week via
ZOOM, a video conferencing app. Follow the link and enter the passcode to join us.

THURSDAYS @ Noon
Lunch & Conversation with Linda
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81759813656?pwd=NENRbTBZUzEzL09mWk9lTTVKV1htUT09

Meeting ID: 817 5981 3656
Password: 453439

Follow us: Facebook @ B.B.Presbyterian Church & Instagram @ bbpresby
bbpc.org
The Bound Brook Presbyterian Church
409 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805
To contact us email office@bbpc.org or phone (732) 356-3575
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