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January Sabbath

This Week in Worship
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.
&
Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
The Rev. Linda E. Owens, preaching

“Team Work”
Scriptures:
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21
Adult Choir
“O For a Closer Walk”

Annual Meeting of the
Congregation, January 27

Please join us this Sunday after worship for a
celebration of God’s work among us, in us and
through us as we look back at 2018 and ahead to
2019. The festivities will begin with a light lunch in
the reception area, followed by the annual meeting
to be held in the church sanctuary. The meeting
will begin promptly at 11:45.

Prayer Group

All are welcome to join us in conversation and
prayer this Sunday at 4 PM in the reception area as
we share our frustrations and our insights regarding
the current challenges we face as a nation. This is
not a partisan gathering, but simply a safe space to
wrestle with our hopes and fears, in light of our
faith.

BBPC Youth
Youth Group

Thanks to those who completed the survey. We will
be taking your feedback to plan upcoming youth
group activities. Top votes went to laser tag and
movie night. Also, we want to take action on hunger,
and climate change, and volunteer at an animal
shelter.
If you haven't completed the survey yet, it is not too
late! Help us plan for the new year. Let us know
what you want to do and when you want to do it
by completing this survey.
Games and conversation in the cave this week,
5-7 p.m. N ext w eek, join us to w atch the first
half of the Super Bowl!
Coming soon, LASER TAG. Stay tuned!

Confirmation

Confirmation classes will be starting again on Sunday, March 17th! This class is open to all youth who
have completed at least the eighth grade and are interested in becoming members of BBPC. The class
will run weekly until Pentecost (June 9). If you are
interested please contact Sally Zeiner
(sally@bbpc.org) or Bill Dettelback
(billdett@gmail.com)!

Spark Sunday School

Bound Brook Presbyterian Church uses a workshop
rotation model for Sunday School, which means that
we spend four weeks with each Bible story so that
children have time to truly understand them. We
enjoy science, art, cooking, and creative drama lessons.
During the month of January, we will continue to
explore Epiphany. In February, we’ll explore the story
of the wise and foolish builders.
January 27: Art
If your child(ren) will be attending Sunday School
this year and you have not yet registered them for
Sunday School, please take a moment to complete
this form.

After Hours Bible Study

After Hours Bible Study will meet next on Monday,
January 28 at the home of Joan Bloomer at 7:30
p.m. We will be covering Lesson 5 of “God’s Promise: I
Am With You”. Questions? Please call Jane Settle
(908-420-4839).

January Sabbath

The CE Commission is encouraging everyone to
partake in January Sabbath. We will be offering
evenings to come together for food, fellowship,
reflection and education.
We will be meeting Wednesday January 30 from
6:30-8:30 at the church for first a light soup
supper then time for all to gather. The focus of
the discussions will be prayer - it's many
components, ways to pray, history and personal
sharing. Please come to one, or both of the next
sessions!
Sign up sheets are available for dinner (We need
24 hours notice for dinner reservations). If you are
just coming for the discussion, no sign up is
necessary.
We are looking forward to seeing you there as we
turn inward in reflection and outward in fellowship
during the cold, dark month of January.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Prayer Shawl Ministry will not be meeting for its
regularly scheduled meeting. Instead, all members
are encouraged to join final evening of
Sabbath, Wednesday, January 30. A light
supper is offered at 6:30 followed by short devotions
time. This Wednesday, following the devotions, we
will have the experience of walking a labyrinth in the
PFC. It will be a prayerful meditational time. Please
sign up on the sign-up sheet in the reception area if
you plan to attend the supper, or notify Kathy Hobbs
at kathyahobbs6@gmail.com, 908-380-0307. We
hope you join us.

First Friday

The Men’s Group, First Friday, will next meet on
Friday, February 1st in the Cave at 6:30. Pizza, a
variety of beverages and good conversation (and
perhaps a few good stories!) $5. per person.
Please let Dave Oliver know if you plan to attend
by Wednesday, January 30th. 908-705-6821 or
dmoliver@optimum.net

Be the Church

The lectionary readings have been presenting us
with the Apostle Paul’s writings in 1 Corinthians
about what it means to be the church. First, we
read that we are ALL gifted by God through the
Holy Spirit with talents and passions meant for the
COMMON GOOD. This week Paul will remind us that
each person’s gifts are of great value, and in fact
necessary for our life together. There is therefore,
no room for competition or comparison among us.
And finally, next week we will be reminded that the
greatest gift we can receive and nurture among us
as a family of faith is LOVE. With these lessons in
mind, it is important we make room for each other
to explore and exercise our gifts for the common
good of the church family and the community.
There is no telling what we will be able to
accomplish as a congregation when everyone has
the opportunity to share their ideas, to offer their
talents, to pursue their passions, to work side by
side for the greater good. This is how God works;
through us, in us and among us.
In the coming weeks you can expect to see a
column in The Buzz entitled HELP WANTED. Our
commissions, groups and staff will be encouraged to
post opportunities for service. Our goal will be to
encourage those who have been sitting on the sidelines looking to get into the game, an opportunity to
find a place to serve. It is also our hope to
encourage those with ideas, opportunities or
connections that might be a good fight for BBPC, to
connect with those in a position to help vet and
move these new ideas forward.
Of this I am certain, there are a wealth of gifts,
talents and passions sitting in our pews waiting to
be brought forward. Let’s make room for all to
participate in the life and work of the church.
Peace,

Pastor Linda

SOSSS (Share our Stories,
Strengths, Struggles)

will meet on the second and fourth Wednesday
mornings from 10 to 11:30.
February 13 Topic: Families and Funeral
Planning. Discussion Leader: Pastor Linda Owens
Feb 20 will be a planning session for future topics
including outside speakers on Health Care, Elder
law and Pets and Vets.
We meet in the Reception Area and the coffee is
hot.

Adult Mission Trip:
February 18-22, 2019

Once again we have an opportunity to put together
an Adult Mission Trip. This year we will not be
traveling south for ASP. We will stay right here in
New Jersey and help re-build homes impacted by
Super Storm Sandy. We will be assigned work by
the Super Storm Sandy Rebuilding Program (or
SBP). There is also a volunteer host site at Camp
Evans where we can stay for the week. This
project comes to us through PDA (Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance).
If you are interested speak to John Almendinger or
email jjodinger@optonline.net. He will send you
links that will explain more.

Latest news from Friends of
PEB Inc. and Presbyterian
Education Board in Pakistan

A Big Thank You!
There are so many reasons to celebrate the events
of 2018. In the review of our 2018 Christmas
Campaign season, there are even more reasons to
rejoice. Thanks to you, we are celebrating the
following:


"Fill the Classroom" campaign for Martinpur
Boys' School was FULLY FUNDED!



Martinpur Matching Campaign received $180,00
of the needed $230,000!



Sargodha Girl's Dormitory, Phase II received
$26,500!



48 scholarships were renewed and 6 new scholarships were received!

All good things! As we move into 2019, the
Martinpur Matching program will continue until our
goal is met. Please share this news with friends and
family. Together, we can make a bigger impact!

Session Highlights – January 8 & 15, 2019
The Session met twice in January in preparation for the Annual Meeting to be held January 27 at 11:45
AM. Highlights of those meetings are as follows:
Phyllis Hazen (treasurer) introduced session to a new Payment Requisition Form to be used by all
commissions when requesting payments or reimbursements. Copies of this form can be found in the
church office in the session/deacons’ mailbox in the slot on the lower left side. Requests must be
signed by the person making the request and the elder chair of the commission responsible for the
budget item.
Dave DePierro, elder and coordinator of our FISH Hospitality Team, reported that BBPC will be stepping
away from hosting duties in 2019 to reassess our relationship with the program and evaluate interest
among church members. Members of the congregation will be invited to participate in conversation
about our future with this program.
Amendments to the by-laws of our church corporation were approved for recommendation to the
congregation at our annual meeting. Amendments to the by-laws must be approved by the
congregation.
Building & Grounds reported that the church finally received a permit for renovation work on our PFC
kitchen. Work is also slated to begin mid-January on the new HVAC system.
Worship & Music reported that necessary repairs on the organ were done in December at a cost of
$3,500. Session agreed to pay for the repairs from a memorial fund specifically for worship and music needs.
Mission reported that $3,000 was wire transferred to a pastor in Pakistan for a Christmas Food program
that provided meals for 150 families. This is the second year we have done this through a contact
made by Nagina Thomas.
The Session approved the 2019 Budget as presented by the Finance Commission. At the annual meeting
January 27, the budget will be presented to the congregation to be received. You can find the budget
in the Annual Report.
The Session also approved for recommendation the Pastor’s Terms of Call (Rev. Linda) to be presented
to the congregation for approval. You can find the Terms of Call in the Annual Report.
The cemetery reported an act of vandalism and theft which occurred on or before January 10. A stone
covering on one of the columbariums was destroyed and the cremains stolen from one of the niches.
The Bound Brook Police were called immediately and are investigating the matter. Our insurance will
cover damage to the columbarium. We are stunned and sadden by such an act.

Dennis Costain, the superintendent of the cemetery for seventeen years gave notice in mid-December
and has retired from his work effective January 4. We are so grateful to Dennis for his many years of
service. Anyone who had cause to need the services of the cemetery, who had to bury a loved one,
knows the kindness and compassion with which Dennis did his work. We wish Dennis well in this next
chapter in his life and pray that it is filled with joy, adventure and kindness returned.
Dennis was not interested in a public goodbye, but I am sure he would love to hear from you by card or
note, which may be sent to the church office to be forwarded to him.

In Other News …
Caring Minister On Call: January 27-February 2: Doris Sabin
Cemetery Lot holders: The Lot holders meeting at the Cemetery w ill be at 11:30 on Sunday,
February 3 in the Freeman Chapel at the cemetery.
Hearing Aids for use during w orship: Located near the church office or available from any
usher
Will Church be Canceled due to weather? W henever there are predictions of possible snow
and ice over the weekend, how will you know if church is cancelled? Any change to the church
schedule will be posted on the website towards the bottom of the home page, under WHAT’S HAPPENING. If for any reason you are uncomfortable coming out in the inclement weather, please stay
home and be safe. Please check the website for updates….bbpc.org
Spark Sunday School: I nterested in volunteering? Email sally@bbpc.org
Chair Yoga Class—Join us!
Come join us, Monday at 9:00-10:00 am in the preschool classroom. Cost: $40 for 8
weeks. In addition, an 8 week Wednesday Class (12:00-1:00 pm) began on January 9, 2019.
USHERS NEEDED!!!I f you have a passion to serve BBP C, one of the simplest w ays you can do
this is by becoming an USHER! We are currently in need of 2 Ushers to serve at our Sunday services. The more Usher teams we have, the more time you’ll have between “rotations”.
There are only TWO requirements for this position: Friendly and Welcoming! “Newbies” will be
paired with more seasoned “team mates”, so have no fears.
Please feel free to contact Adriana Biedermann at bied318@gmail.com. OR just come see me at
church, I’ll probably be ushering!
Key Fobs: P lease return unneeded key fobs to the church office. Thank you
Flower chart: The 2019 Flow er chart is posted outside the office.
Please send articles for the Buzz to Sharon: Sharon@bbpc.org with a copy to Martha:
office@bbpc.org
Buzz articles are due by Thursday at 3:00. Thank you

Weekly Calendar
Friday

7:00 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

BBP Railroad Club
AA

Saturday

5:00 p.m.

Worship

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Worship, Church School
Children’s Choir
Youth Group

Monday

9:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

Chair Yoga
After Hours Bible Study
AA

Tuesday

10:45 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Adult Choir
Staff Meeting
AA

Wednesday

12:00 noon
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Chair Yoga
January Sabbath
NA

Thursday

9:30
6:45
7:00
7:30
8:00

Silence Seekers
Adult Handbells
Boy Scout Troop #41
Adult Choir
AA Meditation

Friday

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

First Friday
BBP Railroad Club
AA

Follow us: Facebook @ B.B.Presbyterian Church

&

Instagram @ bbpresby

The Bound Brook Presbyterian Church
409 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805
To contact us email office@bbpc.org or phone (732) 356-3575

