
 
 

 

 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 5, 2023                               10:00am 
  

 

       
WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE       Fugato Johann Georg Albrechtsberger 

(1736-1809) 

TOLLING OF THE STEEPLE BELL  

  

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: God said, "Let there be light." 

ALL: And there was light. 

ONE: Jesus said, "I am the light of the world." 

ALL: And the light shone in the darkness. 

ONE: Jesus said, "You are the light of the world." 

ALL: And the light shall not be quenched. 

 

 

*HYMN #401   Here in This Place [vv. 1-3]    GATHER US IN 

*OPENING ACCLAMATION  

ONE: Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

ALL: Alleluia!  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

    

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION - unison  

Almighty God, you have called us to bring out the best in the world around us,  

to be bold in our faith, to share your love with those around us.  

We have failed your command. We choose conflict.  

We choose laziness. We choose excuses.  

Forgive us for rejecting the identity that you offer us freely,  

for rejecting the work of your Holy Spirit in our hearts.  

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

ONE: Even when we fail, even when we are not perfect,  

          God still claims us. God still calls us by name.  

          God still places God’s Spirit upon us. 

ALL: We are known and loved and forgiven. Amen.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
*CELEBRATION OF GRACE                      CELTIC ALLELUIA 

 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     

 

PSALTER – Psalm 112 

 

 Refrain 

 
 

 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 

 and have great delight in God’s commandments! 

 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

  the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

 Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

  and their righteousness will last forever. Refrain 

 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 

  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

 It is good for them to be generous in lending 

  and to manage their affairs with justice. 

 For they will never be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. Refrain 

 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 

 Their heart is established and will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; 

  they will hold up their head with honor. 

 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; 

  the desires of the wicked will perish.  Refrain 

 

      

 

 



 
GOSPEL READING -  Matthew 5:13-20                   

Response after reading:  

 ONE: The Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 ALL: Thanks be to God!    

  

   

SERMON     Living the Life                       Rev. Linda Owens 

                                 

HYMN #459       O Word of God Incarnate, v. 3 MUNICH    

 

O make your church, dear Savior, 

a lamp of purest gold 

to bear before the nations 

your true light, as of old; 

O teach your wandering pilgrims 

by this our path to trace, 

till, clouds and storms thus ended, 

we see you face to face. 

  

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

           Introduction 

           Questions to the New Members 

           Question to the Congregation: 

Elder: Will you, as members of the Presbyterian Church of Bound Brook, receive Sharon 

Dougherty and Mary Mild into this community of faith with an open and joyful spirit as a 

fellow disciple of Jesus Christ; supporting her with your prayers and with your 

fellowship?  

Congregation:  We will. 

 

            Prayer of Welcome (unison) 

Gracious God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people, 

    and for gathering us into the body of Christ. 

We thank you for choosing to bring Sharon & Mary into fellowship and communion 

with us. 

Together, may we live in your Spirit, 

    love one another and reach out into your world with compassion. 

Bless each of us with a renewed sense of commitment to you 

    as we continue the journey of faith throughout our lives, 

    and may the support of this congregation strengthen each of us for service. Amen. 

  

           Welcome (Unison) 

With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you into Christ’s church to share with us in 

ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Lead Me, Lord       Garth Edmundson (1892-1971) 

 

         Lead me, lead me, lead me Lord. 

         Lead me in Thy righteousness, 

         O Lord, make Thy ways plain before my face. 

         Thou, O Lord, it is Thou who makest me to dwell, 

         Dwell with Thee in safety. 

         Lead me, lead me lead me Lord. Amen. 

  

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  

  

 INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

         

            THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  ONE: The Lord be with you. 

  ALL:  And also with you. 

  ONE: Lift up your hearts. 

  ALL: We lift them up to the Lord 

  ONE: Let us give our thanks and praise to the Lord our God. 

  ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

          SANCTUS

 
 

 

 



 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD & THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

 

COMMUNION ANTHEM In Remembrance   Buryl Red (1936-2013) 

 

  In remembrance of me, eat this bread. 

  In remembrance of me, drink this wine. 

  In remembrance of me, pray for the time 

when God’s own will is done. 

 

  In remembrance of me, heal the sick, 

  In remembrance of me, feed the poor. 

  In remembrance of me, open the door, 

and let your neighbor in; let them in. 

 

  Take, eat, and be comforted, 

  Drink, and remember, too, 

that this is my body and precious blood 

shed for you. 

 

  In remembrance of me, search for truth. 

  In remembrance of me, always love. 

  In remembrance of me, don’t look above, 

  But in your heart, look in your heart. 

 

  Do this in remembrance of me. 

  

  COMMUNION PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE  

ONE: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 

 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

BENEDICTION RESPONSE  Take, O Take Me as I Am  TAKE ME AS I AM 

 
 

POSTLUDE The Call to the Feast, from Three African Dances Montague Ring* (1866-1956) 
  
 

*Montague Ring is the pseudonym of the British opera singer, music teacher, and composer Amanda Aldridge. She 

was the daughter of African-American actor Ira Frederick Aldridge, and studied voice under Jenny Lind at the Royal 

College of Music in London. As a composer, she embraced themes of Black life and history, and as a teacher, she 

was influential in many young African-American artists, including Roland Hayes, Marian Anderson, and Paul 

Robeson.  

 
 

 

The flowers today were given by Kathy Hobbs to the glory of God  

and in honor of the BBPC Family 

         

 

 
LEADING IN WORSHIP: Reader: Jamie Breeding 

     Clarinet: Soren Decker 

           Anthems: BBPC Adult Choir 

             Director of Christian Education: Courtney Rzeplinski 

     Director of Music: Benjamin T. Berman 

     Pastor, Head of Staff:  The Rev. Linda E. Owens 

     Technician: Dan Luna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
To whom much is given, much will be required … Luke 12:48 

 

Please consider what you have to give in time, talent and treasure 

to God’s work in the world through the church. 
 

Financial gifts and 2023 Pledges should be sent to the church at … 

 

409 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, NJ 08805 
or you can give online at 

BBPC.ORG/GIVING 
or 

TEXT (732) 641-8448 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bound Brook Presbyterian Church 

409 Mountain Avenue 

Bound Brook, NJ  08805 

www.bbpc.org 

732-356-3575 

http://www.bbpc.org/

