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Bringing It Home   March 5, 2023 

 
John 3:1-21 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 
ruling council.  2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if 
God were not with him."  3 Jesus replied, "Very truly I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless they are born again. "  4 "How can someone be born when they 
are old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother's 
womb to be born!"  5 Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the king-
dom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.  6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, 
but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You 
must be born again.'  8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit."  9 "How can this be?" Nicodemus asked.  10 "You are Israel's teacher," said Je-
sus, "and do you not understand these things?  11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what 
we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our 
testimony.  12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then 
will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?  13 No one has ever gone into heaven 
except the one who came from heaven-- the Son of Man.  14 Just as Moses lifted up the 
snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who be-
lieves may have eternal life in him."  16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  17 For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.  18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not be-
lieve stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God's 
one and only Son.  19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people 
loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  20 Everyone who does 
evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be ex-
posed.  21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen 
plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 
 



Bringing It Home - Personal Devotion or Small Group Questions 
 
1. What comes to mind when you here the word “Gospel”?  How 

was that word explained to you?  How did you learn it?  How 
would you explain it to someone else? 

2. Read Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus in John 3:1-21.  John 3:16 
is one of the most well know verses in all of the Bible...but no-
tice...Jesus speaks these words in the context of a conversation 
with Nicodemus.  Nicodemus didn’t have it all figured out.  What 
in these verses jumps out to you as significant? 

3. Notice that Nicodemus comes to Jesus at night...when it’s 
dark...and all alone.  What might be the significance of that? 

4. Nicodemus is a religious person.  He's asking all kinds of ques-
tions of how to “get right with God”.  He’s not so different than 
us.  Nicodemus is asking “what do I need to do?”  Jesus responds 
with the beautiful words of John 3:16-17 that reminds us that in 
Christ, the work of getting right with God has been done for us.  
Do vs Done.  What’s the difference? 

5. Nicodemus shows up 2 additional times in the John.  He shows up 
in John two more times...at two very significant moments.  The 
first is in John 7:50-53.  The second is in John 19:38-41.  Read 
both of those.  John seems to be making a point to us by telling 
Nicodemus’s story.  What seems to have changed in Nicodemus 
after that night in John 3:16? 

6. What would begin to change in you if you began to move away 
from a “what must I do” mindset in your relationship with God to 
one that embraces the words of Jesus in John 3:16-17 that reminds 
you “it’s been done?” 

 



Let’s Pray This Week! 
 

Lenten Prayer 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
Amen 
 
Collect for Sunday, March 5 
 

Heavenly Father, it is Your glory always to have mercy.  Bring back all who 
have erred and strayed from Your ways; lead them again to embrace in 
faith the truth of Your Word and to hold it fast; through Jesus Christ Your 
Son our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Prayer For Newness of Life in Christ 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness 
and put upon ourselves the armor of light now in the time of this mortal 
life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great humility, that 
in the Last Day, when He shall come again in glorious majesty to judge both 
the living and the dead, we may rise to immortal life; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Evening Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me 
all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 
me.  Amen. 



 
 

 

 

 
February 5 ~ $13,782.00 

February 12 ~ $10,197.00 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Ministry Budget Giving  

February 5 ~ $13,782.00  

February 12 ~ $10,197.00  

  
2023 Ministry Budget Giving Toward Goal of $796,219.14 

                                            
  Required Weekly                                          $15,023.01 
  Received  Last Week                                    $10,197.00 
  YTD Required                                             $105,161,07 

Lenten Potluck dinners (March 8 and March 22) 
Please bring a dish to share & join us at 5:30 pm for a meal together pri-
or to worship.  
 
Easter Egg Hunt 
Save the date - Saturday, March 25 -  10:00 am - 12:00 pm. Kids of all 
ages through 5th grade.  Decorating eggs for everyone! 
*We are looking for some volunteers to help stuff/fill the eggs 
on Sunday, March 12  between 11:00 am - 12:30 pm (for whatever 
amount of time you are available). We will meet in the Community 
Room. Thank you! 
*Please sign up to help the day of (March 25) by bringing breakfast 
snacks, helping at a table to decorate eggs. and help cleaning up. 
*Parents - please bring hard boiled eggs for your children to decorate. 
Everything else will be provided. 
 Any questions please contact Mary Wellington. Mary@stjohnsop.com 


