
4536 South Buffalo Street 
Orchard Park, NY  14127 

www.stjohnsop.com 
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Matthew 5:13-20 

 13 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how 
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to 

be thrown out and trampled by men. 
 14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 

 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 
put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 

 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

 17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. 

 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the  
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disap-

pear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 
 19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever practises and teaches these commands will be 

called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the 

kingdom of heaven. 
 

. 



Bringing It Home - Personal Devotion or Small Group Questions 
 
1. Contract or Covenant?  In worship this past Sunday, we compared and 

contrasted a Contract vs. Covenant mindset when it comes to relation-
ships with others (marriage, kids, grandkids, important relationships): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 A.  What results might a Contract Mindset have on relationships? 
 B.  Why is a Covenantal Mindset better? 
 
2. Most of the world around us operates with a Contract Mindset, which 

has often shaped how Christians think about their relationship with Je-
sus:  God must have a Contract Mindset when it comes to a relationship 
with me.  However, the Scriptures remind us all over the place that Je-
sus has not established a Contract with us...He’s done something 
better...He’s established a Covenant Faithfulness toward us.  Re-read 
the Covenant Mindset list, with Jesus as the voice talking to you.  
What’s something in that list you haven’t thought about before in your 
relationship with Him? 

 
3. The reason a Covenant Mindset (which is the biblical one by the 

way...there isn’t a Contract Mindset toward us and our right standing 
before God anywhere in the Bible) is so critical, is because it changes 
our purpose in the world.  How does a Covenant Mindset change how 
we think about our lives as Jesus’ people in the world? 

 
4. Read Matthew 5:13-20...but read it with a Covenant Mindset.  Maybe 

go back and re-read Matthew 5:1-12, too.  How does the tone of what 
Jesus is calling us to do change with a Covenant Mindset? 

A Contract Mindset: 
-if you do, then I will 
-failure changes contract 
-up to this point, I’m in 
-trial period 
-what’s my out? 
-how am I feeling? 
-where’s greener grass? 
-Consume & Accumulate 

A Covenant Mindset: 
-when you don’t, I will 
-I’m planning on failure 
-beyond this point, I’m in 
-auto renew 
-what’s an out? 
-I’m in regardless 
-the grass need water 
-Sacrifice & Submit 



Let’s Pray This Week! 
 

Epiphany Discipleship Season Prayer 
 

O God, You have made yourself known to all nations in the person of Your 
Son.  Grant us a right knowledge of Him, that we would abandon the   
darkness of this world, and embrace the joy of His heavenly light.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Sunday, February 5 
 

O God, our loving Father, through the grace of your Holy Spirit you plant 
the gifts of your love into the hearts of your faithful people.  Grant to your 
servant soundness of mind and body, so that they may love you with their 
whole strength and with their whole heart do these things that are pleas-
ing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Prayer For Newness of Life in Christ 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness 
and put upon ourselves the armor of light now in the time of this mortal 
life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great humility, that 
in the Last Day, when He shall come again in glorious majesty to judge both 
the living and the dead, we may rise to immortal life; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  Amen. 



~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

2023 Ministry Budget Giving 
 

January 1 ~ $15,244.00  
 

January 8 ~ $19,690.00  
 

 


