
4536 South Buffalo Street 
Orchard Park, NY  14127 

www.stjohnsop.com 

Bringing It Home     December 18, 2022 
 
Exodus 15:1-21 
 
Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, 
“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
2  The LORD is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, 
my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
3  The LORD is a man of war; 
the LORD is his name. 
4  “Pharaoh’s chariots and his host he cast into the sea, 
and his chosen officers were sunk in the Red Sea. 
5  The floods covered them; 
they went down into the depths like a stone. 
6  Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, 
your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy. 
7  In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; 
you send out your fury; it consumes them like stubble. 
8  At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; 
the floods stood up in a heap; 
the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 
9  The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, 
I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. 
I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 
10  You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; 
they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
11  “Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? 
Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 
12  You stretched out your right hand; 
the earth swallowed them. 
 



13  “You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; 
you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 
14  The peoples have heard; they tremble; 
pangs have seized the inhabitants of Philistia. 
15  Now are the chiefs of Edom dismayed; 
trembling seizes the leaders of Moab; 
all the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. 
16  Terror and dread fall upon them; 
because of the greatness of your arm, they are still as a stone, 
till your people, O LORD, pass by, 
till the people pass by whom you have purchased. 
17  You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, 
the place, O LORD, which you have made for your abode, 
the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established. 
18  The LORD will reign forever and ever.” 
19 For when the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his horsemen went into the 
 sea, the LORD brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the people of Israel
 walked on dry ground in the midst of the sea. 20 Then Miriam the prophetess,  
the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women went out  
after her with tambourines and dancing. 21 And Miriam sang to them: 
 
“Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

 
Bringing It Home - Personal Devotion or Small Group Questions 
 
1. Were you ever part of a team that won an important game, match or 

championship? When was it, and what part did you play?  
2. When nations experience significant political or military victories, the 

story of those victories will often become engrained in the culture for 
centuries to come.  Usually, those stories will be retold in various ways, 
whether in history books or artwork. Can you think of some examples 
of significant victories in America’s past that are retold in art and cul-
ture? 

3. Exodus chapter 15 comes just after God’s people cross the Red Sea on 
dry ground, and Pharaoh’s army is swallowed up in the water. The peo-
ple’s response is to sing of what God has done. Read Exodus 15:1-21 
and talk about what stands out to you.  

4. It’s notable that the people sing all about God in this song. It’s not 
about how they feel, it’s about what God has done. What are some of 
the specific acts of God the people sing about, and what significance do 
those events hold?  



5. The people don’t sing about their own power, but rather that God has 
brought his power to them. Advent is a season in which we consider God’s 
power coming to earth in Christ—power to save us from the sin that pur-
sues us like pharaoh and his army. In that since, Advent, and then Christ-
mas share a certain energy with Moses’ song by the sea—God’s people 
singing of what God has done for them. What changes for the church when 
we view this season as a victory celebration?  
 

Let’s Pray This Week! 
 

Advent Discipleship Season Prayer 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, 
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!  Amen. 
 
Collect for Sunday, December 18 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the 
sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  



2022 Ministry Budget Giving 
Toward Goal of $806,756 
As of Sunday, December 4 

 
Required Weekly $15,514.54  
Received  Last Week $12,053.00 

YTD Required  $760,212.46  
          YTD Received               $627,366.41             


