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Bringing It Home   December 11, 2022 
Psalm 31:1-24 

1In you, LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in 
your righteousness.  2Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock 

of refuge, a strong fortress to save me.  3Since you are my rock and my fortress, for 
the sake of your name lead and guide me.  4Keep me free from the trap that is set 

for me, for you are my refuge.  5Into your hands I commit my spirit; deliver me, 
LORD, my faithful God.  6I hate those who cling to worthless idols; as for me, I trust 
in the LORD.  7I will be glad and rejoice in your love, for you saw my affliction and 

knew the anguish of my soul.  8You have not given me into the hands of the enemy 
but have set my feet in a spacious place.  9Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am in  

distress; my eyes grow weak with sorrow, my soul and body with grief.  10My life is 
consumed by anguish and my years by groaning; my strength fails because of my 
affliction, and my bones grow weak.  11Because of all my enemies, I am the utter 
contempt of my neighbors and an object of dread to my closest friends-- those 

who see me on the street flee from me.  12I am forgotten as though I were dead; I 
have become like broken pottery.  13For I hear many whispering, "Terror on every 

side!" They conspire against me and plot to take my life.  14But I trust in you, LORD; 
I say, "You are my God."  15My times are in your hands; deliver me from the hands 
of my enemies, from those who pursue me.  16Let your face shine on your servant; 

save me in your unfailing love.  17Let me not be put to shame, LORD, for I have 
cried out to you; but let the wicked be put to shame and be silent in the realm of 

the dead.  18Let their lying lips be silenced, for with pride and contempt they speak 
arrogantly against the righteous.  19How abundant are the good things that you 

have stored up for those who fear you, that you bestow in the sight of all, on those 
who take refuge in you.  20In the shelter of your presence you hide them from all 

human intrigues; you keep them safe in your dwelling from accusing tongues.  
21Praise be to the LORD, for he showed me the wonders of his love when I was in a 
city under siege.  22In my alarm I said, "I am cut off from your sight!" Yet you heard 

my cry for mercy when I called to you for help.  23Love the LORD, all his faithful 
people! The LORD preserves those who are true to him, but the proud he pays back 

in full.  24Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.  



Bringing It Home - Personal Devotion or Small Group Questions 
 
1. Are you the kind of person who uses an instruction manual, or the kind 

of person who figures it out on your own?  Maybe share a time when 
you didn’t use an instruction manual and really wished you had! 

 
2. Who is someone or something in your life that has given you guidance, 

or guided you to do something?  Maybe guided you away from      
something that could hurt you?  Or maybe guided you toward       
something or someone that could really help you?  

 
3. Read Psalm 31:1-5 together and answer these questions.                 

Psalm 31:3 says that “You are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of 
your name lead and guide me.” 

 a.  What do you think it means that God is my rock and my fortress? 
 b.  What do we mean when we ask God to lead and guide me? 
 
4. We all need guidance so that we know where we are going.  We all 

need guidance so that we make good decisions.  We all need guidance 
so that we don’t make bad decisions!  We all need guidance so that we 
can help others and not hurt others!  The Bible is a wonderful gift Jesus 
has given us to bring us guidance.  The Bible guides us, helps us, and 
teaches us.  The Bible guides us so that we know where we are going!   

 a.  What is something that you have learned from the Bible that has 
       helped and guided you? 
 b.  What is something you would like to learn from the Bible to help 
       and guide you right now? 
 
5. Read the poem Up-Hill by Christina Rossetti (on the next page).  The 

poem is a beautiful imagined conversation between someone who is on 
a journey, unsure of what is to come, and asking questions (unitalicized 
questions) and a guiding voice who already knows outcome, is certain 
of the destination, and provides peaceful & hopeful guidance along the 
way (italicized responses).  Christina was a writer who lived in the 
1800’s.  She was also a Christian, and many have suggested that she is 
imagining an ongoing conversation with the Lord in a question-answer, 
back & forth format in the poem (I’m asking the questions, the Lord 
through His Word is providing me the answers).  What in that back and 
forth exchange is comforting, encouraging, hopeful, etc. to you? 



Up-Hill, by Christina Rossetti 
 

Does the road wind up-hill all the way? 
   Yes, to the very end. 
Will the day’s journey take the whole long day? 
   From morn to night, my friend. 
 
But is there for the night a resting-place? 
   A roof for when the slow dark hours begin. 
May not the darkness hide it from my face? 
   You cannot miss that inn. 
 
Shall I meet other wayfarers at night? 
   Those who have gone before. 
Then must I knock, or call when just in sight? 
   They will not keep you standing at that door. 
 
Shall I find comfort, travel-sore and weak? 
   Of labour you shall find the sum. 
Will there be beds for me and all who seek? 
   Yea, beds for all who come. 

 
Let’s Pray This Week! 
 

Advent Discipleship Season Prayer 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, 
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!  Amen. 
 
Collect for Sunday, December 11 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come  among us;         
and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace 
and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and  
forever. Amen  
 



2022 Ministry Budget Giving 
Toward Goal of $806,756 
As of Sunday, December 4 

 
Required Weekly $15,514.54  
Received  Last Week $18,015.00  
YTD Required  $760,212.46  

          YTD Received               $615,313.41                  


