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Genesis 12:1-5 

1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your  
father's household and go to the land I will show you.  2 "I will make you into a 
great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 

blessing.  3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  4 So Abram left, 

as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he set out from Haran.  5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew 

Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had  
acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived 

there. 
 
 

“The Gospel does not merely teach about the history of Christ. No, it enables 
all who believe it to receive it as their own, which is the way the Gospel  

operates. Of what benefit would it be to me if Christ had been born a thousand 
times, and it would daily be sung into my ears in a most lovely manner, if I 

were never to hear that he was born for me and was to be my very 
own?” (“Sermon for Christmas Day; Luke 2:1-14,”  

The Sermons of Martin Luther, Lutherans in All Lands Press, 1906). 
 

 



Bringing It Home!  Personal Devotion or Small Group Questions 
 
1.  Christmas is in a few weeks.  What is your favorite thing about Advent 
and Christmas time?  What is your least favorite thing? 
 
2.  What is the best Christmas gift you’ve ever received? 
 
3.  What do you think of when you hear the word:  “blessing”? 
 
4.  The Bible uses the word “blessing” a lot.  When the Bible talks about 
“blessings” it means something really important has changed.  “Blessing” 
isn’t simply a wish, desire, or a hope… a “blessing” means that something 
has actually changed and is now different than it was before.  When in your 
life did you maybe experience a “blessing” from somebody?  That is…when 
has someone done something for you or given something to you that was 
really important and changed things for you in a really good way? 
 
5. Read Genesis 12:1-5 together and then answer this question:  God says 
to Abram (later on, Abram’s name changes to “Abraham”…but not yet!) 
that “I will bless you, and you will be a blessing, and all people on earth will 
be blessed through you.”  What do you think that means? 
 
6.  On the front page of “Bring It Home”, there’s a quote from a sermon 
Martin Luther wrote for one Christmas Day.  What do you think he means 
by that? 
 
 7.  God tells Abram that “I will bless you, and you will be a blessing to oth-
ers!”  That calling isn’t just for Abram, that calling is for us, too:  “I will bless 
you, and you will be a blessing to others!”  God has blessed you, that is…
God has changed things for you in a really good way!  Now that your life 
has been changed in really important ways, how can your life ”be a blessing 
to others”, that is…how can your life change things for others in really im-
portant ways? 



Let’s Pray This Week! 
 
Advent Discipleship Season Prayer 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, 
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving to God 
Heavenly Father, God of all grace, govern our hearts that we may never 
forget Your blessings but steadfastly thank and praise You for all Your 
goodness in this life until, with all Your saints, we praise You eternally in 
Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Prayer For Ongoing Stewardship 
O Lord, giver of life and source of freedom, all that we have received is 
from Your hand.  You call us to be stewards of Your abundance, the care-
takers of all You have entrusted to us.  Help us to always use Your gifts 
wisely and teach us to share them generously.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Sunday, November 27 
Stir up, we implore you, your power, O Lord, and come that by your pro-
tection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and be 
saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 



2022 Ministry Budget Giving 
Toward Goal of $806,756 

As of Sunday, November 13 
 
Required Weekly                      $15,514.54  
Received  Last Week                           $10,022.00 
YTD Required              $713,668.84 
YTD Received                                 $572,734.91 


