
4536 South Buffalo Street 
Orchard Park, NY  14127 

www.stjohnsop.com 
(716) 662-4747 

Mark 12:38-44 
38 

And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to 
walk around in long robes and like greetings in the marketplac-
es 

39 
and have the best seats in the synagogues and the places of 

honor at feasts, 
40 

who devour widows' houses and for a pretense 
make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

41 
And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the peo-

ple putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in 
large sums. 

42 
And a poor widow came and put in two small cop-

per coins, which make a penny.
43 

And he called his disciples to 
him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has 
put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering 
box. 

44 
For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she 

out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to 
live on.” 



Bringing It Home!  Personal Devotion or Small Group Questions 
 

1. This week we’ll celebrate Thanksgiving. When you think about this holi-
day, what’s one tradition or memory that comes to mind? 

2.  What’s one thing that has changed in your life in the last year, and that 
you are thankful for?  

3. We began this season of discipleship last week by looking at Acts chap-
ter 1 and Jesus’ promise that with the Holy Spirit he gives his disciples 
the power to be his witnesses to the end of the earth. What does it 
mean to you to be a witness for Jesus, and how does that practically 
effect your life?  

4. Read Mark 12:38-44. What stands out from this passage as important 
or challenging?  

5. Jesus says that the “greater condemnation” is for the scribes. How 
would you describe their attitude, and how might you see yourself or 
others acting similarly in our present day and culture?  

6. This week, our focus moves to where Jesus’ mission meets us personal-
ly, and how it’s urgency affects how we give our time and treasure. 
How does the widow giving all that she has demonstrate the urgency of 
God’s mission? How have you seen individual Christians, or the church 
at large show the urgency of the mission in their giving?  

7. When we join Jesus on his urgent mission, we’re given the power of the 
Holy Spirit who helps us to give regularly and intentionally. Spend some 
time in prayer that St. John’s will be a church  disciples who regularly, 
intentionally join Jesus on his urgent mission in the next year.  

 



Let’s Pray This Week! 
 
Discipleship Season Prayer 
O Lord, giver of life and source of freedom, all that we have received is 
from Your hand.  You call us to be stewards of Your abundance, the care-
takers of all You have entrusted to us.  Help us to always use Your gifts 
wisely and teach us to share them generously.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Sunday, November 20 
Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. For-
give Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful 
goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 



2022 Ministry Budget Giving  
Toward Goal of $806,756 
                                            

  Required Weekly                                        $15,514.54 
  Received  Last Week                                  $10,022.00 
   YTD Required                                          $713,668.84 
   YTD Given                                               $572,734.91  


