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Bringing It Home   November 13, 2022 
 

 
 

Acts 1:1-8 
 1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and 

to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  3 After his suffering, he 

showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 

kingdom of God.  4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave 
them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about.  5 For John baptised with 
water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit."  So when 

they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times 
or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  9 After he said 
this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight.  10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 

suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  11 "Men of Galilee," 
they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who 

has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven." 

 

 



Bringing It Home!  Personal Devotion or Small Group Questions 
 
1. If we were to imagine a conversation about “Church” between a Chris-

tian in the 1st Century (the years and decades after Jesus ascends into 
heaven) and a Christian in 2022, how would that conversation would 
go?  What do you think they would have common/be different?  What 
in that conversation would shock the other Christian about “Church?”  

 
2. In your experience with other Christians you know, do Christians tend 

to act entitled (sort of a consumerist, transactional, or “I’ve arrived” 
mindset) or entrusted (sort of a “Jesus has given us a mission on earth” 
mindset)? 

 
3. Read Acts 1:1-11.  The word translated “witnesses” in verse 8 can also 

be translated “martyrs” (it’s the same word in the original text).  When 
you hear the word “martyr”, what comes to mind?  What do you think 
Jesus means when he calls us to “be his witnesses/martyrs” to the ends 
of the earth? 

 
4. 2 Timothy 1:8-14 is probably really helpful in how we think about this.  

Read these verses.  Paul talks about “suffering for the Gospel” (verse 8) 
and “guarding it because it has been entrusted to us” (verse 14).  If the 
Gospel is more than simply a story we tell, and also has the power to 
change a broken world, how does being “entrusted” with this mission 
from Jesus change the way you view “Church”? 

 
5. Matthew 25:14-30 is the “Parable of the Talents”, which we often read 

as a parable solely about money.  It’s actually bigger than that.  The 
parable starts off:  It will be like a man going on a journey, who called 
his servants and entrusted his property to them.  Jesus is the “man who 
has gone on a journey” and we are the ones he has entrusted his mis-
sion to.  Read this parable.  What has Jesus entrusted you/us with as 
we live on the mission of Jesus in the world? 

 
6. It’s easy in the North American version of Christianity we are living in to 

have an Entitled mindset.  If each of us were to intentionally begin to 
think Entrusted instead of Entitled, what might a step away from Enti-
tled and toward Entrusted look life for you/us? 

 



Let’s Pray This Week! 
 
Discipleship Season Prayer 
O Lord, giver of life and source of freedom, all that we have received is 
from Your hand.  You call us to be stewards of Your abundance, the care-
takers of all You have entrusted to us.  Help us to always use Your gifts 
wisely and teach us to share them generously.  Amen. 
 
Prayer For Persecuted Christians Throughout the World 
Lord, we come to You interceding for our suffering sisters and brothers 
who have been caused to walk the path of persecution and pain for Your 
name’s sake. Work through the life of each one, that through them Your 
holy name be lifted up. Cause those that are inflicting such pain on Your 
body, the Church, to be brought to the place of true repentance. Thank 
You for the faithful witness of these dear, persecuted sisters and brothers 
in the Lord. Keep each one under Your banner of love, and may Your holy 
angels minister to all their needs so that they may know Your peace in 
their heart, a perfect peace that only You can give. And Lord, we pray that 
through the life-witness and testimony of each one You may be glorified. 
We commit each one into Your care. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
Collect for Sunday, November 13 
Almighty and ever-living God, since you have given exceedingly great and 
precious promises to those who believe, grant us so perfectly and without 
all doubt to believe in your Son Jesus Christ that our faith in your sigh may 
never be reproved; through our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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