
Bringing It Home                               Week of October 9, 2022 

Questions for discussion 

1. Have you ever felt like someone truly hated you? What happened? If not, how do you think you’ve avoid-

ed it?  

2. This week we’re focusing on God’s 5th commandment: You Shall Not Murder. What’s your initial reaction 

when you hear this commandment? Do you think it applies to you?  

3. Read 1 John 3:11-18. What stands out to you as important, interesting, or challenging?  

4. John says that Cain murdered his brother because of his own evil actions. How does that principal play 

out in our current day and culture?  

5. John says that when “anyone who hates a brother is a murderer.” What do you understand this to mean? 

Why is it a significant thing to understand?  

6. In the Scriptures, Hate is often juxtaposed to Love. If we want to know how not to hate, we might ask the 

question : “how do I love?” How does John answer that question, and what might it look like to choose 

love over hate in your daily life?  

7. Luther explains this commandment by saying: “We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or 

harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every physical need.” How does the positive 

charge to “help and support” our neighbors in every physical need change your understanding of the com-

mandment? 

 

Pray Together: 

May my cry come before You, O LORD;  give me understanding according to Your word. 

I long for your salvation, O LORD, and your law is my delight. 

Let me live that I may praise You, and may your laws sustain me. 

I have strayed like a lost sheep.  

Seek Your servant, for I have not forgotten Your commands.  Amen. 


