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Bringing It Home   October 30, 2022 
 

1 Samuel 19:1-7 
Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan 

was very fond of David and warned him, "My father Saul is looking for a 
chance to kill you. Be on your guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and 

stay there.  I will go out and stand with my father in the field where you are. I'll 
speak to him about you and will tell you what I find out."  Jonathan spoke well 

of David to Saul his father and said to him, "Let not the king do wrong to his 
servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited 

you greatly.  He took his life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The 
LORD won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why 

then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him for no 
reason?”  Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: "As surely as the LORD 
lives, David will not be put to death.”  So Jonathan called David and told him 
the whole conversation. He brought him to Saul, and David was with Saul as 

before. 
 

Ephesians 4:15-32 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is 

the Head, that is, Christ…Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and 
speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. "In your 
anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do 

not give the devil a foothold…Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of 
your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those who listen.  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.   Get rid of all 

bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 
malice.  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just 

as in Christ God forgave you.   



Bringing It Home!  Personal Devotion or Small Group Questions 
 
1. Have you ever seen someone honor and defend someone else?  What 

happened? 
 
2. Have you ever seen someone dishonor, gossip, or tell lies about some-

one else?  What happened? 
 
3. The Eighth commandment is:  You shall not give false testimony against 

your neighbor.  Martin Luther’s Small Catechism explains this by saying:  
We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our 
neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend 
him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.  Read 
1 Samuel 19:1-7.  How does Jonathan model this really well for us? 

 
4. In the Explanation of the Small Catechism section, we find a practical 

list of ways we can harm and hurt the reputation of others: 
 

A. Telling lies (or suggesting untruths) about our neighbor in everyday life. 
B. Betraying our neighbors by making public their private faults or secrets. 
C. Slandering our neighbors by rushing to judgment, complaining about 
 them or spreading rumors. 
 

     Which of those is easiest for you, which is most difficult for you and why? 
 
5. In the Explanation of the Small Catechism section, we find a practical 

list of ways we can speak constructively about others. 
 
A.  Defending our neighbors when others speak badly about them. 
B.  Drawing attention to our neighbors’ good qualities and deeds. 
C. Seeking to understand our neighbors’ actions in the most positive light 

 and explaining them in the kindest possible way. 
 

     Which of those is easiest for you, which is most difficult for you and why? 
 
6.  In Ephesians 4:15-32, Paul has a lot to say about how Christians can 
model this for the world around us.  Read those verses.  What jumps out at 
you and encourages/challenges you? 



Let’s Pray This Week! 
 
Discipleship Season Prayer 
May my cry come before You, O LORD;  give me understanding according 
to Your word.  I long for your salvation, O LORD, and your law is my delight.  
Let me live that I may praise You, and may your laws sustain me.  I have 
strayed like a lost sheep.  Seek Your servant, for I have not forgotten Your 
commands.  Amen. 
 
8th Commandment Prayer 
Guard our lips, O Lord, and govern our unruly tongues so that our words 
about our neighbors are not tainted with falsehood, betrayal, or slander, 
which would damage their reputation.  Instead, give us the wisdom to 
speak well of our neighbors, defend them, and explain their circumstances 
and actions in the kindest way; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and     forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
Collect for Sunday, October 23 
Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we 
to pray and always ready to give more than we either desire or deserve.  
Pour down on us the abundance of Your mercy; forgive us those things of 
which our conscience is afraid; and give us those good things for which we 
are not worthy to ask except by the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 



2022 Ministry Budget Giving 
Toward Goal of $806,756 

 
Required Weekly                      $15,514.54  
Received  Last Week                            $10,222 
YTD Required              $667,125.22 
YTD Received                                 $528,854.91 
 


