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Bringing It Home   January 8, 2023 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.  14 But 
John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?"  15 Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all 
righteousness." Then John consented.  16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went 
up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and lighting on him.  17 And a voice from heaven said, 

"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."  
 
 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 

Christ's power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weak-
nesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, 

then I am strong.  
 
 

Ephesians 3:16-21 
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his 

Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, you may have power, 

together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-- that you may be 
filled to the measure of all the fulness of God. Now to him who is able to do im-
measurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever! Amen (Ephesians 3:16-21). 



Bringing It Home - Personal Devotion or Small Group Questions 
 
1. What are you most looking forward to in the new year?  Most looking 

forward to being behind you from the past year? 
 

2. We are in the season of the church year called:  Epiphany.  When you 
hear that word, Epiphany, what comes to mind? 

 

3. In the church, the season of Epiphany has reminded the people of God 
to focus on what God has revealed to us about himself in his Word (the 
Bible).  There’s a great temptation out in the world that we should find 
ways to think about, talk about, and seek God in our own way however 
we see fit.  What are the dangers we can face if we would go about de-
fining “God” on our own terms? 

 

4. Matthew 3:13-17 (on the front page) gives us Matthew’s account of 
Jesus’ baptism.  What in those verses jump out at you? 

 

5. Jesus isn’t baptized in the Jordan River by John the Baptist because he 
(Jesus) needs it...Jesus submits himself to John’s baptism so that “all 
righteousness would be fulfilled” on our behalf.    2 Corinthians 5:21 
tells us:  God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.  What does this reveal to 
us about the heart of God? 

 
6. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (on the front page) reveals to us where we will 

find strength from the Lord.  What do those verses have to say about 
finding strength? 

 
7. Ephesians 3:16-21 appears to be a prayer that St. Paul is praying over 

the church.  Read those verses (on front page).  In this prayer, how 
does Paul teach us that God strengthens us? 

 
8. Pastor Nate said this on Sunday:  “The more we weak, harmless, and 

helpless people lean into Jesus, the more the power of the Holy Spirit 
works in us, so that we become lights in the darkness,  hope in a hope-
less world, and God’s people undoing evil in the broken world, giving 
glory to our Father.”  Respond to that.  How have you seen that to be 
true in your own life?  Where in your life do you need to be leaning into 
Jesus today? 



Let’s Pray This Week! 
 

Epiphany Discipleship Season Prayer 
 

O God, You have made yourself known to all nations in the person of Your 
Son.  Grant us a right knowledge of Him, that we would abandon the dark-
ness of this world, and embrace the joy of His heavenly light.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Sunday, January 8 
 

Father in heaven, as at the baptism in the Jordan River you once pro-
claimed Jesus your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit, 
grant that all who are baptized in his name may faithfully keep the cove-
nant into which they have been called, boldly confess their Savior, and 
with him be heirs of life eternal; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and 
life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me.  Amen. 
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