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Bringing It Home           January 29, 2023 
 

Matthew 5:1-13 
 1Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his
 disciples came to him. 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 
be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs i
s the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all ki
nds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for you
r reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were be
fore you. 
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its sal
tiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out 
and trampled under people’s feet. 



Bringing It Home - Personal Devotion or Small Group Questions 

1. Can you think of a time when you wanted to do something or go some-
where, and you were kept from doing it because you didn’t meet a cer-
tain criteria? Did you think of that as being “fair” or “unfair?” 

2. Read Matthew 5:1-13.  What stands out to you as important, confusing, 
challenging, or otherwise noteworthy?  

3. This section of scripture is known as the “beatitudes,” which simply 
means “blessings.” We might be tempted to read these as a list of 
things to do in order to earn blessings. Why do you think we naturally 
read them in that way? What’s the problem with taking that approach?  

4. The beatitudes are not intended to limit our access to the kingdom of 
heaven by laying out an impossible standard we can’t meet. Instead, 
Jesus is promising us that because we are his, he is shaping out lives 
today, while promising eternal things as well. Which of the eternal 
promises Jesus makes here brings you the most hope today? Why?  

5. The big take away for Christians then isn’t that we should try to do all of 
these things in order to get into heaven. Jesus has already done every-
thing for us. Our takeaway is that Jesus does these things through the 
lives of his Disciples. And yet, we still pray that Jesus will shape our next 
steps to look like the life he describes here.  Look back at the beatitudes 
again and talk about one thing you might pray for based on what Jesus 
describes here.  



Let’s Pray This Week! 
 

Epiphany Discipleship Season Prayer 
 

O God, You have made yourself known to all nations in the person of Your 
Son.  Grant us a right knowledge of Him, that we would abandon the   
darkness of this world, and embrace the joy of His heavenly light.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Sunday, January 29 
 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in 
our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to sup-
port us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.  
 
Luther’s Morning Prayer 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. I 
thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and 
life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. Amen.  
 
Luther’s Evening Prayer 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. I 
thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive 
me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. 
For into Your hands, I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. 
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 
me. Amen.  
 



~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

2023 Ministry Budget Giving 
 

January 1 ~ $15,244.00  
January 8 ~ $19,690.00  
January 15 ~ $14,185.00  

 


