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Bringing It Home   January 22, 2023 
Matthew 3:13-17 

12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee.  13 
Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the 

area of Zebulun and Naphtali--  14 to fulfil what was said through the prophet Isai-
ah:  15 "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jor-
dan, Galilee of the Gentiles--  16 the people living in darkness have seen a great 
light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned."  17 
From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
near."  18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, 
for they were fishermen.  19 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you 

fishers of men."  20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 
 21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. 
Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and fol-

lowed him.  23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness 

among the people.  
 

Matthew 5:2-10 
3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  4 Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  5 Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth.   6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled.  7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  8 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  9 Blessed are the peacemak-
ers, for they will be called sons of God.  10 Blessed are those who are persecuted 

because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
  

Galatians 5:22-23 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness,  23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 



Bringing It Home - Personal Devotion or Small Group Questions 
 
1. When in your life have you needed to make a difficult decision to get 

out of a unhealthy/dark/empty situation?  Who/what did that eventual-
ly help for good for you/someone else? 

 
2. Read Matthew 4:12-23.  What jumps out at you in those verses? 
 
3. The people living in darkness means:  people habitually/continually liv-

ing in a darkness of mind or spirit...and they might not even realize it.  
Those living in the land of the shadow of death  means:  death is ahead 
of us all and death’s shadow casts itself backwards into life today (really 
unsettling, right?).  Where do you see this very true reality at work in 
the world today? 

 
4. In the midst of the darkness of the world, and death that’s in front of 

each of us...God did something.  He sent a great light into the world.   
For us who are living in a darkness of mind or spirit...a light has 
dawned.  Jesus, of course, is that gift of God, light and hope for each of 
us.  How have you found your life to be less “dark” the more you are 
connected to Jesus? 

 
5. Jesus calls the first disciples in Matthew 4:12-23.  He calls us, too...out 

of the darkness, emptiness, and despair of the world into  life-long-
lasting belonging to Him.  His call to each of us is 2-fold:   

 
 #1-  “Repent”- change course, turn around, move away from the 
 empty “darkness” & “shadow” of the world and move toward Jesus. 
  
 #2 - “The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.  Move with the Kingdom! 
 
5a.  What does it look like when we “repent” the way that Jesus talks about 
 it (see #1 above?) 
 
5b.  Matthew 5: 2-10 & Galatians 5:22-23 are 2 places where we get a very 
 clear description on what it looks like when we’re “moving with the 
 Kingdom of God”.  Where are you seeing examples of Christians 
 moving with the Kingdom of God, and where are you be challenged 
 personally right now to move with the Kingdom of God? 



Let’s Pray This Week! 
 

Epiphany Discipleship Season Prayer 
 

O God, You have made yourself known to all nations in the person of Your 
Son.  Grant us a right knowledge of Him, that we would abandon the dark-
ness of this world, and embrace the joy of His heavenly light.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Sunday, January 22 
 

O Lord God Almighty, because you have always supplied your servants with 
the several gifts with come from your Holy Spirit alone, leave also us not 
destitute of your manifold gifts nor of grace to use them always to your 
honor and glory and the good of others; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 
Prayer For Newness of Life in Christ 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness 
and put upon ourselves the armor of light now in the time of this mortal 
life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great humility, that 
in the Last Day, when He shall come again in glorious majesty to judge both 
the living and the dead, we may rise to immortal life; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 



2022 Ministry Budget Giving 
Toward Goal of $806,756 

As of Sunday,  
 

Required Weekly $  
Received  Last Week $ 
YTD Required  $  

          YTD Received               $               


