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Bringing It Home   February 26, 2023 
 

Ma hew 4:1-11 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 
And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, com-
mand these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is 
written,  
 
“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”  
 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of 
the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 
down, for it is written, 
  
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands 
they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus 
said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’”  
 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these 
I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”  
 
Then Jesus said to him,  
 
“Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your 
God and him only shall you serve.’” Then the devil left him, and behold, 
angels came and were ministering to him. 



Bringing It Home - Personal Devo on or Small Group Ques ons 
 
1. If they were being brutally honest, how would the people you 

are closest with describe you? What are some of the posi ve and 
nega ve traits they’d men on?  

2. Read Ma hew 4:1-11. What stands out to you from this reading? 

3.  It can be difficult to grasp why the Spirit of God would lead Jesus 
to the wilderness for the purpose of being tempted.  This wasn’t 
a test, but rather a demonstra on of who Jesus is. What do we 
learn about Jesus from his response to these tempta ons.  

4. It can be easy for us to read this as a prescrip ve text: Jesus 
se ng an example of how we ought to respond to tempta on. 
Using God’s word to encourage us in our faith is always a good 
idea, but what are some reasons it doesn’t make sense to read 
this sec on of scripture as simply a good example?  

5. Jesus’ response to tempta on is fundamental to us understand-
ing his iden ty as the sinless son of God. It’s about Jesus first, 
which is good news for us. How does Jesus demonstra ng his 
iden ty help you to understand your iden ty?  

6. Once we understand that Jesus’ iden ty shapes our iden ty, we 
begin to see that our response to tempta on can be more that 
just defeat and failure. How does your iden ty in Christ shape 
your response to tempta on?  



Let’s Pray This Week! 
 

Lenten Prayer 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
Amen 
 
Collect for Sunday, February 26 
 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 
brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that 
following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world to-
ward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
 
Prayer For Newness of Life in Christ 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness 
and put upon ourselves the armor of light now in the me of this mortal 
life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great humility, that 
in the Last Day, when He shall come again in glorious majesty to judge both 
the living and the dead, we may rise to immortal life; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  Amen. 



 
 

2023 Ministry Budget Giving Toward Goal of $796,219.14 
                                            

  Required Weekly                                          $15,023.01 
  Received  Last Week                                    $10,197.00 
  YTD Required                                             $105,161,07 
  YTD Given                                                  $103,479.00 


