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OUTDOOR OLYMPICS
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10
Don’t miss this great event! Students will compete at different
games, then families are invited for a meal afterwards. Each
Sunday School class will compete. Get with your teacher for more
information about your team!

THANKS LIVING
November Sermon Series
In this 3 week series, we will look at what
Scripture tells us is a life of gratitude. Too
often, we are consumed with what we don’t
have. But in God’s Word we see that we
have so much to be thankful for. Gratitude is
a mindset, and we want to develop it!

November 21

Six ways to help build your
teen's identity in Christ

In a few months we will begin a sermon series on identity. This is very important during the teen years,
as it is the time they are developing their identity. Assisting your teen in forging a strong, positive
identity is one way to help her form convictions based on truth, and then stand firm in them regardless
of what everyone else does. As parents, we can build our teen's identity by using a brick mason's
approach. Masonry is an art that requires intense study of the project's design before setting the first
brick in place. The job is messy, and it requires hands-on application and commitment. Parental bricklayers labor alongside our teens as they experience the joy of discovering their significance in Christ and
their identity. Teens today are overscheduled and often lack the skills to communicate or set
boundaries.
The challenge? To encourage them to be who God made them to be, rather than who we want
them to be. Brick-by-brick, we can make a difference for our teens and in their world.

Brick #1: Encourage Self Discovery
We want to help our teens own their faith. The best way to do this is listen to their struggles and
encourage them to dig into God’s Word and talk to them about it.

Brick #2: Acknowledge Natural Abilities
Our teens may not be just like us. For some parents, that’s a tough pill to swallow. Reinforce their gifts!

Brick #3: Create a Family Motto
In October I was watching the saints game when Drew Brees broke the all time passing record. He told
his kids what he tells them every night before bed: If you are willing to work hard, you can do anything.

Brick #4: Value Uniqueness
Show your teens that you not only endure your kid’s uniqueness, but that you value it!

Brick #5: Highlight Spiritual Gifts
Constantly reinforce the spiritual gifts of your teen, showing them God has a plan for them.

Brick #6: Reinforce Spiritual Identity
This is the foundation of your wall: Daily remembering who they are in Christ!

Construct A Strong Identity Wall
Building our teens' identity is a long process. The Great Wall of China took years of extensive labor
before it fended off enemies. Our teens live in a hostile culture too. They need a wall of protection. As
parental masons, we can help them stand up under fire. Consistently reaffirm your teens. Help them
find their own faith in Christ.

HOW WE ARE
PARTNERING WITH
PARENTS AT
RECLAIMED
MOVIE REVIEW: VENOM (rated PG-13)
It's not easy to make a whole movie about one of Spider-Man's
greatest villains without including, y'know, Spider-Man. But
since Sony has loaned that friendly neighborhood web-spinner
to Disney for its Avengers movies, Venom's forced to go it
alone, and in so doing become the movie's hero. Or, rather, it's
menacing but oddly softhearted antihero.
It's a curious setup from the get-go. And, as a character from
another Disney franchise might say, things just get curiouser
and curiouser from there. The movie, perhaps like Venom itself,
seems a little confused about its goals. Is it a traditional
superhero flick? A brooding, action-oriented horror story (as
suggested by the trailers)? An off-kilter buddy comedy?
The movie works best as the latter. Eddie and Venom share
some on-screen chemistry in addition to bodily biology. And
that's when the movie can feel a teensy-weensy bit fun.
But as a superhero story, Venom ironically lacks teeth. And I'm
not just talking about the fact that the fight scenes feel like the
most boring parts of the movie, or the fact that we really don't
care about any of the characters or what happens to them.

PARENT LIFE
GROUPS
Every Wednesday evening
while your teen is at
Reclaimed, we have a
parent life group occurring
on campus. See Pastor
Blaine for more info.

WEEKLY SERMON
NOTES EMAIL
Each Wednesday, we are
sending an email with the
sermon notes from that
nights service. We do this
to encourage parents to

Most of us tend to give superhero flicks a little more leeway
than some genres, more or less excusing the casualties left in
their wake. Saving the world is bound to be messy. But Venom
is a more malevolent hero, and Eddie's efforts to rein in his
excesses can be a bit whimsical. Don't eat policemen, he says.
But when Venom takes the head off a gun-pointing thug, Eddie
shrugs it off. "I've got a parasite," he explains to a horrified
onlooker after Venom kills the hold-up guy. It's not my fault!

talk to their teens about it.

Even if you believe the guy had it coming, scenes like this lead
to a very squishy sense of in-movie justice, the inherent
overreach that justice without law inevitably leads to. Maybe
Venom restricts his snack time to murderous villains today, but
what's to stop him from dining on the guy who cut Eddie off in
traffic tomorrow?

updated on teen culture

MONTHLY
PARENTlinks
Our parentlinks are
designed to keep you
and the Reclaimed
calendar.

EQUIP Conference

Venom isn't as horrible as some have suggested. But it isn't
good, either, either ethically or aesthetically. And in this, the
Golden Age of superhero movies, we can find better.

These are one or two day

For more info on VENOM or any other movies your teen
may want to watch, go to pluggin.com

parents in raising teens in

conferences to help equip
today’s culture.
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6 THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT SNAPCHAT
1. It’s easy to use. Teens find it a fun way to stay in touch with close friends by sharing crazy photos while
at the mall, at school (there are probably rules against that), or anywhere else. It’s a digital
communication tool and, as such, can be used for good or bad.
2. Some teens assume that because video and photo texts or “Snaps” as they are called, disappear in just a
few seconds the app is totally harmless. However, photos can be saved as screenshots. This is worrisome
for parents because they have no control over what comes across their teenager’s screen at any given
moment.
3. Snapchat has “Terms of Use” that need to be read and discussed. These terms include verifying the user is
at least 13 years of age and, if under age 18, they have parental permission.
4. When you send a Snap to someone via “Snapchat” you give Snapchat a “nonexclusive, worldwide,
royalty-free, sublicensable & transferable license to use, reproduce, modify, adapt, publish, create
derivative works from, distribute, perform & display such user content in connection with the
services, subject to your use of privacy settings in the services to control who can see your user content.”
5. Once you create a Snapchat account, you accept total responsibility for whatever activity occurs while you
are logged on. One 15-year-old boy exchanged Snaps with a 14-year-old girl. At first, they were fun. Soon
she was sending photos of her wearing just her underwear. Eventually she sent some Snaps showing her
topless. The boy saved them. When his mother discovered the pictures, she was shocked and checked the
state laws. Because the girl was 14, it was considered child pornography possession for her son to have
those photos on his phone. The girl’s parents could press charges, and he most likely would have to
register as a sex offender.
6. Even for kids who are careful and use precautions in what they send out and to whom they send it to,
the fact exists that once anything is posted online, it is public – even if the picture disappears in a matter
of seconds. It’s still possible for anything you post to catch up with you. “There’s no such thing as
anonymity online, only perceived anonymity. Any time your device connects to the Internet it associates
100 percent of your activity with your device. (Every device has a unique identifier, like a fingerprint. When
you buy it and register it, that transaction is linked to you and everything you do with it is ultimately
pointing back to you).”

