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Central Presbyterian Church  
206 West Main St./P.O. Box 112, Princeton, KY 42445  

270/365-2649 
January 6, 2023 

Pastor, Rev. Steve Fortenberry 
Elder of the Month, Jake Pepper

The Special Offering for 
January will 

benefit: 
 

Christ 
Tabernacle 

Food Pantry

  
Worship Leaders Jan. 8th 

Jean Martin, liturgist 
Gerry Baker, children’s message

Worship Leaders Jan.  15th 

Bebby Lewis, liturgist 
Leeann Bailey, children’s message

Soup & Sandwich Potluck planned… 

…for Jan. 15th following morning worship in 
Fellowship Hall. 
We will kick-off our new year with our new elders, 
our new trustees with a S&S Potluck. 
Bring your best soup, your savory sandwiches and 
share a meal with each other. 
Your hosts will be the “Lunch Ladies” aka the 

Fellowship Committee.  
You like chili?— bring it. 
You favor vegetable soup?— bring it. 

You beggin’ for beans?— bring it 
on! 

You know what makes soup special?
— oyster crackers!, don’t know 
why, they just do!

Congregational Meeting Sunday,  Jan. 8th 

We will hold our annual congregational meeting 
following the January 8 worship service for these 
purposes alone: 

A) Vote on the 2023 terms of call for the pastor,  
B) The presentation of the session-approved budget to 
the congregation,  
C) Presenting the Nominating committee's candidates 
for congregational vote. 

Session Class of 2025: 
Tom Klubert
Chris Teutsch 
Penny Mahan 
Nora Beck (alternate) 
 
Trustees Class of 2025: 
Bebby Lewis 
Gale Cherry 
 
Nominating 
Committee At 
Large 2023: 
Kelly Falder 
Serieta Jaggers 
Betty Cook 
JJ Griggs

God, thank you for calling each one of us “Beloved 
Child,” just as you did with Jesus at his baptism

Baptism of Christ

This Giotto fresco shows the moment during St. John's 
baptism of Christ in the River Jordan when the Holy Ghost 
descends to Christ and God acknowledges Him as his 
beloved Son. The act of baptism, here is shown without 
John pouring water over Christ's head.

Sunday's Lectionary Text
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JAN. 6, 2023

Proof of light 

On January 6 Christians celebrate Epiphany, when the Magi came to worship baby Jesus. Epiphany, which means 
an appearance or manifestation, symbolizes the first recognition of the Savior by non-Jews. Because Epiphany also 
is a reminder that Jesus came as the light of the whole world, its symbols include light, candles and a star.
How did the wise men know — and how do we know — that Jesus is the light of the world? As preacher George 
Buttrick said, “It would little avail to ask how we know. That would be like asking how we know that Beethoven’s 
‘Hymn to Joy’ is joyous. If a man were to say, ‘It is not joyous to me,’ he would not condemn the music; he would 
tell only his morbidness. There is no logic to establish an axiom, for an axiom is the basis of all logic; and the soul 
of Jesus has axiomatic truth. Jesus is light, and there is no proof for light except light itself.”

Baptism is serious business! 

Baptizing people into God’s family has always been a ministry highlight for Pastor Stan Purdum. One Sunday, he 
had the privilege of welcoming three infants and two young boys to the baptismal font, along with all their parents. 
After baptizing the babies, Purdum turned toward the families with older children, who’d been instructed to have 
their boys step forward one at a time.
Immediately, the 3-year-old shouted, “Not me!” and bolted for the exit. His father caught the youngster and carried 
him back as the congregation chuckled. This time, Purdum wasted no time completing the sacrament.
“Maybe this young boy was not greatly wrong to try to duck baptism,” he later pondered. “Far from being a 
harmless little ceremony, baptism begins a lifetime commitment to God, which over the long haul is no easy thing. 
It lays upon us the responsibility to live up to the vows we have made.” How seriously do you take your baptismal 
vows?

Jan. 11 - Jude East 
jan. 12 - Layne Ramey 
jan. 13 - Diane Chaudoin, 
   Brian Guthrie 
Jan. 14 - Katie & Justin 
   Alexander 
Jan. 15 - Libby Griggs

I am convinced that love is the most durable power in the world. It is not an 
expression of impractical idealism, but of practical realism. Far from being 
the pious injunction of a Utopian dreamer, 
love is an absolute necessity for the survival of 
our civilization. To return hate for hate does 
nothing but intensify the existence of evil in 
the universe. Someone must have sense 
enough and morality enough to cut off the 
chain of hate and evil, and this can only be 
done through love.

—Martin Luther King Jr.

 
Please make plans to attend.

Creator God, our soul's delight, 
your voice thunders over the waters, 
liberating the future from the past. 

In the Spirit's power and the waters of rebirth, 
Jesus was declared your blessed and beloved Son; 

may we recall our baptism, 
and be disciples of the Anointed One. 

Amen.
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