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From the Pastor  

In 1 Corinthians 14: 1-12, we 
read the letter that the 
Apostle Paul wrote to the 
church in Corinth. He 
teaches them, through this 
letter, that God has given 
them spiritual gifts in which 
to use for the building up the 
church. Since the members of 
the early churches thought 
that Jesus would return soon, 
how much more do we need 
to be encouraged in our work 
as we await Jesus’ return? What are our gifts and are we using them 
in ways that build up the body of Christ? The Apostle Paul also calls 
upon this young church “to excel” in what God has given them in 
terms of gifts. How would our church benefit if we gave of ourselves 
in ways that shows God’s excellence in us?

The Apostle Paul praised the church in Thessalonica, a church in a 
city in Northern Greece, for doing just this. This city was the first 
place that Paul preached. In Paul’s letter, he commends the church 
and writes for them to “therefore encourage one another and build 
each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). 
Paul’s overall theme of the letter was to encourage this new church 
as they were actively being persecuted for their faith. We, however, 
do not live in fear of persecution, but if we are honest, we do 
struggle at times at staying the course and living the kind of life that 
Jesus calls us.

So, what gift of mine can I share? How can I can help my brothers 
and sisters stay encouraged in their faith? 
 
In hope,  
Rev. Webster

“Though we cannot think alike, 
may we not love alike?” 

—John Wesley

http://www.cpcprincetonky.com
http://m.facebook.com/centralpresbyterianchurchprincetonkentucky
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SESSION 
Class of 2022
Betty Cook - 
Kelly Falder - 
Serieta Jaggers - 

Class of 2023
Sherman Chaudoin - 
Jake Pepper - 
Nancy Taylor, clerk - 

Class of 2024 
Leeann Bailey -  
Shane Fortner - 
Jenny Franke -  

TRUSTEES
Class of 2022
Stacey Menser - 
Chris Teutsch - 

Class of 2023 
Lucy Stevens - 
Buz Taylor -  
 
Class of 2024
Gerry Baker - 
Dwight Wolfe - 

Current Session and Trustees 

Who ya gonna call?

Free Clinic dates 
for the month: 
Thurs. Feb. 3rd & 
17th 
Clinic opens at 
5 p.m. at the North entrance. 

 February Worship Schedule 

• Elder of the month is Kelly Falder, she along with 
Rev. Webster will be available throughout the month 
to respond to the needs of the church.

• Feb. 6 - Luke 5:1-11 
“When Holiness Comes” - Rev. Donna Webster 
Liturgist - Stacey Menser

• Feb. 13 - Luke 6:17-26 
“Emptiness and Fullness” - Rev. Donna Webster 
Liturgist - Gerry Baker 
Children’s Message - Serieta Jaggers

• Feb. 20 - 
Rev. Rich Cooper 
Liturgist - Shane Fortner 
Children’s Message - Amy Simms

• Feb. 27 - Luke 9:28-36; 37-43 - Transfiguration Sunday 
“The Celebration” - Rev. Donna Webster 
Liturgist - Leeann Bailey 
Children’s Message - Bebby Lewis

• Ash Wednesday is March 2 marking the beginning 
of Lent.

This month’s focus - Food Pantry

You can play your part. 
See where we are in action 
and donate to Presbyterian 
Missions HERE

We gather for worship 
because, echoing Nehemiah, 

“the joy of the Lord is 
[our] strength” (8:10). 

Welcome!

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/get-involved/
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BIRTHDAYS  
6th - Mike Cherry, Sherman Chaudoin 
9th - Anne Banister 
10th - Marlene Byrd, Shellie McDaniels 
15th - Lainey Beshear 
16th - Ken Godshall 
17th - Eric Griggs, Cathy Lewis
19th - Penny Mahan 
22nd - David Hall, Tom Klubert 
23rd - Brian Davis 
26th - Sharon Murray 
27th - James Menser 
 
ANNIVERSARIES  
12th - Pat and Bob Hayes

Faith’s role in love 

In It’s Okay Not to Be Okay, 
Christian author Sheila 
Walsh looks at the all-
encompassing love that 
Jesus expects of his 
followers. He 
commands us to “love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself ” (Luke 10:27, ESV).

But we can’t love that way without faith, Walsh 
writes. “I’m not living by faith if I have an answer to 
everything. If I understand everything God does or 
doesn’t do, then all I need to love him with is my 
mind. We’re called to love him with more.” That 
“more,” she explains, involves these paradoxes: “We 
love with all our heart, even when it’s broken. We 
love with our soul, even when our humanity wrestles 
against our situation. We love with our strength, 
even when it’s almost gone. We love with our mind, 
even when we don’t understand.”

Even if God’s purposes and plans don’t make sense 
here on earth, we can heed this advice from the 
great preacher Charles Spurgeon: “When we cannot 
trace [God’s] hand, we must trust his heart.”

God of love — for, with and in us 

An ancient heresy — that the 
God of the Old Testament was a 
God of judgment and wrath, 
while the God of the New 
Testament is a God of grace and 
love — still persists a bit. Yet 
God is the same God, with the 
same characteristics, throughout 
time. Way back in Genesis 3, 
God graciously sewed garments 
to clothe humans, although they had disobeyed 
him. And even in the Gospels, God’s anger was 
evident through Jesus’ response to temple 
moneychangers cheating the poor.

God always works for life and goodness in all 
things. Sometimes people misunderstand God’s 
ways; sometimes God, like a human parent, uses 
“tough love.” Mick Brooks writes: “The Old 
Testament is God for us, the time of Christ is God 
with us, and the age of the Holy Spirit is God in us” 
(Every Day With Jesus, Sept/Oct 2020). That may be 
a bit simplistic, but it’s a good reminder that while 
God’s ways of interacting with us vary, he — the 
God of Love — does not.

“Light trumps darkness, every time. You stick a 
candle into the dark, but you can’t stick the dark into 
the light.” —Jodi Picoult

* * *

“Always be kinder than you feel.” —Unknown

* * * 
 
“If the earth is forgiveness school, family is your 
postdoctoral fellowship.” —Anne Lamott

•Mission Team 
•Congregation Care Team 
•Congregation Fellowship Team 
•Safety and Security Team 
   [Let the elders know where you fit in!]
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Beyond candy hearts and roses 

The first half of February seems 
dominated by pink and red, cards 
and candy. But people not in a 
loving romantic relationship 
can sometimes feel left out of 
the festivities. Of course, all 
people need love — and certainly love is not 
limited to the romantic kind. Author Leo Buscaglia, 
who became known as “Dr. Love” for writing about 
the topic, said, “Too often we underestimate the 
power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening 
ear, an honest compliment or the smallest act of 
caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life 
around."

Jesus taught that loving one another is second only 
in importance to loving God (Matthew 22:37-40), 
and that when we love one another, God lives in us 
(1 John 4:12). There are so many ways to do that — 
beyond candy hearts and roses! But Valentine’s Day 
is as good a reminder as any.

Honor thy teachers 
 (for Mrs. Aulick) 

When President Eisenhower invited 
James Michener to a White House 
dinner, the bestselling author replied: “Dear Mr. 
President, I received your invitation three days after 
I had agreed to speak a few words at a dinner 
honoring the wonderful high school teacher who 
taught me how to write. I know you will not miss me 
at your dinner, but she might at hers.” Instead of 
taking offense, Eisenhower answered: “In his 
lifetime, a man lives under 15 or 16 presidents. But a 
really fine teacher comes into his life but rarely.”

Fine teachers are indeed worth cherishing, whether 
they hold classes in churches or public schools, on 
Sundays or on weekdays. Let us honor and appreciate 
all teachers, all year long. Thank you for preparing 
lessons with care, for going above and beyond to 
meet each student’s needs, and for sparking curiosity 
about God and everything he created. You’re a 
blessing!

Dear Church Family,

Thanks to all of you for your kind 
words, cards, and prayers during 
this difficult time. 

As my birth family, mourns the loss 
of my brother, my church family 
provides needed support.

Bless you, 
Betty Cook

F
ebruary 14

th

On Feb. 20th we welcome  
Rev. Rich Cooper, retired 
Executive Presbyter of 
Presbytery of Western Kentucky. 
Rich is no stranger to our pulpit, 
having preached here many times 
and we look forward to his 
return. 
Welcome Rich and Willee!

Happy 83rd birthday, Richard!
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Hope-filled hearts 

When Bowen Hammitt 
was born with essentially 
half a heart, the odds were 
stacked against him. But 
after three surgeries and 
numerous setbacks, Bowen is now 
an active 11-year-old who raises 
awareness about congenital heart disease. He’s also a 
budding Christian musician, following in the 
footsteps of his dad, Matt (formerly with Sanctus 
Real). The Hammitts use Bowen’s story to offer hope 
amid adversity — “a message the world really needs 
right now.” The documentary Bowen’s Heart features 
this tagline: “Is it worth giving your heart to 
something that can break it?” Absolutely, say his 
loved ones, who describe Bowen and his life as 
incredible blessings from God.

For Matt Hammitt, Proverbs 13:12 is now a favorite 
Bible verse. “Hope deferred makes the heart sick,” it 
reads, “but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life” (NIV).

Hello Donna & Central Presbyterian Church, 

Just wanted to thank you so much for 
hosting our group this past week. 
Everyone we met was extremely kind 
and made us feel so special and 
welcomed. You all really went above 
and beyond for us. 

It was so great to share a meal with 
some of you. Hearing the stories of how 
this tornado affected you all will stay in our 
hearts forever. We loved getting to know Dwight 
and hope he is settling into his new home. 

We hope that this will not be the last time we see 
you all. We would love to come back and know you 
are welcome to come and visit us here in NC! Your 
church and your community will be in our prayers.

Love JPC 
Rev. Cassandra R.

Biblical love notes 

The following compliments from 
the Song of Solomon may not go 
over well on Valentine’s Day: “I 
compare you, my love, to a mare 
among Pharaoh’s chariots” (1:9). 
“Your hair is like a flock of 
goats, moving down the slopes of 
Gilead” (4:1). “Your teeth are like a 
flock of shorn ewes that have 
come up from the washing” (4:2). “Your neck is like 
the tower of David, built in courses” (4:4). “[Your] 
eyes are like doves beside springs of water, bathed in 
milk, fitly set” (5:12). “Your navel is a rounded 
bowl that never lacks mixed wine. Your belly is a 
heap of wheat” (7:2).

On the other hand, how about this one: “You are 
altogether beautiful, my love; there is no flaw in you” 
(4:7).

Church Family,

Thank you for the cards, flowers and most of all for 
the prayers for me and my family in the passing of 

my sisters.

Love, 
Donna Beshear

Our friends from Jamestown Presbyterian
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Central Presbyterian 
Church 

206 W. Main St. 
Princeton, KY 42445

The right words for “Victory in Jesus” 

My mom tells a story of me as a preschooler, swinging in our backyard and singing 
loudly (and off key, I’m sure): “Oh victory in Jesus, my Savior forever. He socked me 
and bopped me with his redeeming blood.” Though that isn’t an example of how to 
effectively share Jesus with your neighbors, the mistaken words might contain a 
nugget of truth.

In 1939, a stroke partially paralyzed hymn writer Eugene Bartlett. 
Bedridden and unable to perform anymore, he penned his final, 
most beloved song, “Victory in Jesus.” The actual lyrics read: “O 
victory in Jesus, my Savior forever. He sought me and bought me with his 
redeeming blood.”

It’s beautiful to realize that Jesus did indeed seek me out and pay the 
ultimate price for me. But sometimes I forget — and that’s when he “socks 

me” and “bops me.” Jesus loves me too much to let life’s chaos and struggles distract me from him and 
what he’s done. Let’s all remember to celebrate our victory in Jesus!

—Janna Firestone
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