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From the Pastor  

   One of my favorite Christmas memories 
is sitting in an old wooden pew at 
Snowville Christian Church in Virginia, a 
historic church built in 1864, listening to 
my husband’s friend Tommy sing. Tommy 
worked at the same hospital as Jonathan 
did as chaplain, for about 18 years. 
Tommy managed the specialty coffee 
shop positioned immediately on the left when you entered the 
hospital’s expansive doors. Everyone loved Tommy, but he had a 
special relationship with Jonathan. Tommy and his wife even held a 
small wedding shower for us. 
   Tommy lost his eyesight at an early age. He knew his coffee and 
loved his repeat customers. If you gave Tommy a twenty-dollar bill, 
he made change faster than most cashiers. With just a touch on the 
shoulder and hearing your voice, Tommy recognized you. 
   For seven consecutive years at the mid-December evening 
Moravian Love Feast, Tommy would come and sing O Holy Night. 
With lights lowered and candles flickering, each time Tommy hit 
the high notes, I experienced once again the joy of the season. 
Tommy’s rendition of the hymn reminded me that in Christ, love 
and peace now reigns with us forever and ever, and that we no 
longer need to fear. 
   In Advent, we wait to celebrate Jesus’ birth. We do not have to 
passively wait, however. We can look for ways that calls upon our 
own five senses to experience this season of goodness and light. 
Through baking, cooking, singing, touching, listening and seeing, 
we can share the peace of Christ with one another. 
   If you haven’t already, mark your calendar for all the worship and 
special services being offered at Central this month. May this 
season of Advent, and all its senses, remind us that the light of 
Christ has entered the world and be glad in it. 
 
In hope,  
Rev. Webster

“There is nothing so secular that it 
cannot be sacred, and that is one of 
the deepest messages of the 
Incarnation.” 

—Madeleine L’Engle

http://www.cpcprincetonky.com
http://m.facebook.com/centralpresbyterianchurchprincetonkentucky
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SESSION 
Class of 2021 
Roy Burris - 
James Menser -  
Amy Simms -  

Class of 2022
Betty Cook - 
Kelly Falder -  
Serieta Jaggers -  

Class of 2023
Sherman Chaudoin -  
Jake Pepper - 
Nancy Taylor, clerk -  

TRUSTEES
Class of 2021 
Gale Cherry -  
Rick Lewis -  

Class of 2022
Stacey Menser - 
Chris Teutsch - 

Class of 2023 
Lucy Stevens -  
Buz Taylor -  

Current Session and Trustees 

Who ya gonna call?

Free Clinic dates 
for the month: 
Thurs. Dec. 2nd 
and 16th. 
Clinic opens at 
5 p.m. at the North entrance. 

 December Worship Schedule 

• Elder of the month is Roy Burris, he along with Rev. 
Webster will be available throughout the month to 
respond to the needs of the church.

• Dec. 5 - 2nd Sunday of Advent - Luke 3:1-6 
“Shifting Priorities” - Rev. Donna Webster 
Liturgist - Leeann Bailey

• Dec. 12 - 3rd Sunday of Advent - Luke 3:7-18 
“What Then Should We Do?”- Rev. Donna Webster 
Liturgist - Shane Fortner 
Children’s Message - Bebby Lewis

• Dec. 19 - 4th Sunday of Advent - Luke 1:39-55 
“Can They Hear Us Singing?” - Rev. Donna Webster 
Liturgist - Rollie Fortner 
Children’s Message - Stacey Menser

• Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve - Luke2:1-20 
“Salvation from the Margins” - Rev. Donna Webster

• Dec. 26 - 1st Sunday of Christmas - Luke 2:39-52 
“The Sounds of Silence” - Rev. Donna Webster 

Liturgist - Betty Cook 
Children’s Message - Laura 
Klubert

This month’s focus 

Christmas Joy Offering, by giving 
you honor God's gift of Jesus Christ 
by providing assistance to current and 
retired church workers in their time of 
need and developing our future 
leaders at Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color.

Dec. 5th 

Special Offering. 
Tonight the youth will take 
proceeds from their yearly offering/
fundraising collection to buy 
Christmas Gifts for youth in our 
community. Special offering will be 
collected at Hanging of the Green 
on the evening of Dec. 5.
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Family Night Meal— Thanksgiving!

Thanks to the Bailey’s/Baker’s for hosting our Family Night 
Thanksgiving, such a warm and wonderful evening. 
Return of the Lunch Ladies for the December gathering! 

A season of waiting 

   Our oven 
recently bit the 
dust, and the 
needed 
replacement part is 
no longer 
manufactured. Due 
to an appliance shortage, we had to wait eight 
weeks for a new oven! Yet even amid 
inconvenience, I see God’s purpose. We were 
thankful to have a grill and slow cookers in the 
meantime. We creatively attempted to cook 
favorite meals in different ways. And though we 
craved anything baked in an oven — cookies, 
casseroles, even chicken nuggets — we realized 
that waiting eight weeks for an oven isn’t truly a 
trying time. 
   Many of us wait for much greater milestones 
and miracles: physical healing, the return of a 
prodigal child, an end to financial struggles. Paul 
offers us hope as we wait: “May the God who 
gives endurance and encouragement give you the 
same attitude of mind toward each other that 
Christ Jesus had” (Romans 15:5, NIV). 
   When you’re in a season of waiting — including 
Advent! — consider what you’re thankful for and 
what you crave. Tell God how you’re feeling and 
ask for endurance while you wait.

—Janna Firestone
Upcoming Hosts: 
December -  Lunch Ladies 
January - Susan Campbell & Pam Ortt 
February - Valentine’s Banquet 
March - Jean & Harvey; Mike & Gale 
April - Bunny Breakfast 
May -  Mother’s Day Breakfast

Poinsettias will be $19.   
 
If you would like to order 
please email the church at: 

centralpresbyterian2649@gmail.com, or call 
the office at 270-365-2649. Thanks!

mailto:centralpresbyterian2649@gmail.com
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The example of Mary 

“We must look to Mary’s example to know how to deal with the 
glorious impossibilities of God,” writes Calvin Miller in The Christ of 
Christmas. “Look how she turned the world upside down by making 
one simple statement.”

Jesus surely could have come to earth without Mary’s aid. But God 
seems to prefer partnering with people to accomplish miracles such 
as salvation and healing. So God chooses Mary to carry the Savior. 
Later, Jesus often declares people’s own faith crucial to their healing. 
And today, God works justice through us, not apart from us.

God doesn’t force us into collaboration. Yet, notes Miller, “God 
needs only a little of our agreement in order to work mighty wonders.” Like Mary’s humble assent: “I am the 
Lord’s servant. … May your word to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38, NIV). And like yours — for whatever 
partnership God invites you into. God will do the heavy lifting, for certain, but he hopes you’ll say yes.

We think everyone enjoyed the hymn 
sing-a-long!— but wait…

Tyler gets 

the 

obligatory 

birthday 

hug from 

mom!

Peppers  in Gatlinburg!

Simms?

Lainey’s first buck???

I hear Anita and Jo won 

the scavenger hunt?!?

Is “Itt “the…

Ellie nails the 
ruby slippers!!

Katie hits sweet 16?

The Easts outdid 

it; a little
 

Halloween OD!

The Gift of Family
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Savoring simplicity 

Clare of Assisi, who lived in the 
1200s, founded the Poor Clares, a 
community of simplicity and 
service. “O holy poverty,” she wrote, 
“to those who possess and desire 
you, God promises the kingdom of 
heaven and offers … blessed life!”

These ancient words still ring true. We can’t serve 
both God and money, says Jesus, adding that it’s a 
matter of the heart. But before selling your house, 
consider small steps for embracing simplicity and 
blessing: Trade an afternoon of shopping for coffee 
with a friend who’s struggling. For guests, prepare a 
pot of chili rather than a multicourse meal. Donate 
good-quality items you’re not using.

Living simply is challenging, especially at the 
holidays, but the rewards are simply amazing. “The 
challenge of simplicity is a magnet to the human 
spirit,” writes Dale Evans Rogers. “Much of the 
beauty of Christmas lies in its challenge to look 
further, deeper, until we find its secret in the heart 
of God.”

How to keep 
Christmas 

Inspirational author 
Wilferd Peterson pondered 
ways to “best keep 
Christmas” and “defeat the 
little bit of Scrooge in all of us.” After reading his 
suggestions, add your own!

• By following the Star … to stand again in awe and 
wonder before the Babe in the manger.

• By rediscovering the faith and simplicity of a little 
child.

• By being still and listening to the angels sing within 
our hearts.

• By quietly evaluating our lives according to the 
Master’s standards as set forth in the Sermon on 
the Mount.

•By resolving to give 
ourselves away to others.

•By using the light of 
Christmas to guide us 
through … the coming 
year.

The greatest gift-giver 

When we give each other Christmas presents in His 
name, let us remember that he has given us the sun 
and the moon and the stars, the earth with its forests 
and mountains and oceans — and all that lives and 
moves upon them. He has given us all green things 
and everything that blossoms and bears fruit and all 
that we quarrel about and all that we have misused. 
And to save us from our own foolishness, from all our 

sins, he came 
down to earth 
and gave us 
himself.

—Sigrid Undset

Clerk’s report 

•We will support Samaritan’s Purse with offering 
collected toward Mission Shoebox monies. 
 
•Local monies collected from Peacemaking Offering 
will be given to the Youth Christmas Mission. 
 
•Rev. Anthony Barta has been invited to lead 
worship, install officers and moderate a 
congregational meeting on Jan. 9th, if needed. 
 
•Jake Pepper has agreed to finish out the term of 
Danny Beavers on the Personnel Committee. 
 
•Trustees are taking bids for the replacement of our 
commercial dishwasher, est. price to be about 
$4,000.
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BIRTHDAYS  
2nd - Roy Burris 
3rd - Michelle Pepper 
4th - Logan Hall 
11th - Laura Baker,  
          Wood Brown 
12th - Brylee East 
13th - Wayne Hartigan 
14th - Bob Esters 
16th - Pat Hayes,   
          Todd Wetzel 
17th - Sam Teutsch 
18th - Ellie Simms, Joe Shore 
19th - Ella Beshear 
20th - Allison Murray 
21st - Rachel Cummins 
25th - Jane Hall, Joey East 
26th - Shane Fortner, Irl Stevens 
28th - Hallie Blythe 
 
ANNIVERSARIES  
10th - Andy and Leeann Bailey 
11th - Tyler and Allison Beshear 
15th - Matt and Sarah Dickinson 
27th - Irl and Lucy Stevens 
28th - Wayne and Becky Hartigan 
29th - Rick and Bebby Lewis 
30th - Billy and Mollie Boyd

A shoot brings life 

Last year, Israeli scientists 
harvested dates from seeds that 
had been dormant about 2,000 
years. The seeds, recovered 
during archaeological digs, were 
nurtured in incubators and 
several thrived. One (named 
Methuselah!) became a 10-foot-
tall palm tree.

Horticulturists joked about marketing “dates that 
Jesus ate,” but there’s another scriptural connection. 
Isaiah 11, a traditional Advent reading, prophesies: “A 
shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch shall grow out of his roots” (verse 1, NRSV). 
Jesus is the tender shoot that emerged from the 
humble peasant origins of Jesse, father of King 
David. From a dynasty that went dormant due to 
Israel’s sins sprouted a mighty tree, who will 
someday usher in a reign of peace (see verses 6-7).

Some people and churches celebrate Christmas with 
a Jesse Tree, remembering how God sent Jesus to 
sprout life out of death and bring new hope and joy 
to the world.

—adapted from The Wired Word

Italian Potluck! December 15th 
“Buon Natale!” 

We’re thinking  
Angel Hair Carbonara,  

Baked Ziti,  
Toasted Ravioli,  

Tiramisu,  
Gelato 

Put your thinking caps on! 
See you at 6 p.m. “Gradito!”

Special Services for December 
Youth: Dec. 5, 5 p.m.  
“Hanging of the Green”

Children’s Choir: Dec. 12, 5 p.m. 
“Out of the Box Christmas”

Chancel Choir: Dec. 19 10:45 a.m. 
“Lessons and Carols”

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 5 p.m.
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Come to Bethlehem and Be Nourished    PCUSA Advent Devotions* 
By Donna Frischknecht Jackson, Editor of Presbyterians Today 

 I was hopeful at the start of 2021. Vaccines for a global pandemic were available. 
Businesses and churches began reopening. Weddings that were put on hold 
resumed. As the months passed, though, hope began to wane. Coronavirus 
variants emerged. Debates on mask wearing escalated. Those tirelessly working 
for justice grew weary. I found myself searching for certainty in a still uncertain 
world. And now, as the year ends and the Advent season begins, I find myself, like 
my biblical forebears, walking in darkness. Perhaps you are walking with me, too. 

Now more than ever, we need to hold on to the Advent truth Isaiah proclaimed that “those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness — on them light has shined.” And we hold on to that promise together — in a 
community rooted in prayer and marked with compassion and forgiveness. We cannot walk alone. Nor should 
we. 

We need to find our strength in the Good News of that holy night when a Savior for all humankind came to 
save us. We need to help one another bolster an all too precarious faith, especially in a world that seems to be 
emerging from a global crisis no better than it was before. Tempers are rising, patience is shorter, and self-
preservation seems to be the star guiding businesses, governments and churches. 

During this Advent, what if we seek to be the builders of that peaceable kingdom foretold, boldly committing 
to build a community that cares for the unloved, the unseen and the unheard? What if we discover once again 
that all we hunger for is in that ancient feeding trough that cradled a precious gift — a babe who would one 
day say, “I am the Bread of Life.”

*The Communications Team will be posting Daily Advent Devotions from this source on the FB Page for your Advent journey.

Chris Teutsch provided this superlative shot of the CPC at sunset!

Central Presbyterian Church 
—

Thank you! We are so 
grateful for your generous 
support and belief in 
theological education. 

Without you I would not be here and 
leaning into my God-given call to 
ministry.I am a second year student 
(non-traditional, too) and in 
congregational placement loving all 
LPTS has to offer! 

This soil is nourishing as is your support.

Thank you,

Mellissa A. Worthy, MDiv,  2023

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/advent2021/?
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Central Presbyterian 
Church 

206 W. Main St. 
Princeton, KY 42445

Remember to reach out 

For many people, the holidays bring sorrow, grief and stress. If you’re hurting, 
turn to Jesus and his power. Learn from the woman who, desperate to be 
healed, reached out to touch the edge of Jesus’ robe and was immediately 
cured.

Sometimes we think our healing process will be so exhaustive that we hesitate 
to take the first step. Or we doubt that Jesus still performs miracles. Amid your 
pain, have you reached out? Have you dared to touch Jesus’ robe? He is there, 
waiting to say: “Your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering” (Mark 5:34, NIV).

—Julie Lee

You can play your part. 
See where we are in action and donate to 
Presbyterian Missions HERE

Watch it, Betty, I hear he’s a “mean one."

Adley & Harper deliver for “Gather ’s  
Community Thanksgiving! 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/get-involved/
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