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CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
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Clerk of Session .......................................................................................................... Shane Fortner 

Treasurer ........................................................................................................................... Pat Hayes 

Music Director ............................................................................................................ Nancy Taylor 

Organist .................................................................................................................. Rachel Childress 

Session……………………………………………………………  Rev. Ken Godshall, Moderator 

               Gerry Baker  

Danny Beavers 
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Trustees ..................................................................................................... Bebby Lewis, Moderator 
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Custodian/Church Maintenance ....................................................................Laura and Gerry Baker 

Rainbow Bells Director.............................................................................................. Leeann Bailey 

Children’s Choir Director ........................................................................................ Mabeth Cortner 

Youth Group Director ................................................................................................ Leeann Bailey 

Handbell Director......................................................................................................... Jenny Franke 
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PASTOR’S REPORT 

 

The past year has been one of continuity and change.  I am excited about the future of the church 

and am grateful for the opportunity to serve as your pastor. 

 

The heart of our church is worship.  Our style is traditional.  The elements of worship on Sunday 

morning are Scripture readings, prayers, a Bible-based sermon, and a rich music program of 

anthems and hymns.    

 

This year we incorporated the Chancel Choir’s annual Advent program into morning worship on 

the third Sunday of Advent.  We also participated in a Service of Hope offered by the Caldwell 

County Ministerial Association at Ogden Methodist.  The service was designed to help people 

who struggle during the Christmas season.  I offered the message. 

 

The pulpit was supplied this year by Don Barger, Rev. Ken Dick, Rev. Sharon Murray, and 

Nancy Taylor. 

 

Hayden Miles Blythe was baptized in July.  We welcomed new members Angie and Chris 

Teutsch and Cathy and Cray Lewis.  There were four deaths:  Firmon Cook, Enos Schaper, Jane 

Fleming and Mary Elizabeth Jones.  They will be missed.  Membership declined slightly as a 

result of three other losses. 

 

Christian Education had a faithful year.  In the adult class Rev. Sharon Murray taught Shirley 

Guthrie’s Christian Doctrine for several months.  The class studied Romans in the second half of 

the year.  Our one class for children will split into two next year as a result of higher preschool 

enrollment.  We thank Stacey Menser for teaching a diverse class in 2018. 

 

Ella Beshear, Katie Menser, and Collin Teutsch completed a confirmation class led by Rev. 

Murray and Nancy Taylor.  It is a privilege to watch our young people grow in the faith.  Ellie, 

Katie, and Collin will make a profession of faith during worship in January 2019. 

 

The Chancel Choir continues to sing challenging and beautiful anthems that mesh well with 

weekly Scripture.  The choir purchased new gowns for the first time in many years.  Choir 

Director Nancy Taylor has announced that she will step down early next year after 11 years of 

service.  We’re grateful to Nancy for all that she has accomplished. 

 

The Children’s Choir sang during worship and offered their annual Christmas program in 

Fellowship Hall.  The annual Christmas program attracts a large audience each year.  We are 

grateful to Mabeth Cortner and her many helpers for making this a continued success.  

 

The church hosted the annual Martin Luther King Day program for the third year.  The goal is to 

build strong community relationships by remembering Dr. King’s words and accomplishments. 

Our speaker this year was Rev. Kerri Allen, a doctoral candidate at Garrett Theological 

Seminary.  We attracted over 100 people with the help of the local newspaper and radio station. 
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The Mission Team continues to carry the gospel message outside the church walls.  We visited 

the Pennyroyal Veterans Center in Hopkinsville to serve a meal and play bingo.  We continue 

our support of King’s Kitchen and Feeding God’s Children in Caldwell County.  We supported 

the work of Jackie Murray in hosting a summer camp for autistic children at the Brighter Future 

Learning Center in June and July.  We served dinner at the public library for participants in the 

Prime Time Reading Program. 

 

The Youth Group had 18 participants in 2018.  The group hosted the annual Valentine’s Day 

fundraising lunch in February.  Along with the Youth Group at First Presbyterian, Paducah, our 

young people served dinner and played bingo at the Pennyroyal Veterans Center in Hopkinsville.  

In December our young people led the annual Hanging of the Greens Advent service.  Thanks to 

Leeann Bailey for directing all this activity. 

 

The major church infrastructure improvement was a new HVAC unit.  This replaces a boiler 

system that was built in the sixties.  We are fortunate to be able to maintain the physical plant 

without financial strain.   

 

The Trustees and Session formed a Safety & Security Committee to improve church security.  

The committee is chaired by Sherman Chaudoin.  The committee locks the North Entrance and 

Huff Court doors during Sunday morning worship.  Each week a committee member sits in the 

narthex during worship to direct late-arriving worshipers who enter through the main entrance.  

We have also ordered a new windowed door for Huff Court and a camera system for the North 

Entrance and Huff Court entrances. 

 

The church continues to be active in the Presbytery of Western Kentucky.  Mabeth Cortner, 

Shane Fortner, Sue Godshall and I serve on Presbytery committees.  Mabeth and I attended a 

meeting of all three Kentucky presbyteries in Danville in November. 

 

I completed a two-year term as chairperson of the Presbyterian Mission Agency Board in 

Louisville last June.  I continue to be active in the local community.  I’m a Rotary member, serve 

on the Morgan Foundation Board, and attend meetings of the Drone Club at the high school. 

 

Sue and I have enjoyed our time in Caldwell County and the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  We 

thank church members for their hospitality and friendliness. 

 

It is an honor to be the pastor of this church. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Rev. Ken Godshall 
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PARISH ASSOCIATE 

 

This has been a joyous year at Central Presbyterian Church. I’ve enjoyed worshiping on Sunday 

mornings as well as preaching. I also was able to serve outside the bounds of our presbytery a bit 

as well.  

 

Below is a list of events in which I’ve participated during 2018. 

 

Preached at CPC on April 22, May 20, July 15, and November 25. 

 

Participated in liturgy and the service of communion with Rev. Godshall on November 4, and 

December 2. 

 

Offered the Children’s Message on April 8, Palm Sunday.  

 

On September 23 gave Women’s Program at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Huntsville, AL. On 

September 24, preached and participated in serving communion at St. Mark’s as well.  

 

On October 7 gave presentation at Women’s Meeting for the Reformation celebration at St. 

Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Paducah, KY. 

 

On October 29, Reformation Sunday participated in the worship service at First Presbyterian 

Church in Paducah, celebrating their anniversary.  

 

I hope to be able to continue preaching and teaching as needed, as well as participating in 

communion and liturgy on first Sundays during this coming year. 

 

Grace & Peace, 

 

Sharon 
 

Rev. Sharon McCormick Murray 
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PRESBYTERY COMMISSIONER 

 

The 2018 Presbytery meetings were held at First Presbyterian Hopkinsville, First Presbyterian of 

Calvert City, First Presbyterian of Mayfield, and First Presbyterian Owensboro.  Rev. Tony 

Barta of Hopkinsville First served as the Presbytery Moderator for 2018. 

 

A Tri State Presbytery retreat was held in Danville, Kentucky on November 2-3, 2018.  This was 

a gathering of all three of the Kentucky Presbyteries for worship and fellowship.  Attending from 

Central Presbyterian were Rev. Ken Godshall and Mabeth Cortner. 

 

A change in the Presbytery’s Diploma School was adopted this year.  Rev. Jenna Goggins of 

Paducah First Presbyterian reported at the August meeting on the status of the Diploma School, 

noting that most of the classwork will be done on-line in the future under the auspices of the 

Dubuque Theological Seminary. Teaching Elder Kenneth Dick, Coordinating Presbyter, noted 

the continuing need in our Presbytery for Commissioned Lay Pastors. 

 

Members from Central Presbyterian who have been involved in the business of the Presbytery 

this year include: 

o Mabeth Cortner – Immediate Past Moderator of Presbytery, member of Oversight 

Commission and Commission on Ministry, and PW Peace and Justice 

Coordinator 

o Rev. Ken Godshall – member of Commission on Ministry, Mission Committee, 

and Church Development and Visitation Committee 

o Sue Godshall – member of Finance Committee 

o Shane Fortner – CPC Elder Commissioner and member of Design Review Team 

 

Shane Fortner 
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CLERK OF SESSION 

 

I served as a Ruling Elder on Session and Clerk of Session in the past year.   

 

In my role as Clerk I have attended all Session meetings and kept the minutes for those meetings 

as well as Congregational Meetings and Special Called Session meetings.  I have also 

participated in the ordination and installation of Ruling Elders. 

 

I submitted our Session minutes to the Stated Clerk of the West Kentucky Presbytery for his 

review.  Our minutes were approved by the Stated Clerk “without exception.” 

 

After each Session meeting I also prepared the “Letter from Session”.  This is a letter distributed 

via email to church members apprising them of the activities and business that were taken up on 

the church’s behalf at the Session meeting. 

 

I have been working during December to compile annual statistical data for the Presbyterian 

Church USA and the Presbytery of Western Kentucky. 

 

Shane Fortner 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

 

The mission of the Christian Education team is to serve God by fostering Bible literacy and 

Christian fellowship through education.   

 

Teachers this year included Diane and Sherman Chaudoin, Mabeth Cortner, Stacey Menser, 

Amy Simms, Doug Edrington, Ken Godshall, Nancy Taylor, and Sharon Murray. 

 

 A weekly lesson is offered to the Children’s Choir on Thursday afternoons by Mabeth 

Cortner.  The choir consisted of 18 children ranging in age from 3 to 11, many of them 

from outside the church. 

 

 On Sunday mornings we have one Sunday school class consisting of elementary and 

middle school students.  The Presbyterian curriculum that we use is Grace & Gratitude.  

Stacy Menser is our teacher with Amy Simms assisting.  Next year we will add a separate 

class for younger children as a result of growth in preschool enrollment. 

 

 The Sunday morning adult class continues to thrive.  This year we studied Christian 

Doctrine by Shirley Guthrie under the direction of Sharon Murray.  We also spent four 

months studying Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 

 

 Spiritual Life met on Sunday nights at Charly Morgan’s home for several years.  The 

group discussed a variety of Bible and devotion texts. This wonderful gathering went 

away following Charly’s move to Tennessee in September. 

 

 Sharon Murray and Nancy Taylor offered a 12-week confirmation class that ended right 

before Christmas.  Ella Beshear, Katie Menser, and Collin Teutsch will make a 

profession of faith during worship in January and be welcomed as active members of the 

church. We rejoice in their growth in understanding and faithfulness. 

 

Thanks to everyone for your support in teaching and encouraging the study of God’s Word! 
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COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE 

 
This committee was formed in January 2018. We formed this committee to help communicate 

with our congregation , primarily through three mediums. Social Media (Facebook), Newsletter, 

and our Website.  

 

Facebook had 141 followers in January.  As of December 7th, we have 162 followers.  The 

largest group of followers, 27%, are 65 and older. I was surprised to learn our target group (18-

34), only makeup 13%.  We have had 46 posts total this year. We have had 11 events that were 

posted, reaching 2.6K people. Out of the people reached only 44 responded (going, interested). 

The event that got the most reach was the Bunny Breakfast in March which reached 1.1k people, 

which only had 12 responses. These numbers do not include the recent Advent events. Suzanne 

Davis is the Admin of our Facebook page. We have 4 Editors James Menser, Stacey Menser, 

Nancy Taylor and Mabeth Cortner.  If anyone else would like to be an Editor of our page let us 

know. Also if there something you think should be on Facebook just let us know. 

 

The Newsletter is run by Nancy Taylor. Nancy took over responsibility of the newsletter when 

we formed this committee.  Nancy has done a tremendous job! Everything you need to know that 

is happening this month is included. We have about 25 people who only receive the newsletter 

by mail. We would like to discontinue the paper copy. If you need something in the newsletter it 

needs to be sent to Nancy before the 26
th

 of the month. 

 

The Website is still under construction. Due to the Children's Choir program, progress has been 

paused, It will resume the first of next year. Mabeth has been working tirelessly, trying to get 

audio of sermons accessible through the website for people who can't make it to church, or 

would just like to hear it again. 

Questions for Session 

 

 Should we put a donate button on our Facebook page? 

 

 Ken should be added as a editor for the Facebook page. 

 

 Ideas to reach younger audience on social media. 

 

 Would there be an event that we need to boost? Cost $20 

 

 Do we need to add Misty Dorsey as an editor? 

 

The members of the Communication Committee are Nancy Taylor, Danny Beavers, Clarence 

Miller, and James Menser Jr. Remember to like and share our Facebook page, post pictures and 

tag the church. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

James Menser Jr.   

Chairperson 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM 

 

The Congregational Care Committee of Central Presbyterian Church meets on Thursday 

afternoons on a bi-monthly basis with meetings in January, March, May, July, September and 

November.  Members for 2018 were Laura Baker, Mollie Boyd, Judy Bishop, Diane Chaudoin, 

Gale Cherry, Rev. Ken Godshall and Serieta Jaggers, chairperson. 

 

  Rev. Godshall opens each meeting with prayer.  Team members share their recent personal 

visits and calls.  Cards are addressed to those with birthdays, anniversaries and other notable 

events.  Get well cards are sent at any time there is a need. Cards are also sent to college students 

with words of encouragement.  The Prayer List is discussed and current concerns are shared.   

 

The congregational card committee provides “Blessings Bags” to the church office for 

distribution to those who may stop by the church looking for help.  The packages contain non-

perishable food items, personal care items, water and a Bible verse.  

 

Anyone interested in joining this committee should contact any member.  We are an equal 

opportunity committee!! 

 

Serieta G. Jaggers, Chairperson 
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CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP 

 

Central Presbyterian Church offered fellowship opportunities almost every month of the year.  

We attracted 20-35 people at each meal.  A good time was had by all!  

 

 

Month    Host        Theme/Program 

 

January  Fellowship Committee   Crockpot Lunch 

   Cancelled due to inclement weather 

 

February   Youth Group     Valentine Day fundraiser 

  

March    Pat Hayes and Mollie Boyd   Katie Menser & Family 

         Ireland Karate Trip  

 

May   Men’s Group     Mother’s Day Breakfast 

         Barbershop Quartet 

 

September  Gale & Mike Cherry    Church Picnic 

 

October   Mollie Boyd and Pat Hayes   Air Evac ambulance service 

  

November  Gerry & Laura Baker,    Thanksgiving Dinner 

   Shane Fortner     Gale Cherry, Rotary 

 

December Beth Englebright    Santa Claus                                                                                                

  

 

Congregational Fellowship Committee:  Gerry Baker and Shane Fortner 
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EVANGELISM TEAM 

 

The radio outreach team continued Central Presbyterian Church’s religious ministry on WPKY 

AM FM radio station.   

 

Our efforts consist of six rotating one minute spots heard Monday-Friday during the 12:00 noon 

and 5:00 p.m. news blocks.  These messages are written by Rev. Godshall and recorded by 

members of our congregation.  They appear to be well-received by listeners and are often 

complimented. 

 

These spots are changed approximately every six months and we will start a new series the first 

of the year.  Many church members have participated in the past.  2018 readers included Jake 

Pepper, Jean Martin, Allision Beshear, Sherman Chaudoin, Leeann Bailey, Maggie Gammon, 

Charly Morgan, Kelly Falder, Christ Teutsch, Jackie Murray, and Ken Godshall.   

 

The radio station was sold this year to new owners from Cadiz.  We are look forward to growing 

this relationship. 

 

Volunteers are always welcome.  I’ll be looking for six voices this January.  Anyone interested 

should just let me know.   

 

 

Mike Cherry 
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MISSION TEAM 

 

LOCAL MISSIONS 

 

Caldwell County Free Clinic: The Free Clinic serves fewer people than in the past as a result of 

Obamacare but continues to assist the working poor through diagnostic services and free 

prescriptions. The church makes our basement space available for these efforts free of charge.  

An annual Cookie Walk fundraiser with church participation is held each year at First Baptist 

Church.  

 

King’s Kitchen: This ecumenical program continues to be organized each summer by Southside 

Baptist Church. Approximately 300 meals were delivered three days per week during the 

summer school closure.  Our church members helped to deliver the food. 

 

Princeton Autism Camp: This program was organized by church member Jackie Murray and 

held at Brighter Future Learning Center. For five weeks, three days per week, ten families of 

children with autism attended and received specialized care from professionals including Speech 

Therapy, Behavior Management, Occupational Therapy as well as support and interaction with 

other families. Several church members from our Youth Group served as volunteers. Members 

also provided necessary supplies. 

 

George Coon Public Library: The library once again had Prime Time Family Reading for six 

weeks with dinner and a program provided to any families in Caldwell County wishing to 

participate. Our congregation hosted and provided a lasagna and pizza dinner as well as 

meaningful fellowship with families in our community. 

 

REGIONAL MISSIONS 

 

Pennyroyal Veterans Center: In 2018 members of the congregation held a pork chop dinner in 

July for 50 homeless veterans as they transition into working life. While there we hosted Bingo 

with prizes and fellowship. The Mission Team also sponsored the CPC Youth Group in a fall 

visit with Bingo and a lasagna dinner.     

 

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS 

 

Haiti Bakery: The church continues to provide support to the bakery in Haiti that is supervised 

by the Murray Family.  Funds from the annual Haiti Bake Sale held in November will be used by 

John Robert and the bakery to assist the poor in his community. 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 

The role of the Nominating Committee is to nominate church officers for the consideration of the 

congregation.  The nominations are presented at a congregational meeting where the nominees 

are presented and voted on. The congregation is given the opportunity to vote on other 

candidates at the meeting. 

 

Members of the 2018 Nominating Committee were Dwight Wolfe, chair, Serieta Jaggers, Danny 

Beavers, Stacey Menser, John Mahan, Lori McCalister, Marlene Byrd, and alternate, Irl Stevens.   

Rev. Ken Godshall served as ex officio member.   

 

On October 7, 2018 the committee met to determine three nominees for the Elder Class of 2021, 

two nominees for Trustee Class of 2021, and nominees for four at-large members of the 2019 

Nominating Committee.  Irl Stevens served as an alternate for Lori McCalister.  Marlene Byrd 

was excused due to illness. The following nominations were made: 

 

 Elder – Tyler Beshear, Roy Burris, and Amy Simms, with Serieta Jaggers as an alternate.  

  

Trustee – Gale Cherry and Rick Lewis, with Sue Godshall as an alternate. 

 

Nominating Committee – Mollie Boyd, Serieta Jaggers, Jeff Simms, and Lucy Stevens, 

with Stacey Menser as an alternate. 

 

A congregational meeting was held November 4, 2018 at which time the above nominees were 

presented.  No other candidates were nominated from the floor.  The nominations were approved 

by a voice vote.   

 

As alternates, Serieta Jaggers and Sue Godshall will be available to complete the term of any 

elder or trustee who resigns or is unable to continue service during 2019. 

 

2018 Nominating Committee thanks the congregation for their support and cooperation; and the 

Lord for our able and willing nominees of whom we are proud. 
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

 

The Personnel Committee employed Misty Dorsey as office manager during 2018 after a lengthy 

search and several excellent candidates.  Misty Dorsey is a valuable asset to the church and we 

feel fortunate she accepted the offer of employment.   Misty in is the office every week day 

morning except Tuesday.  She has undertaken the many different functions of office manager 

and is a good fit with the staff of CPC.   

 

The committee recommended to the Session of Central Presbyterian Church a Child Protection 

Policy.  Session approved the policy and guidelines for all employees and volunteers working 

with children at CPC or any CPC activities.  A copy of the policy is available in the church office 

for anyone interested in reviewing the policy. 

 

Unfortunately 2018 saw the committee lose Charly Morgan and Anne Banister as members.  

Hopefully replacements will be forthcoming after the first of the year. 

 

 The 2018 performance of each church employee will be reviewed by the committee in February, 

2019.   

 

Serieta G. Jaggers, Danny Beavers, Mollie Boyd, Dwight Wolfe 
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SAFETY AND SECURITY COMMITTEE 

 

The safety and Security Committee was established as a standing committee of the church by 

Session in the spring of 2018 following a meeting with our insurance carrier in regard to the 

recent church shootings in rural communities in Texas and Tennessee, and the much closer 

school shooting in Marshall County. 

 

As an immediate action the committee recommended and Session approved locking the North 

entrance and Huff Court doors during all services, leaving the main entrance as the only means 

of entering for late arrivals.  In addition, we set up a system for Narthex Monitors consisting 

primarily of committee members and other volunteers to serve as greeters for late arrivals, and to 

the extent possible, be aware of, and respond to any unusual activity throughout the building. 

 

Beyond trying to at least prepare mentally to deal with an armed intruder, our group turned its 

attention to responding to much more likely events such as a fire or assisting one of our members 

or guests experiencing a heart attack or stroke during a service. 

 

We toured the building noting the location of fire extinguishers and thinking about how to 

organize an evacuation in the event of a fire or tornado.  Most of our members went to the Fire 

Department and received hands-on training from Fire Chief Brent Francis in extinguishing an 

actual diesel fuel fire using one of the extinguishers from our building.  All of those who 

participated will be much better prepared to protect our members and property if we were to 

experience a fire emergency in the future. 

 

A much more likely emergency, as our population ages, is the need to respond properly to a 

member or guest suffering a heart attack while participating in a worship service or other activity 

here at the church.  To help prepare for that possibility we have purchased an Automatic 

Defibrillator Device which will soon be installed near the Huff Court entrance.  Training on the 

use of that life saving device as well as CPR training is in the process of being scheduled at this 

time.   That training is open to not only committee members, but to anyone who is interested, and 

at this time nine members have expressed a desire to learn these life saving techniques. 

 

We are a new committee, and I am sure other areas of concern will come to our attention as we 

move forward.  We welcome your input and suggestions, so as the saying goes, if you see 

something, say something, and we will respond.   

 

If you are willing to volunteer to be a participant in these activities to make CPC a safer and 

more secure place to worship God, please contact the church office, Gerry Baker, or me and we 

will gladly include you. 

 

We take our responsibility very seriously, and our goal is to make the worship experience here at 

CPC as safe and comfortable as is humanly possible.  We pray for God’s blessing in achieving 

that goal. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Sherman Chaudoin 
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WORSHIP TEAM 

 

Mission Statement: We celebrate God’s presence with us through liturgically based worship 

services.  

 

Purpose:  We are the stewards of the integrity of worship. We encourage and steer toward 

reverence, depth, meaning, and the reception of God’s message. 

 

2018 Worship Team members: Nancy Taylor, Chair and Session liaison, Rev. Ken Godshall, 

Rachel Childress, Mabeth Cortner, Stacey Menser, Mike Cherry, and Mollie Boyd. 

 

Parish Associate:  Rev. Sharon Murray serves as liturgist on the first Sunday of the month and 

administers the Lord’s Supper each month with Rev. Godshall. 

 

Pulpit Supply:  Dan Barger, Rev. Ken Dick, Rev. Sharon Murray, Nancy Taylor. 

 

Lay Participation: There are 22 liturgists in the congregation. Ten members provide the 

Children’s Message. 

 

Lord’s Supper:  Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month and Christmas Eve.  The 

communion elements are prepared by Mollie Boyd and Mabeth Cortner. 

 

Lenten Services: Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter 

Sunday. 

 

Advent Services:  Youth Group: Hanging of the Greens 

   Children’s Choir Program: Wrapping All the Way 

   Chancel Choir: Festival of Lessons and Carols 

   Christmas Eve: Candlelight Service 

   Service of Hope: Blue Christmas 

 

The Chancel Choir service was offered during morning worship on December 16.  In previous 

years it was offered on Sunday afternoon as a stand-alone service. 

 

The Blue Christmas service is an evening service sponsored by the Caldwell County Ministerial 

Association.  It was held at Ogden Methodist. 

 

The children of the church collect a Birthday Offering on the first Sunday of the month.  They 

also bring the communion cup and plate to the communion table at the beginning of worship. 

 

Special Offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing 

   Pentecost Offering 

   Peacemaking Offering 

   White Offering 

      Christmas Joy     
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CHANCEL CHOIR 

. 

We added Katie Menser as a new alto and Melissa McDaniel as a new soprano, McDaniel has 

also filled in a choir director and accompanist when absences needed to be filled.  We have had 

occasional participation from Sean Mestan, bass; Anita Talley, alto; Isabel Cook, alto. 

 

For Lent, we led on Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and our annual Tenebrae, Service of 

Ashes, at the noon hour on Good Friday.  These have become traditions that speak well to those 

in attendance, both the choir and congregation.   

 

We did a Festival of Lessons & Carols for the Third Sunday of Advent, moving our participation 

from the evening to morning worship. 

 

We hosted the Presbytery Advent Music Program, led by Rev. Lynn and Elaine Shurley.  

Churches from around the presbytery will gather aiding the smaller church in full choral 

participation of the season.   

 

We sang at Nancy Schaper’s memorial, honoring her memory as a lifelong and constant member 

of church choir.  With seed money from her memorial we purchased new choir robes.  

Additional monies were raised without stressing the music budget. 

 

Our new organ has been in place for more than a year with Rachel Childress leading in special 

music services where it may be featured.  We hope for these to continue. 

 

The choir ministry continues with unbridled enthusiasm and support from our church.  It is 

inspiring to us.  We are grateful. 

 

I continue to believe that many people worship through choral singing and we are honored to 

lead the way with this task given us by God.  With His inspiration we will continue in full voice, 

new robes and well rehearsal as long as the call shall last. 

 

Nancy Taylor, 

Choir director 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

 

The CPC Children’s Choir is important in the life of our church in terms of both our children’s 

ministry and our evangelism program.  The choir is made up of children in our own church as 

well as some from other churches in the community. 
 

In the spring semester of 2018, the choir consisted of 18 children ranging in age from 3 to 11.  

The choir shared music at four morning worship services during the spring and kept busy with an 

assortment of activities. A highlight of the spring is always our annual Bunny Breakfast and 

Easter Egg Hunt. We had a great turnout this year complete with the Easter Bunny and tons of 

eggs to hunt. 
 

Proceeds from the breakfast were used to fund the end-of-year trip to the Discovery Park of 

America in Union City, Tennessee. This year thirty-two children and family members had a 

delightful day touring the museum and grounds and enjoying the incredible exhibits. Once again, 

the highlight of our day was when the choir sang in the small chapel located in the park.  
 

We ended the choir year by honoring our two graduating fifth-graders: Abby Cummins and 

Annabelle Conger. While our graduates always leave a void, it is amazing to watch the new choir 

leadership emerge. 

 

We kicked off the 2018-19 choir year with a pizza party in the church yard. The children always 

love spending time in the yard and renewing their choir friendships. We welcomed new choir 

members Hallie Blythe and Charlie Jaggers. These girls have brought a fresh excitement as they 

joined fellow toddlers in showing us the bright future of Children’s Choir at CPC.  
 

The highlight of each choir year is the annual Christmas musical. This year’s production was 

Wrapping All the Way. The story was about the town of Tuneville which loved Christmas so 

much they declared it Christmas every day. When bad weather threatened their big celebration, 

the Tunies realized Christmas is really about the Light of the World who came to bring hope in 

the darkness. The performance was full of rhythms, dances, and delightful performances.  
 

The 2018-2019 choir includes five fifth-graders, three fourth-graders, three second-graders, one 

in first grade and five preschoolers. Members are: Ellie Bailey, Noah Bailey, Lainey Beshear, 

Hallie Blythe, Jack Childress, Roger Childress, Jonah Crim, Nolan Crim, Brylee East, Autumn 

Fox, Charlie Jaggers, Adley Lewis, Harper Lewis, Jacob McDaniels, Reagann Morris, Ellie 

Simms, and Hannah Teutsch. 
 

The choir is led by Mabeth Cortner with assistance each week from Gerry and Laura Baker, 

Mollie Boyd, Rachel Childress, Misty Dorsey, Pat Hayes, Bebby Lewis, Sue Simms, and Lucy 

Stevens. There are a host of other willing volunteers who are just a phone call away.  Thanks to 

all who support the choir through snacks, donations, assistance, and, most importantly, prayers. 

 

Mabeth Cortner 
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YOUTH GROUP 

 

Youth Group had a successful year!  

  

In January we signed Valentine’s cards for some of the special members of our congregation as 

well as for residents of the local nursing home.  We held a successful Valentine’s Luncheon in 

February as a fundraiser for youth activities.  We went bowling and saw one of the “God’s Not 

Dead” movies.  We stuffed eggs for the Easter egg hunt. 

  

In the fall, we kicked off the start of a new school year with a picnic at the Bailey’s house.  In 

October we combined with the Youth Group from the First Presbyterian Church of Paducah to 

provide supper and bingo at the Veterans’ Center in Hopkinsville. We were well received.   

 

Our year culminated with the annual Hanging of the Greens service.  14 Youth Group members 

participated.  With funds donated through the offering at that service, we purchased gifts for a 

child identified by the HOPE/COPE Center, Toys for Tots for the local community, baby 

supplies for clients of the HANDS program at the health department, and food to be handed out 

at church as needed. 

  

Our identified membership consists of the following: 

 

1 - Senior 

3 - Juniors 

7 - Sophomores 

1 - Freshman 

4 - 8
th

 Grader 

2 - 7
th

 Graders 

  

Total:  18 

 

All but two of those identified have been able to participate in at least one activity or meeting.  

All students have a family member that attends church services. 

 

Leeann Bailey 

Youth Group Director 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

The Mission Statement of Presbyterian Women of Central Presbyterian Church is:  Seeking to 

discern God’s plan for the spiritual development of the women of Central Presbyterian Church, 

we desire a closer connection to one another through prayer, missions/outreach, and fellowship 

activities. During 2018 the Presbyterian Women continued the tradition of mission work at the 

local, national, and international levels. 
 

PW had two major fund-raising projects. One was the sponsorship of the children’s monthly 

birthday offering where the children circulate throughout the Sanctuary on the first Sunday of the 

month collecting pocket change. In addition, many in our church celebrate their own birthday or 

that of a loved one by giving a dollar for each year of their life. This year the children collected 

$982.50 in the Birthday Offering.  Our second fund-raiser was a rummage sale held in 

Fellowship Hall and under the canopy of the North Entrance. We took in $2,156.43 in that sale.   
 

All of the PW funds go toward mission projects at various levels.  In 2018, CPC PW gave $200 

to the PW Mission Pledge.  $100 of that was designated to supporting the mission and ministry 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA), $25 for work within the Synod of the Living Waters, and $75 

for projects within the Western Kentucky Presbytery.  We gave $300 for the Thank Offering. 

This year, that offering funded sixteen projects. Twelve are ministries serving people in need in 

the United States with one of those projects located in our own Synod of Living Waters. That 

project is an $11,000 grant to Dining With Dignity, a project in Lexington, KY in the 

Transylvania Presbytery. Four projects serve people in other parts of the world. One of those 

projects is a $44,000 project in Egypt also sponsored by the Transylvania Presbytery. 
 

This year’s contribution to the PW Birthday Offering was $200.  The three national/international 

projects selected for funding will help build thirteen tiny houses for vulnerable rural citizens in 

Cottage Grove, Oregon; a facility for women and children seeking safety in Minneapolis and St. 

Paul, Minnesota; and a center for hospitality and retreat for mission teams working with Solar 

Under the Sun and Living Waters for the World projects in Honduras.  

For the second year, PW sponsored a student attending the La Toma school in Guatemala at a 

cost of $600. 

64% of the 2018 PW mission dollars went to local projects.  This year we gave $500 each to the 

HOPE and COPE Centers to be used for needy children in our community and $750 to King’s 

Kitchen, the summer food program sponsored by Southside Baptist Church. PW donated $400 to 

Feeding God’s Children, the backpack food program in Caldwell County.  A donation of $180 

was given to PACT – Parents With Autistic Children Together. 
 

The ladies of the church enjoyed the annual Christmas Brunch, held this year at the home of 

Betty Cook. A collection was subsequently taken as a Christmas donation for local families 

being served by Sanctuary House. 
 

We offer thanks to all who make our projects possible through donations and participation and 

remind all women affiliated with the church that they are part of Presbyterian Women. 
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TRUSTEES 

 

PROJECTS COMPLETED IN 2018: 

 

1. Removal of old drapery in the church parlor and replaced with faux plantation blinds. 

2. Missing wooden pegs replaced in church pews. 

3. Purchase of a new bulletin and tri-folding letter machine for the office of the church 

secretary. 

4. Removal of two large dying shrubs adjacent to the church’s Main Street sign. 

5. Shrubs trimmed, and new mulch placed along Main Street front of the church. 

6. Shrubs trimmed, and new mulch placed along the front of the church manse. 

7. The establishment of a church “Safety and Security Team.”  Named Sherman Chaudoin 

the team chairperson. 

8. Commissioned the construction of new door with sidelights for the Huff Court entrance 

from Wallis Stained Glass and Door Company of Murray, KY. 

9. Purchase of a new AED Machine (Automated External Defibrillator) for the church. 

10. The approval of an external security camera system for the Huff Court and North 

Entrance. 

11. Replaced the old tile in the North Entrance and the ramp hallway. 

12. Replaced old garbage disposal at the manse and fixed some minor plumbing issues. 

13. Purchased two bookshelves for the establishment of a small library in the children’s 

Sunday School room.  They were attached to the wall for child safety purposes. 

14. Approved a plan to commission Wallis Stained Glass and Door Company of Murray to 

frame and box in with added lighting the Enos and Nancy Schaper donated stained glass 

window.  Established a church committee to decide on the placement of the completed 

stained glass window project in the future. 

15. Approved Mitchell Heating and Air bid to replace the church’s current outdated boiler 

system. 

16. Updated the yearly Tremco Roofing contract.  Roof repair done for water roof leak in the 

church Fellowship Hall area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



24 

 

Annual Report 2018 

EDUCATION BUILDING AND FELLOWSHIP HALL TASK FORCE 

 

 

The Education Building and Fellowship Task Force consists of Gerry Baker, Pat Hayes, Serieta 

Jaggers and Ken Godshall.  The committee continues to evaluate the cost and feasibility of 

renovations to the education building and Fellowship hall following a 2016 evaluation and report 

of CMS Architects of Paducah, Kentucky.  

 

The antiquated heat and air unit in the Fellowship Hall and basement has been replaced in the 

last few weeks.  This was a problem which has loomed over the church for several years.  Repair 

bills, very few functioning radiators and other issues with the system compelled the replacement.  

With the replacement, the building is now warmer/cooler and hopefully monthly operating costs 

will decrease due to a more efficient unit. 

 

Gerry Baker and Buz Taylor are working together to obtain a bid for desperately needed 

electrical work on the lighting in Fellowship Hall.  The light fixtures are obsolete, bulbs can no 

longer be purchased and the wiring is frayed.  During the investigation of the lighting situation it 

has been discovered that insulation in the ceiling of Fellowship Hall is woefully inadequate.  

This situation will be addressed when the electrical work begins.  Hopefully there will be funds 

to undertake the installation of adequate insulation at that time. 

 

The committee has recommended to the Session of Central Presbyterian Church a Facility Use 

Policy and the policy has been adopted.  The policy applies to all members, non-members and 

groups.  The policy is available in the office and the committee recommends obtaining a copy of 

the policy when requesting use of any part of the church facility for meetings or other events. 

 

The committee will begin meetings again in January, 2019. 

 

Serieta G. Jaggers, Chairperson  
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2018 BUDGET COMMITTEES (cont.)

INCOME     Personnel 500             

Total interest of checking, 40                         Worship

    Dawson, Virginia Morgan 1,500                       Supplies 500             

TOTAL INTEREST  1,540                       Bell Fund 150             

        Children's Choir 1,000          

Regular & Loose Offering 165,000                   Music 1,000          

End of Year Giving 20,000                     Youth Ministry 1,000          

TOTAL INCOME 186,540                   Market Place 300             

    Total Worship 3,950          

EXPENSE     Mission 2,000          

CHURCH FACILITY         Buckhorn 350             

    Utilities         KY Sheriff's Ranch 100             

         Dumpster 600                          Local Relief 3,000          

         Electric 6,800                       OGA 1,800          

         Gas 4,000                       PerCapita 2,000          

         Telephone 1,000                       Unified Giving 12,000        

         Water 1,100                       Project Graduation 100             

    Equipment 5,000                   Total Mission 21,350        

    Insurance 7,000               Non Budgeted Sessional 850             

    Lawn Care 1,900               TOTAL COMMITTEES 32,250        

    Roof Maintenance 1,766               

    Maintenance - other 17,000             CHURCH STAFF

    Pest Control 500                      Pastor

Total Church Facility 46,666                     Salary 39,004        

        Pension & Insurance 20,000        

CHURCH OFFICE         Continuing Education 1,000          

    Computer 700                          Travel 1,500          

     Website 300                      Total Pastor 61,504        

    Copier 2,500               

    Postage 800                  CHURCH EMPLOYEES

    Supplies 1,300                   Choir Director 3,909          

Total Church Office 5,600                   Organist 6,514          

    Secretary 5,000          

MANSE     Social Security Medical Tax 1,400          

    Manse Maintenance 1,000               Total Church Employees 16,823        

    Electric 1,500               

    Gas 800                  OTHER PERSONNEL

    Water 500                      Custodian 8,989          

    Lawn Care 1,250                   Maintenance Personnel 1,224          

Total Manse 5,050                   Music Honoraria 800             

    Treasurer Honoraria 1,275          

COMMITTEES     Nursery -              

    Congregational Care 800                      Pulpit Supply 1,350          

    Education 250                      Pulpit Supply Travel 350             

        Elder Training 150                  TOTAL OTHER PERSONNEL 13,988        

    Total Education 400                  

    Evangelism 3,500               TOTAL EXPENSE 181,881      

    Congregational Fellowship TOTAL INCOME 186,540      

        Bertha Copeland 400                  Positive/Negative Balance 4,659          

        Supplies 500                  

    Total Cong Fellowship 900                   
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2019 BUDGET COMMITTEES (cont.)

INCOME     Personnel 500             

Total interest of checking, 40                         Worship

    Dawson, Virginia Morgan 1,300                       Supplies 500             

TOTAL INTEREST  1,340                       Bell Fund 100             

        Children's Choir 1,000          

Regular & Loose Offering 155,000                   Music 1,000          

End of Year Giving 20,000                     Youth Ministry 500             

TOTAL INCOME 176,340                   Market Place 300             

    Total Worship 3,400          

EXPENSE     Safety-Security 500             

CHURCH FACILITY     Mission 800             

    Utilities         Buckhorn 350             

         Dumpster 600                          KY Sheriff's Ranch 100             

         Electric 9,000                       Local Relief 3,000          

         Gas 4,500                       OGA 1,800          

         Telephone 1,300                       PerCapita 2,255          

         Water 1,100                       Unified Giving 11,000        

    Equipment 1,000                       Project Graduation 100             

    Insurance 7,000                   Total Mission 19,405        

    Lawn Care 2,000                   Sessional Contingency 500             

    Roof Maintenance 1,766               TOTAL COMMITTEES 29,755        

    Maintenance - other 12,000             

    Pest Control 500                  CHURCH STAFF

Total Church Facility 40,766                 Pastor

        Salary 39,784        

CHURCH OFFICE         Pension & Insurance 20,000        

    Computer 400                          Continuing Education 1,000          

     Website 300                          Travel 1,500          

    Copier 2,400                   Total Pastor 62,284        

    Postage 500                  

    Supplies 1,200               CHURCH EMPLOYEES

Total Church Office 4,800                   Choir Director 3,987          

    Organist 6,644          

MANSE     Secretary 12,500        

    Manse Maintenance 500                      Social Security Medical Tax 1,769          

    Electric 1,800               Total Church Employees 24,900        

    Gas 800                  

    Water 400                  OTHER PERSONNEL

    Lawn Care 1,250                   Custodian 8,989          

Total Manse 4,750                   Maintenance Personnel 1,224          

    Music Honoraria 400             

COMMITTEES     Treasurer 1,300          

    Congregational Care 800                      Nursery 100             

    Education 200                      Pulpit Supply 1,000          

        Elder Training 150                      Pulpit Supply Travel 200             

    Total Education 350                  TOTAL OTHER PERSONNEL 13,213        

    Evangelism 3,500               

    Congregational Fellowship TOTAL EXPENSE 180,468      

        Kitchen worker clean up 400                  TOTAL INCOME 176,340      

        Supplies 400                  GAIN/LOSS (4,128)         

    Total Cong Fellowship 800                  
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MEMBERSHIP 

 

2017 active membership at yearend  131 

 

New members: 

 

 Angie Teutsch  1 

 Chris Teutsch  1 

 Cathy Lewis  1 

 Cray Lewis  1 

 

   Other losses: 

 

   Cynthia Kauffman    1  

 Ed O’Conner  1  

 Linda O’Conner  1 

  

   Deaths: 

 

 Firmon Cook  1 

 Enos Schaper  1 

 Jane Fleming  1 

 Mary Elizabeth Jones  1 

 

 Net loss  3 

 

2018 active membership at yearend  128  

 

 

  Total membership at yearend: 

 

   Active members    128 

   Baptized members      15 

   Affiliate members        3  

   Other adherents      35 

   Total adherents    181   
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FACILITY USE 

 

The church makes its facilities available to church members and outside non-profit groups with 

the approval of Session.  Several outside groups used our facilities in 2018: 

 

  Free Health Clinic – Twice monthly medical clinic for working poor 

   

  P-Town Fast Pitch - Fundraiser for softball team 

   

  Caregiver Support Group – Pennyrile Development Area support group 

 

  Sanctuary House – Weekly domestic violence counseling on Thursdays 

 

  CCHS – Class of 1964 reunion planning 

 

  CCHS – Class of 1968 reunion planning 

 

UK Research & Education Center – One-day fencing school in March 

 

UK Research & Education Center – Two-day grazing school in April 

 

Martin Luther King Day – Community luncheon with outside speaker in January 

 

The Session and Trustees approved a new facility use policy in 2018.  Outside groups are 

required to sign a contract and make a refundable deposit.  Church members are required to be 

present for functions they sponsor.  The new policy will help the church manage requests 

consistently and provide liability protection for the church. 
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FREE CLINIC 
 

 

December 10, 2018 

Central Presbyterian Church 

206 W. Main St. 

Princeton, Kentucky 42445 

 

Dear Members of Central Presbyterian Church, 

 

The Caldwell County Free Clinic has seen several changes over this past year.  Debbie French 

resigned in May, so I decided to attempt it on my own.  It was also decided at this time to 

decrease the hours of the clinic to being open only two nights a month.  The patient numbers 

declined because the Affordable Care Act made it possible for many of our patients to obtain 

insurance, which leaves them ineligible for our services.  We were able to help some find 

practitioners and one to obtain disability.  Several low-income patients were not able to afford 

the insurance, so they continue to be seen at the Free Clinic. 

 

We are always grateful to the Presbyterian Church for their continued support.  Rev. Ken 

Godshall (who checks on us frequently), Gerry and Laura Baker (who come whenever they are 

needed), our Board members and volunteers are members of the Free Clinic family.  Volunteers 

have decreased over the last year, but the tried and true ones always come when called.  We are 

down to two pharmacists.  Todd Walker moved, and Ronnie Beckner retired.  Even though some 

nights we may only see three or four patients, the need continues.  I asked one patient if we were 

to close what she would do.  She started to cry and said, “I would have to decide whether it is 

more important to eat or take my meds.”  I do believe there are many more people out there that 

feel that way and really need our help. 

 

2018 Clinic Services include: 33 patients seen by Medical Providers, 11 new patients, 113 

patients received medical services such as 26 labs, diagnostic procedures, and referrals to 

specialists. Two patients were even referred for surgical services either free or at a lower cost.  

436 prescriptions were dispensed to date.  In addition, 13 dedicated volunteers have served many 

hours.  We are lucky to have two Mormon sisters who help in any way they can.  We have one 

Nurse Practitioner who drives from Paducah once every few weeks.  She feels the Free Clinic is 

needed that badly; so many are closing.  She wants to help in any way she can. 

 

Amid unsure healthcare conditions, one thing we can be sure of is your giving spirit and 

generosity.  You make it possible for the Free Clinic to remain a steady and reliable healthcare 

resource for those in need in our community.  On behalf of the Board of Directors and grateful 

patients, please accept our sincere appreciation for your support. 

 

May this wonderful Christmas season be a blessing to you all, as you have been to the Caldwell 

County Free Health Clinic. 

 

Sincerely, 

Diane Cooper, Executive Director 
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY 

 

Central Presbyterian Church hosted the third annual Martin Luther King, Jr. program and 

luncheon in 2018.  The purpose of the program is support strong relationships in our community 

by remembering the life and accomplishments of Dr. King.  The function attracts more than 100 

people each year, most of them from outside the church. 

 

The program includes prayer, a speaker, anthems by the community chorus, and the participation 

of the Horizons Club from the middle school.  Last year the Horizon Club read King’s “I Have A 

Dream” speech. 

 

The speakers so far have been ordained ministers from inside and outside the community: 

 

2016 Rev. Dr. Sterling Morse, Presbyterian Mission Agency, Louisville 

2017 Rev. Dr. M.O. Fort, Virginia Street Baptist Church, Hopkinsville   

2018 Rev. Kerri Allen, Garret-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Chicago 

2019 Rev. Kimberly Traylor, Spillman Chapel Christian Methodist Church 

 

Church sponsors: 

   

  Harrison Street Baptist Church 

  Princeton First United Methodist Church 

  Shepherd Street Baptist Church 

  Spillman Chapel CME 

  St. James Cumberland Church 

  Central Presbyterian Church 

  First Baptist Church 

  Ogden Memorial Methodist Church 

  Northside Baptist Church 

 

The program receives publicity from the local newspaper and radio station.  We are grateful for 

the support of Wal-Mart which has generously donated food. 

 

The organizing committee consists of Gale Cherry, Beth Englebright, Pat George, Rev. Ken 

Godshall, Paulette Gray, Geneva Gray Malone, Lisa Moore, and Barbara Poulnot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


