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READING “Sea-Fever” by John Masefield  

I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky, 
And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by; 
And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s song and the white sail’s shaking, 
And a grey mist on the sea’s face, and a grey dawn breaking. 
  
I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide 
Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied; 
And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds flying, 
And the flung spray and the blown spume, and the sea-gulls crying. 
  
I must go down to the seas again, to the vagrant gypsy life, 
To the gull’s way and the whale’s way where the wind’s like a whetted knife; 
And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-rover, 
And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick’s over. 
 
 

1 “Sea-Fever” was Olga’s favorite poem.  It had a special meaning for her as a teenager living 
near the ocean in San Francisco.  In her final years she shared it with Dan.  He would read it to 
her when she was bedridden because of her chemotherapy.  When Olga died, Dan—with Jim 
and Butch present—read it to her one last time.  After he and the hospice nurse prepared her 
body for retrieval, dressing her in her favorite blouse and pajama bottoms, Dan printed a copy of 
the poem, rolled it up, and placed it in her hands.  Once outside, he, Butch, and Dad watched as 
the body, now sealed and covered, was rolled out on a gurney and placed in the hearse.  Butch 
wrapped his arms around them both as the car, like a vessel carrying a body out to sea, rolled 
out of the driveway and took Mom away.  The last two lines of “Sea-Fever,” Dan feels, will never 
be the same.                 

 

 

Olga Peterson Obituary 
 After a courageous ten-year battle with cancer, beloved Orland-community 
member, Olga Peterson, 79, passed away on January 17, 2023. She was 
surrounded by her loving family as well as an array of hand-painted Santas and 
tole paintings she produced for nearly half a century as a seller in—as well as the 
founder and organizer of—the annual Orland Craft Fair. She was a force, a truly 
creative spirit, and someone who made a positive impact on the lives of many. 
She will be missed deeply by family and friends alike.  

Olga Marie Banas was born in St. Joseph, Michigan on September 1, 
1943, the third of 6 children. The family lived in Chicago until 1944 when her 
father, Andrew, was drafted into the Navy and sent to San Diego for basic 
training. After the war ended, Andrew went into the construction business, and 



the family ultimately moved to San Francisco. There Olga attended Mercy High 
School for one year before attending Lowell, the city’s most prestigious public 
school.   

Olga spoke fondly of her time at Lowell, especially a course she took 
called “Prose Fiction” where she developed a love of literature. She also served 
as the school’s art commissioner, a position culminating in a scholarship to 
attend Stanford University which she unfortunately had to decline due to family 
circumstances.   

After graduating from Lowell, Olga began working for Pacific Bell in San 
Francisco. She loved her job. There she became friends with Karen Urban from 
Orland.  Jim Peterson (OHS, ’60), a friend of Karen’s, worked just around the 
corner at PG&E.  Karen introduced Jim to Olga, and they began dating a short 
time later.  

Jim and Olga were married in 1965 at the Swedenborgian Church in San 
Francisco. They both worked and saved money for their first home in San Jose, 
where Jim continued with PG&E, and Olga worked with the stock exchange for 
Schwabacher. In 1970, Jim returned to Orland with Olga to farm with his dad.  
During the 70’s, Dan and Brian “Butch” were born.   

Dan and Butch describe their childhood as magical. In between tole 
painting and working on her ceramics—the profits of which went to purchasing a 
vast collection of Star Wars action figures for her two boys— Olga arranged 
everything from birthday parties at Chuck E. Cheese Pizza in Chico to 
spectacular Halloween parties at their home.  When the farming partnership 
dissolved after 18 years, she and Jim entered the restaurant business and 
commuted back and forth from the Bay Area to keep the family in Orland so that 
Dan and Butch could continue attending its schools.   

In the early 1990s, Olga and Jim returned to Orland full time for work. She 
became a staff writer for the Orland Press Register, where she worked for eight 
years.  Jim became a real estate appraiser and continues in his profession today. 
Olga subsequently worked for C.K. Price School as a clerk and served as 
president of the local chapter of the Classified Employees’ Union. She “retired” 
after 12 years, only to develop and implement the “Community Connection” 
program at Orland High School with then principal Jeff Scheele. It required all 
OHS senior class members to participate in volunteering for the community.   

Olga’s contributions to Orland go far beyond its schools. Her love of tole 
painting and ceramics led her to teach classes in these areas to over 500 
women, first through 4-H and eventually through the Glenn County Office of 
Education. She was also one of the originators of Orland’s Avenue of Lights, 
which continues to draw thousands of people every year to the Glenn County 
Fairgrounds. Her proudest civic achievement was the Orland Craft Fair, which is 
held annually at the fairground buildings the weekend after Thanksgiving. Olga 
created this event for the community. It has grown to include over 200 vendors 
and attracts vendors and shoppers from all over the West.  She was active as a 



charter member of the Orland Historical and Cultural Society, which sponsors the 
Craft Fair, and with several other founding members helped create Orland’s 
Fourth of July celebration. For these and all her other contributions to the 
community, she had the distinction of twice being named Orland’s “Citizen of the 
Year.” 

Next to all her civic contributions, Olga was an active member of First 
Lutheran Church.  She served as its council president three times. On Sundays 
she routinely sat next to her best friend of over 50 years, Mo Clark. Outside the 
church, the two shared a love of arts and crafts, one that included partnering with 
several others to run a craft store, “Designing Women and a Few Good Men,” 
which operated in downtown Orland for about eight years.   

During her time with Mo, Olga would often express how proud she was of 
Dan and Butch. Being their mother, she said, was her greatest achievement. 
With Dan, who majored in English as a college student, attended seminary, and 
earned a Ph.D. in theology from the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, she 
shared a love of learning and language. With Butch, who graduated from UC 
Berkeley, obtained advanced degrees from Harvard and Yale, and who (after 
Mom) became Orland’s “Citizen of the Year,” she shared a love of music and 
community involvement. Her greatest pride, however, was in the kind of men her 
boys became. Both will miss her terribly. 

Olga is preceded in death by her father Andrew and mother Dena Banas, 
her sister Janet Gaona, and her brothers Michael, Edward, and William Banas. 
She is survived by her sons Dan of Seattle and Butch of Chico, her husband Jim 
of Chico, her closest brother Andrew, Jr., of Santa Rosa, her sister and brother-
in-law, Wendie (OHS, ’62) and Louis Schumacher of Sun City West, Ariz., 
numerous nieces and nephews.  She leaves behind many close friends in the 
Orland community as well, including fellow members of the Tau Alpha chapter of 
the Beta Sigma Phi Sorority, and her best friend from adolescence, Robbie 
Sherwood of Hayward.   

A memorial service (also live-streamed) will be held at First Lutheran 
Church of Orland on February 11, 2023 at 11:00am.  All are welcome. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to the American Cancer Society, First Lutheran 
Church, or the Orland Food Pantry (of which Olga was an early supporter). The 
family would also like to thank the Enloe Regional Cancer Center and Enloe 
Hospice for the amazing care they provided Olga. Arrangements are held under 
the direction of the Neptune Society of Chico.             
 


