
Real Youth January 15, 2022

Midwinter 
The El Valle and Coastal Bend districts are not hosting 
their usual Midwinter at Camp Zephyr this year. Instead, 
we will be participating in the Revive Winter Retreat! 

When: February 4-6 
Where: Camp Eagle 
How Much: $200* 

Please contact Todd to register for the retreat or if you 
have any questions. 

*$100 scholarships available 
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Cook Off 

Our 2022 Youth Group 
Kickoff will be a cook off! 
We’ll divide into teams and 
compete to see who makes 
the best dish! Prizes will be 
given for taste, appearance, 
creativity, etc. Join us for an 
evening of food and fun! 

Date: Sun, Jan 16th 
Time: 5-7pm 
Place: RCC 

Please RSVP here so we 
have enough food/supplies. 

Confirmation 

We’re offering Confirmation 
to all youth in 7th grade and 
above who have not already 
been confirmed. It will take 
place on Sundays at 10am. 

Orientation: Jan. 16* 
Classes: Jan. 23 - April 24 
Confirmation: May 1 

Contact Todd if you’re 
interested in participating. 

*Orientation is for both 
youth and parents.

JANUARY NEWS 
Midwinter | Cook Off | Confirmation | MLK Day | Sunday School

Email: todd@fumcharlingen.org   Cell: 956-650-8581 

mailto:todd@fumcharlingen.org
https://forms.gle/A3muj1N7STQNaQVB7


Real Youth January 15, 2022

Pastor’s Note 
It’s a new year! And just like every new year, our lives 
are not magically changed by the calendar turning 
over. Now, sometimes people do make real changes in 
their lives because of the new year. There is an extra 
sense of hopefulness and optimism in the air. But the 
world hasn’t changed just because we replaced a 1 
with a 2. And our lives won’t change overnight or on 
their own. If we want to experience transformation, we 
need to embrace vulnerability.  

It takes vulnerability to admit that something in our 
lives needs changing or fixing. It takes vulnerability to 
ask for help from friends, family, and mentors. Even 
praying about broken or painful parts of our lives 
requires a willingness to be vulnerable with God. I 
think that might be why praying can feel so hard 
sometimes. Vulnerability is hard! But it can be so 
rewarding and it is absolutely essential for 
transformation. 

So, I hope you’ll pursue vulnerability this year. Ask for 
help when you need it. Deepen your relationships with 
your friends and family. Admit when you’ve made a 
mistake. Tell your loved ones if you’re hurting or sad. 
And, perhaps most importantly, work on your reliance 
on God in your everyday life. Worship God. Pray to 
God. Tell others about God. These are the only ways to 
experience true transformation. — Todd
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Sunday School 

On January 16th, we will 
start a new Sunday School 
curriculum called Echo the 
Story 36. It takes on the 
challenge of exploring the 
Bible through 36 of the 
primary narratives and 
themes. Each participant 
will receive a sketch journal 
to use during the lessons, 
which will consist of videos, 
Bible readings, and 
discussion questions. The 
first 6 weeks look like this: 

Jan. 16 - Creation 
Jan. 23 - Rebellion 
Jan. 30 - Flood 
Feb. 06 - Promise 
Feb. 13 - Jacob & Esau 
Feb. 20 - Joseph 

Hope you’ll join us as we go 
on this adventure together! 
We meet every Sunday at 
10am on the 3rd floor.

Email: todd@fumcharlingen.org   Cell: 956-650-8581 

The winners of the gingerbread house contest!
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