
Real Youth September 3, 2020

Welcome Back! 
I’m ready to be back in a routine, and I imagine you are, too. 
School is getting started again, and even though most of us will 
begin the year with remote learning, I think it feels good to have a 
regular schedule again. And that regular schedule is going to 
include Real Youth activities! I’ve missed getting to see our youth 
and their families. I’ve missed playing games and doing silly 
challenges. I’ve missed discussing life and the Bible with youth. 
So…let’s get back to it. We’ve got a great semester planned out, and 
I’m excited and ready to get started. Check out the calendar above 
and take a look at our safety protocols below, so you can be ready, 
too. Please let me know if you have questions or concerns about 
this or anything else.  -  Todd
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Fall Kickoff 

Join us as we kickoff the Fall 
semester with a pool party at 
the Smiths’ house! We’ll swim, 
compete in water games and 
challenges, and grill some 
burgers and hot dogs. All 
youth and their families are 
welcome! 

When: Sun, Sept 13; 5-7pm 

Where: Smiths’ House      
    (ask for address) 

Please RSVP here. 

Beach Day 

We’re trying to spend as much 
time outside as possible, so 
let’s go to the beach! We’ll 
gather at the church to carpool 
and spend a few hours playing 
at the beach together. We’ll 
swim and throw a frisbee 
around. There might even be a 
baptism! All youth and their 
families are welcome. 

When: Sun, Sept 27th      
    (time TBD) 

Where: South Padre Island 

Please RSVP here.
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Safety Protocols 
COVID-19 is still with us. The situation in the Valley has greatly 
improved since July and early August, but it’s important that we 
continue to take steps to reduce the risk of transmitting the virus. 
There will come a time when we can put these protocols behind 
us, but we are not there yet. Please have patience with us as we 
continue to monitor and evaluate the situation. Here are our 
current protocols:

✦  Everyone must wash/sanitize their hands upon arrival.

✦  At least half of all youth activities this Fall will be outdoors.

✦  Masks must be worn while indoors and within 6 feet of others. 

✦  Chairs will be positioned 6 feet apart whenever possible.

✦  For now, we won’t be serving meals during indoor activities.

✦  Indoor activities will be a maximum of 90 minutes.

A flyer/poster outlining these protocols is currently being made. 
It will be shared with youth families and displayed in the RCC. 

2

UM ARMY 

One of the challenging things to 
make happen during a pandemic 
is mission. We often travel to do 
mission work and need 
transportation, lodging, and 
meals. That makes it hard to be 
safe and prevent viral 
transmission. 

UM ARMY, which is a United 
Methodist youth mission 
program, has adjusted to these 
circumstances, and is now 
offering local mission weekends.  

We’ll be participating in one of 
their programs during Columbus 
Day weekend. We’ll spend time 
working on local service projects, 
including flood recovery from 
Hurricane Hanna. Here are some 
of the details: 

• When: Fri, Oct 9 - Mon, Oct 12 
(participants can miss parts of 
the program if necessary) 

• Where: Our home base will be 
the RCC, but we’ll be working 
in Harlingen and surrounding 
areas 

• How Much: $75 per person 
(scholarships are available) 

More info will be coming soon.
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