
Real Youth March 9, 2020

Lent Series Continues 
We just had the second week of our Lent series and parent 
group. So far, we have discussed fasting and Bible reading. 
Youth Group will not meet March 15, but we will continue 
the series during the remaining weeks of Lent. The 
schedule looks like this:

3/15 - No Youth Group
3/22 - Prayer
3/29 - Self-Examination
4/5 - Worship & Rule of Life

We hope you can join us for some of these conversations. 
They may help you and your family discover new ways to 
feel close to God. Childcare is available, so please let us 
know if you need it. 

Summer Trips 

Thanks to your hard work and the 
generosity of this church, we’ve 
lowered the prices of our Summer 
Trips. These are the final prices: 

 MSP - $275 
 Mountain TOP - $350 
 Sacramento - $350 

The deadline to sign up for 
Mountain TOP is March 31!  

You can sign up for MSP and 
Sacramento though May 15.  

Please take some time to look at all 
the trips and decide which one is 
right for you. For more information 
and registration forms, go to 
http://fumcharlingen.org/connect/
youth 

One Youth Gathering 

We’re hosting the El Valle District’s 
One Youth Gathering on Saturday,  
April 18. 

The event is FREE and includes 
food, games, worship, and a 
special ceremony for Confirmands. 

Since we’re hosting, it would be 
great to have a large group from 
our church actively participating. 
Please try to make it if you can!
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We raised $600 for youth trips at the pancake dinner!
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Pastor’s Note 
I think doing stuff together is important. Showing up is 

important. Building relationships, both old ones and new ones, 
is important. When we’re surrounded by people who love and 
care about us, we more fully feel God's love. And when we’re 
supporting those around us, we’re more fully sharing God’s 
love. Knowing about God is great. Knowing how to read the 
Bible and pray is great. But doing it alone is not great (and 
probably not possible). This is why the Church exists (and why 
Real Youth exists). So we can do these things together. It’s not 
about how great the lesson is, or about whether you win or lose 
whatever game we play. It’s really about doing it all together. If 
you need more proof, just look at how God chose to save the 
world. It wasn’t from a distance. God got up-close and personal 
with us in the person of Jesus. God showed up for us.

That's why I love trips. Most of the time, things go 
wrong on a trip. It could be a flat tire or a twisted ankle. Trips 
never go perfectly. But no matter what happens, we experience 
it together. And that’s what makes it good. Trips are when 
strangers become friends and friends become family. So, I hope 
all youth (and adults) will consider going on one of our trips 
this summer. It might just change your life. That's what 
summer camp and mission trips did for me as a teenager, and I 
know they can do that for you, too. Let’s not be afraid to show 
up, whether that’s at Youth Group or on a mission trip.

Todd 

March Madness 

March brings many things: spring 
break, warmer weather, St. 
Patrick’s Day, and the best 
basketball tournament in the 
world! 

We’re getting in on the action 
with a bracket contest. Prizes 
include: 

 1st - $25 gift card 
 2nd - $15 gift card 
 3rd - $10 gift card 

All youth can participate.  

More information coming soon! 

Spring Break Activity 

FUMC Brownsville wants to do a 
combined activity/outing with us 
during Spring Break. They have 
suggested going to an Escape 
Room in McAllen on Friday, 3/20. 

Escape Rooms give you 1 hour to 
solve clues, crack codes, and find 
hidden items in order to escape 
from a locked room. For more 
information on them, go to 
https://trappedrgv.com/ 

Please let Todd know if you’re 
interested, so we can make it 
happen!

This is what happens if you fall asleep during the lesson!
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