
Real Youth                                                                                                      January 8, 2020

JANUARY NEWS 

Midwinter 
Midwinter is just over two weeks away: January 24-26! It is 
a weekend retreat for youth from all over South Texas that 
takes place at Camp Zephyr (near Corpus). It is a great 
opportunity for youth to grow closer to God, make friends, 
and experience new things. The cost is $140/person and 
the deadline to sign up is next week: January 15. Please 
turn your registration form and payment in by then. $100 
scholarships are available! Let Todd know if you need one. 
Also, we need some more adults to go with us. Their 
primary role is to help drive and to chaperone youth in the 
cabins. Parents, please consider attending! The packing 
list and registration forms can be found here: 


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YlmMx4pe4c9fdOGfzeuEkldIOArUSZqo?usp=sharing
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Shopping for Angel Tree gifts
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Youth Group 
Youth Group meets on Sundays from 5-7pm in the RCC. Each week 
includes a meal, game, and study/discussion. Attending Youth Group is a 
great way for youth to grow closer to God in a community of peers. 


Love Does 
Our first Youth Group series will be on Love Does by Bob Goff. It’s a great 
book, full of wonderful stories about loving God and people by doing stuff. 
For five weeks, we will hear stories from the book and then discuss what 
those stories, as well as some Bible stories, teach us about loving others.


Volunteers 
We are in need of more volunteers to help with Youth Group. These folks provide supervision during 
Youth Group and help youth feel welcome and safe. They also contribute to our studies and 
discussions by sharing their unique perspective. The time commitment is flexible, and can be as 
little as one Sunday per month. Please let Todd know if you are at all interested.


Narwhals vs. Llamas 
Everyone who attends Youth Group this semester will be randomly 
sorted into one of two teams: Narwhals or Llamas. Each week, these 
teams will battle it out in games and challenges to earn points. At 
the end of the semester, the team with the most points will win the 
Youth Group Cup!


Pastor’s Note 
January is a time to press the reset button. For some, that means resolutions. For others, it means 
getting back to a routine after the holidays. For John Wesley (founder of Methodism), the new 
calendar year was a great time for a “Covenant Renewal Service,” which is a worship service 
centered around committing to God. During the service, worshipers are invited to say these words:


	 Lord, make me what you will. I put myself fully into your hands: 

	 put me to doing, put me to suffering, let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,

	 let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have nothing.

	 I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal.


How do these words sound to you? Are they words you can say to God right now? Or is something 
preventing you from doing so? And what would it take to actually keep this kind of commitment? I 
think it probably looks different for all of us, but I'm sure that we would all benefit from spending 
more time with God, whether that be in prayer, study, worship, or all three. So go ahead and make 
your resolutions and settle into your routines, but let’s not do anything this year without committing 
to God first.
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