
Lent Series and Parent Group 
Lent is a special time of year in the church. It’s a season of 
repentance, fasting, and preparation for the coming of Easter. 
Many Christians observe Lent by fasting on certain days or by 
giving something up. However, some of us struggle to make 
meaning out of these practices. Why do we do them and what are 
we supposed to get out of them? The truth is, there is no one way   
to observe Lent, and there is no one way to stay connected to God. 
No matter what you have done or plan to do for Lent, this is a 
great time of year to work toward closeness with God. During 
Youth Group, we will be learning about five different ways to 
connect with God. Additionally, we are offering a group for parents 
to learn alongside their kids. It will meet at the same time as Youth 
Group, but separately. The topics are the same but will be covered 
at different depths. Hopefully, this common experience/knowledge 
will help families develop new ways to connect with God together! 
This all starts Sunday, March 1 and runs through Sunday, April 5. 
More information coming soon. Please consider joining us! 
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FEB 23 
Movie Night 
Youth Group will be 

spent watching a movie 
together. Popcorn, 
candy, etc. will be 

provided!

APR 18 
One Youth 
Gathering 

We’re hosting youth 
from across the Valley 
for an evening of fun, 

food, and worship!

REAL YOUTH FEBRUARY 4, 2020

FEBRUARY NEWS 

We had lots of fun at Midwinter! MAR 28 
Vipers Game 

We’re going to Edinburg 
to watch the RGV Vipers 

play the Austin Spurs. 
6:30-10:30pm.          

Cost: $15



Shrove Tuesday Fundraiser 

In an effort to reduce the cost of all Real Youth trips and 
events, we will participate in a few fundraisers each year. All 
youth are encouraged to participate in these fundraisers, 
especially those who intend to go on trips. Our first fundraiser 
this year is Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner! Also know as Fat 
Tuesday, this is traditionally the last day for Christians to 
“feast” before they start their Lenten fasting. Pancakes are the 
perfect dish to help use up lots of ingredients that are often 
fasted from during Lent. We’ll need volunteers to help make 
pancakes and some donations of supplies, like pancake mix 
and orange juice. Be on the lookout for a sign-up very soon! 

Pastor’s Note 
February is a very full month: the Super Bowl, Valentine’s Day, Ash Wednesday, etc. February 
is also Black History Month, which means it’s a great time to celebrate black pastors and 
theologians. One black theologian who I’ve learned a lot from is Rev. Dr. James Cone, whose 
work primarily focuses on freedom. In Luke 4, Jesus declares that he came to bring good 
news to the poor, proclaim release to the captives, and to let the oppressed go free. In other 
words, Christ worked to liberate people from bondage, and he calls us to do the same. As a 
descendant of enslaved people, Cone understood the power and significance of freedom, and 
he constantly urged Christians to follow Jesus on the path of liberation. He was so convinced 
of the importance of freedom that he wrote, “Any talk about God that fails to make God's 
liberation of the oppressed its starting point is not Christian.” I pray that we are able to learn 
from Cone and work for God’s freedom in ourselves and those around us.
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SUMMER TRIPS 
We are offering three different trips this summer: 

‣ June 15-19:  Mission Service Project 
‣ June 19-28: Mountain T.O.P.  
‣ July 12-18:  Sacramento Camp 

Please check out  http://fumcharlingen.org/connect/
youth for more information & to sign up now.

Mission Service Project 
Who:   Rising 9th graders and above 

What:   Week-long mission trip serving economically disadvantaged families   
  through home repair and relationship building 

When:  June 14-19, 2020 

Where:  McAllen, TX 

Cost:  ~$275* 

Mountain T.O.P. 
Who:   Rising 7th graders and above 

What:   Combination of a summer camp and mission trip where we partner  with   
  others to meet physical, social, emotional, and spiritual needs 

When:  June 19-28, 2020 

Where:  Coalmont, TN 

Cost:   ~$450* 

Sacramento Camp 
Who:   Rising 9th graders and above 

What:   Week-long summer camp organized by the El Valle District. Come worship 
  God in the mountains with 300+ youth from all over Texas & New Mexico 

When:  July 12-18 

Where:  Sacramento, NM 

Cost:   ~$400*

*Prices subject to change based on number of participants and group fundraising efforts. 

JUNE 14-19 
MCALLEN, TX

JUNE 19-28 
COALMONT, TN

JULY 12-18     
SACRAMENTO, NM

SUMMER TRIPS

Shrove Tuesday  
Pancake Dinner

Come join us for one last “feast” 
before the fasting of Lent begins. 
We’ll be serving up pancakes, 
bacon, sausage, and fruit. Dinner 
is FREE, but we suggest a $6 
donation per person. All funds 
raised will help our youth pay for 
events, retreats, and mission 
trips. All are welcome!

What:  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

Where:  Raimond Christian Center 
  (206 S 4th St, Harlingen, TX) 
When:  Tuesday, Feb. 25th  
  6:00-7:30 pm 

Cost: Free! ($6 suggested donation)

Feb. 25th  
6-7:30 pm

Help Youth Get To Camp!
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