
Real Youth August 3, 2021

Back To School Blessing 
For most of us, school starts back on Monday, August 16th. 
That means it’s time for new school supplies, new class 
schedules, and new sleep rhythms/habits. It’s an exciting time 
for many of us. But it’s also a stressful time. And that’s exactly 
why we need to spend lots of time in prayer! God knows what 
we need and wants to provide for us. 

Please join us in worship on Sunday, August 15th (at either 
9:00 or 11:00) as we ask God to bless all those who are 
returning to school: students, teachers, and all school staff. 
You’re encouraged to bring your school supplies with you, 
such as your backpack, notebooks, and/or your planner. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to be prayed over by the entire church!
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Volunteers Needed 

Real Kids is hosting a Back to 
School Bash to celebrate the 
new school year. They need 
about 10 youth volunteers to 
help with leadership/
supervision. This can count for 
community service 
requirements, and lunch will be 
provided! 

 When:    Sat, Aug 14      
     9am-12pm 

 Where:  RCC/Parking Lot 

Please text Todd if you want to 
help: 956-650-8581 

Fall Kickoff 

Join us as we kickoff the Fall 
semester with our own version 
of the Olympics! Nations will 
compete in challenging events, 
such as marshmallow archery, 
jungle pong, and above 
ground synchronized 
swimming! All youth in grades 
6-12 are welcome! 

 When: Sun, Aug 22     
     5-7pm 

 Where: RCC       

Please RSVP here.
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https://forms.gle/ixiT8QVWJm2SCAvPA
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Meet & Greet 
As you probably know, we have a new pastor! 
On June 27th, Rev. Phillip Hoeflinger began 
his appointment as the Lead Pastor here at 
FUMC Harlingen. This is actually his second 
time serving our church, as he was the Youth 
Director here about 15 years ago! He is 
passionate about youth ministry and wants to 
get to know our youth and their families. 

So, all youth, parents/guardians, and even 
siblings are invited to attend a Meet & Greet 
on Sunday, August 29th from 5-7pm in the 
RCC. There will be food, games, and plenty 
of time for conversation with Phillip and each 
other.

Please RSVP here so we can know how much 
food to prepare. Childcare will be available 
for children under 5.

Pastor’s Note 
It’s a time of new beginnings. A new school year is upon us. We have a new pastor. And some new 
things are coming for our youth ministry this year! It’s natural to feel excited. But it’s also natural 
to feel anxious and maybe even overwhelmed. I think most of us probably feel a combination of 
excitement and apprehension right about now. And if that’s the case for you, I have two pieces 
advice. The first is real simple: pray. Ask God to be with you and comfort you. Be specific with 
God about what you’re anxious about. If you don’t know what the source is, ask God to reveal it 
to you. Prayer can help change the way we feel about our circumstances. The second piece of 
advice is also pretty simply: surround yourself with a supportive community. No matter how 
stressful a situation is, it is always easier to face it with friends and family by your side. And 
please let me know if you need help. I’m always here to offer my care and support. - Todd
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Pastor Phillip and his wife Rocio with their four 
children: Isaac, Samuel, Aaron, and Hannah. 

Pastor Phillip during his last year as Youth Director. 
Can you spot anyone else that you recognize?
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