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How to Use the Travel Guide
You and your family about to go on a journey! This Travel Guide will guide you on your Journey to 

the Tomb. Over the next three weeks your family will be exploring the Bible, starting in Genesis, to see 
how the Resurrection of Jesus wasn’t God’s emergency response to His Son’s death; it was part of His 
plan from the very beginning!

The first two weeks of your Journey to the Tomb will have four devotions each week: the first one 
on Sunday and then the other three whenever you choose throughout the week. The third week of your 
journey will be the week leading up to Easter. Beginning with Palm Sunday there will be a devotional 
each day ending on Easter Sunday.

Each devotional consists of several sections. The first section just gives you the general informa-
tion for that particular devotional- the day and title, the main Scripture passage, the location on the 
Journey Map, and which Journey Token for that day. Next is the Materials Needed. This section lets you 
know what you will need to do that day’s devotional including any activities, games, or object lessons. 
The next section is the Fueling Up section. This is just a short activity or discussion to lead into the 
main devotional for that day. Next is the Bible Journey. This is the devotional itself. It will take you 
through that day’s Bible passage with some discussion questions afterwards. You will then move on to 
the Journey to the Tomb Map. Each day you will place the Journey Token for that day on the appropri-
ate loction on the map as a short recap and restating that devotional’s main point. There will then be 
some suggested songs and a prayer focus. For the first and last devotions of each week there will also 
be a suggested Activity at the end. There will either be instructions printed or a link to a website with 
instructions for that particular activity.

When going through the devotional do not read italicized sections out loud. The italicized sections 
are there to give you instructions.

How to Use the Journey to the Tomb Map and Journey Tokens
The Journey to the Tomb Map is a fun way to track your journey through the Bible leading to the 

Resurrection. To help you keep track of where you have been and where you are, there are Journey     
Tokens. You will need to cut the Journey Tokens out from the Journey Token sheet.

Each Journey Token has a small icon on it to represent that day’s devotional. As you finish up that 
day’s devotional, place the Journey Token on the appropriate spot on the map (see the map key at the 
back of the Travel Guide) and read the Journey to the Tomb Map text in that day’s devotional. Each day 
calls for a review of the previous Journey Tokens. The further along you get, the more time it will take 
to do the review, so feel free to do the review as your time permits each day.

It may be fun, in the beginning, for the children to visually explore the map and talk about each 
location on the map and what they think each location might represent. Also, on the Journey Token 
sheet there are several blank token spaces. If your children want to they can each take one of these 
blank tokens and draw a picture representing themselves that they can move along the map as you go 
on your Journey to the Tomb.

Video and Resource Links
Throughout the Travel Guide you will find links to videos and other resources. You can of course 

simply type the link address into your browser’s address bar. Perhaps an easier solution would be to 
visit the list of every link contained in the Travel Guide by going to:
http://edenworshipcenter.co/resources/journey-to-the-tomb 
and click on the desired link.
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Week One

Day One: Sunday— A Savior is Needed
Scripture: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-24; Romans 5:12; Ephesians 2:1-2
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Garden 1
Journey to the Tomb Token: Forbidden Fruit

Materials Needed:
• Bible
• Road map or Atlas
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey Token

Fueling Up:
Ask: What is a journey?  (Give time for some responses)
Get out the road map/atlas and show where you are on the map.
Ask: What is a journey we went on as a family?  Show on the map where you went on your family trip.
Ask: What do you remember about it? Why did we go?
Say: Every journey has three things in common: 

• One, a starting place. The starting place for our journey was here. (point out home on map)
• Two, a destination, the place to which you are journeying.  The destination for our journey was here. 
(point out destination on map)
• Third, a purpose, the reason for the journey.  The purpose for our journey was __________.

Bible Journey:
Did you know that Jesus went on a journey for us? His journey for us led Him to His tomb. What is a tomb? 

(give time for responses). Yes, a tomb is a place where they put dead people. So, Jesus’ journey for us led Him to His 
death. But, was the tomb the end of His journey? (give time for responses). That’s right! The cross and the tomb 
were not the end of Jesus’ journey! We know that He rose again three days later. What do we call that event? 
(give time for responses). Yes, the Resurrection. That is what we are getting ready to celebrate in just a few weeks.  

Even though Jesus’ journey to the tomb wasn’t really the end of His journey, it is the part of the journey we 
are going on over the next few weeks. Just as with any other journey, though, Jesus’ journey to the tomb had a 
beginning. Where do you think Jesus’ journey to the tomb began? (Give time for responses. Most responses may be 
along the lines of the crucifixion or Jerusalem or maybe even Christmas Day).  

Those are all places where Jesus was. When we are talking about the journey to the tomb, though, we aren’t 
just talking about places where Jesus was. See, Jesus’ journey to the tomb began long before His crucifixion, long 
before His last trip to Jerusalem. It started even long before He became a human!  

One other thing that most journeys have in common is a map. Although we use GPS mostly today, GPS uses 
maps to get us where we want to go. So, one way or another, we need a map for our journeys. Since we used a 
map for our family journey, we will use a map for our journey to the tomb, also. We don’t have a map of this 
journey, like we do a road map or GPS. For us to go on this journey to the tomb with Jesus, we are going to be 
using a different kind of map. Any guesses as to what that map might be? (give time for responses). That is right! 
We are going to be using the Bible as our map as we look at how the journey to the tomb started and all the 
places it lead to.

Now, as with every journey, the journey to the tomb starts at the beginning. Let’s turn to the book 
of Genesis.
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Read Genesis 2:15-17 and Genesis 3:1-24. If your children are old enough, have them help you read the passages.
So, what we have here is God creating everything. It was all perfect. God even said it was not just good, but 

“very good.” He then puts Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and tells them not to eat from the Tree of Knowl-
edge of Good and Evil. The Bible tells us that they disobeyed and sinned against God by eating the fruit God told 
them not to eat. Their sin had a horrible effect, not just on them, but for every man, woman, and child that would 
ever be born after them. All of creation was cursed because of Adam’s sin.

Read Romans 5:12
What does this passage tell us happened because of Adam’s sin? (Death came into the world to all mankind). 

When God said Adam would die, He wasn’t just talking about physical death, but spiritual and eternal death as 
well.

Read Ephesians 2:1-2
What does the passage say about our sin? (that we are all dead in our sin).
So, here we are with quite a horrible problem. We all start off spiritually dead. Can a dead person save them-

self from death? Of course not! That means that if we want to be saved from being spiritually dead, we need a 
Savior! The journey to the tomb starts here in Genesis with us knowing that a Savior is needed! 

Journey to the Tomb Map:
Lay out the journey to the Tomb Map with the pawn and tokens.
Say:
While the Bible is the only real map we have to tell us about Jesus’ journey to the tomb, we are going to be 

using this map to help us remember what the Bible tells us about Jesus’ journey.
Today we talked about how the Journey to the Tomb starts with knowing that we need a Savior. It began in 

the Garden of Eden. Where on our map do you see a garden? Right! (Show the Joey and Zoey Pawn [JnZ]) This is 
Joey and Zoey. They are going on the journey with us. Why don’t we put them on the place where our journey 
begins. (Hand the pawn to a child and let them put it on the Garden spot marked with the “S” for Start)

To help us remember what each location on our journey is about, we have these pieces, too. (Show the Jour-
ney Tokens) This one has a piece of fruit on it. Why do you think it has a piece of fruit? (allow time for some an-
swers). That is right! It has a piece of fruit on it to remind us of Adam’s sin and our sin, and our need for a Savior. 
Let’s put that with Joey and Zoey. (hand the token to a child and let them place it on the map with JnZ)

Suggested Songs: 
• O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer (Sovereign Grace.)                                                        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yx5BB2J7R-8 

• Because He Lives (Amen)   (Matt Maher)                                                                      
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBvU7arNhQs

Prayer Focus:
Take time to thank God for sending Jesus to die for us and for His Resurrection.  Ask that He will help you 

prepare your hearts as you get ready to celebrate Easter.

Activity:
Chasm Jump

Materials Needed: Two mats (or pieces of paper or towels; anything the children can jump on)
Lay out the two mats at a distance where all the children can stand on one and jump onto the other.
Say: Okay, we are going to do a little exercising! What you need to do is jump from one mat to the other 

without touching the floor between them. Think you can do that? Great! Let’s get started!
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Each time they jump, move one of the mats a little further away.  For the last move, place it as far away as possible 
in the room.  Have each child try to make the jump the best they can.

Say: To start with you each could jump from one to the other.  It got tougher and tougher until 
finally you couldn’t quite make the jump.  Now, they are so far away from each other that there is no way possi-
ble for you to make the jump from one to the other on your own.  Some got closer than 
others, but nobody made the jump.

Have a child stand on one mat.  Pick him up and carry him over to the other mat and set him on it.
Say: The only reason you got from one to the other is because I picked you up and carried you over to the 

other one.  You did absolutely nothing to get there.  It was all me.  The Bible tells us that we all fall short of God’s 
standard and our sin separates from God; just like the distance between these mats.  And there is nothing we 
can do to get to God, just like you trying to jump from one mat to the other.  The only way for us to ever get to 
God and not be separated from Him is for someone to carry us, like I did you.  The only way is for a Savior to do 
the work for us since we can never do it ourselves.  A Savior is needed!

Day Two: A Savior is Promised
Scripture: Genesis 3:14-15; John 4:25-26
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Garden 2
Journey Token: Foot on Snake

Materials Needed:
• Bible
• A product with a satisfaction guarantee
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey Tokens #1-2

Fueling Up:
Sometimes when you buy something, it will come with a satisfaction guarantee. Here is one. (show the product 

package with the guarantee on it). Can someone tell me what a satisfaction guarantee is? (give time for a response). 
That’s right! A guarantee is a promise. So, this company is telling me that they promise I will be completely satis-
fied with this product. Now, most companies, when they give customers this promise they give some conditions 
on it. In other words, they give themselves a way out of keeping the promise if they need to.  

Has someone ever made a promise to you that they didn’t keep? (Give time for a response). How did that make 
you feel? (Give time for a response). Did it make you a little less likely to believe them the next time they promise 
you something?

How does it make you feel when someone keeps their promise to you? (Give time for a response)

Bible Journey:
Remember, last time we were talking about how we needed a Savior. What happened that made a Savior 

necessary? (Give time for a response). That’s right, Adam and Eve sinned and ate from the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil. As a result, we are all born spiritually dead and need someone to save us from this spiritual death.

Let’s read from Genesis again. 
Read Genesis 3:14-15
God is talking to Satan here in verse 15. God says He will put enmity between the woman’s offspring and the 

serpent’s. What does God mean by the word “offspring”? (Give time for a response). That’s right. It means a person’s 
own child. The serpent will strike this offspring’s heel, but this offspring would crush the head of the serpent.

This is the first promise from God about a Savior who would come. That Savior would crush or conquer
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Satan. The Savior would be wounded in doing it, as Satan would strike at Him. But while the Savior might be 
hurt, Satan would be crushed.

Adam and Eve sinned. Through Adam, death spread to all mankind, and we found ourselves needing a      
Savior. But before God ever pronounced judgment upon them, He gave them an incredible promise of hope.

And even though companies and people may break or try to get out of the promises they make, God never 
does. When God promises something, He always keeps that promise.

Read John 4:25-26
This Samaritan woman knew of God’s promise to send a Messiah, a Savior. Jesus looked right at her and told 

her that He was the promised Messiah. Jesus is the offspring spoken of in Genesis, who crushed the head of the 
serpent. He is the fulfillment of the promise God made to Adam and Eve. God kept His promise!

Now, do you know what is so special about God promising to send a Savior? It shows us extraordinary love. 
See, we didn’t deserve a Savior. We all have sinned and deserve whatever punishment is coming. God didn’t 
promise to save people who deserved to be saved. He promised to save people who absolutely did not deserve 
to be saved.

Jesus’ journey to the tomb started long before He was even born. Hundreds of years before He was born, the 
plan and promise were already in place. A Savior was needed, and a Savior was promised

Journey to the Tomb Map
(Place JnZ on Garden Spot #1) 
Okay, Joey and Zoey started their journey here in the garden.  We have this piece from last time we talked.  

(hold up Forbidden Fruit token). What is on this token?  (Give time for a response)  Yes, a piece of Forbidden Fruit.  
What is it supposed to remind us of?  (Give time for a response). Good.  It reminds us that we need a Savior.  Let’s 
put it where it belongs on the map.  (allow a child to move JnZ one spot forward and place the Fruit Token on Garden 
Spot 1)

Where were Adam and Eve in tonight’s passage?  (Give time for a response). That’s right, they were still in the 
Garden of Eden. 

Hold up the Foot token.
What is on this piece?  (Give time for a response). Yep.  A foot crushing a snake.  What do you think it is sup-

posed to remind us of?  (Give time for a response). That’s right!  It reminds us of God’s promise to send a Savior.  
And we know that when God makes a promise, He will always keep that promise!  (allow a child to place the token 
underneath JnZ)

Suggested Songs
• Nothing but the Blood by Matt Redman
      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WpQA9ybz8c 

• My Savior My God by Aaron Shust
      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96P0bwvpbk4 

Prayer Focus
Take time to thank God for being a God who always keeps His promises.  Thank Him for promising to send the 
Savior that we needed.
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Day Three: A Sacrifice is Necessary 
Scripture: Genesis 3:21; Hebrews 9:22; 10:4
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Garden 3
Journey Token: Animal Skins

Materials Needed:
• Bible
• Toothbrush
• Toothpaste
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey Tokens #1-3

Fueling Up
Hold up the toothbrush and toothpaste
Raise your hand if you like to brush your teeth? Wouldn’t it be nice to be free from having to brush your 

teeth everyday?  The thing is, you can be!  You can be totally and completely free from having to brush your teeth 
ever again.  Imagine being able to spend those three minutes doing whatever you want!  Of course, you will have 
to sacrifice your teeth in order to be free from brushing your teeth.  Your teeth will get cavities and slowly rot 
until they fall out.  But, hey, with freedom comes sacrifice.  Right?  Now, you can be free from cavities and tooth 
decay.  It will take you sacrificing those 3 minutes to brush your teeth.  But, some sacrifices are worth it.

The truth is, there is no free freedom.  A sacrifice is always necessary.  This is especially true about our spir-
itual freedom.  Remember, we are all under the curse of sin and need a Savior whom God promised to send.  For 
that Savior to free us- sacrifice is necessary.

Bible Journey:
Read Genesis 3:21
You might be wondering what God making clothes for Adam and Eve has to do with Jesus. Before we get 

to that, let me ask you a question. How did Adam and Eve get their clothes? (try to steer the response toward God 
having to kill an animal to use its skin to make clothes). That’s right. They got their clothes directly from God, who 
had to kill an animal to use its skin to make those clothes. Adam and Eve had made clothes for themselves out 
of fig leaves, but it wasn’t enough. God had to kill an animal to make sufficient clothing for them.  

You are still probably wondering what this has to do with Jesus. Adam and Eve made clothes for themselves 
because they were ashamed of their nakedness as a result of their sin. Those fig leaves weren’t enough to cover 
their shame, however. It took God killing an animal to be enough to cover their shame. A sacrifice was necessary 
to cover the result of their sin. And it wasn’t a sacrifice they made. It was God who made the sacrifice. 

Read Hebrews 9:22
So God says that without the shedding of blood- that means a sacrifice- we cannot be forgiven for our sin. A 

sacrifice is necessary to free us from the curse and penalty of sin. So, should we go get a bull and offer it up as 
a sacrifice to free us from sin?  

Read Hebrews 10:4
Unfortunately for us, no sacrifice we make will be good enough to free us from sin. The blood of bulls and 

goats will never be good enough. Remember Adam and Eve doing their best to cover the shame of their sin? 
Who had to make the sacrifice to cover them? (Give time for a response). That’s right. God did, and it is the same 
today. The only sacrifice good enough to free us from sin is a sacrifice that God offers. We need His sacrifice. A 
sacrifice is necessary.
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Journey to the Tomb Map:
Okay, let’s look at where Joey and Zoey have been so far. (Place JnZ in Garden Spot 1 & hold up the Forbidden 

Fruit token). Here we have the token with the piece of Forbidden Fruit. What does that remind us of? (Give time 
for a response). That’s right that we are in need of a Savior. Let’s put it in the right spot. (allow a child to move JnZ 
one spot forward and place the token on Garden Spot #1). Now we have the token with the Foot Crushing the Ser-
pent. What does this remind us of? (Give time for a response). Yep, that God promised to send a Savior. Put it in 
its spot (allow a child to move JnZ one spot forward and place the token on Garden Spot 2)

Now, here is a new token for today. What do you see on it? (Give time for a response). Yes, that is right. Clothes 
made of animal skins. What do you think that is supposed to remind us of? (Give time for a response). Good! 
That a sacrifice is necessary. Freedom always requires a sacrifice, and for us to be free from our sin, a sacrifice 
must be made. (allow a child to place the token underneath JnZ)

Suggested Songs
• The Power of the Cross (Sovereign Grace)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3AmMVDAwHhk
• There is Power in the Blood (Selah)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnuQVGcR4P8 

Prayer Focus
• Before prayer time give a paper and pencil to each person.  Ask them to write down some of the freedoms 

they have.  If help is needed: freedom to worship, freedom of speech, freedom to have a Bible, freedom to 
have a job, freedom to go to school, freedom to dress how they want, etc.

• Take some time to explain that we have most of those freedoms because men and women have laid down 
their lives fighting so that we can have those freedoms.  Their sacrifice bought us those freedoms

• Take time to thank God for the many freedoms we have and for the people who made the sacrifices needed 
for those freedoms.   Confess that because of our sin, we need a sacrifice big enough to free us from the pen-
alty of that sin and it is a sacrifice bigger than we can make.

Day Four: A Sacrifice is Provided 
Scripture: Genesis 22:1-14; John 3:16
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Ramhorn Mountains
Journey Token: Altar

Materials Needed
• Bible
• One of your favorite things (a special coffee mug, t-shirt, tool, etc.)
• Trash Can
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-4, 

Fueling Up
 Ask the kids to each bring something that is special to them
Tonight we each have something that is special to us.  Why don’t you tell us why it is special to you?  (give 

time for each child to share why the item they brought is special to them). Okay.  It sounds like we have a lot of special 
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things with us tonight.  This is my special thing.  This is special to me because {fill in the blank].  
(Indicate the trash can) Now, here is what I want you to do.  I want you to each throw away your special thing.  

Yep.  Just walk right on up and toss it in the trash can here.  Which of you wants to throw away your special 
thing?  None of us do, do we?  When something is special we want to keep it and enjoy it.  If something were to 
happen to it or we were to lose it we would be very sad about it.

Bible Journey
Last time we talked about how a sacrifice is necessary. If we are to ever be free from our sin and the penalty 

of that sin, a sacrifice must be made. Tonight we are going to talk more about the necessary sacrifice.
We are going to read about a man named Abraham and his son. What was his son’s name? (Give time for a 

response) That is right! Isaac. Abraham had waited a long, long time to have a son. God finally gave him Isaac. 
Abraham very much loved Isaac and knew Isaac was part of a promise God had made to him many years before. 
Let’s read about them.

Read Genesis 22:1-14
Wow! Abraham had his son, his very special son Isaac. A son who was part of the promise God had made to 

him many years before. Isaac was very special to Abraham as any child is to their parent. Then God tells Abra-
ham that he must sacrifice his own son. He must give him up forever. Can you imagine how Abraham must 
have felt at first? Think about how you felt when I told you that you had to throw away your special thing. As 
special as your special thing is, it is nowhere near as special as the life of a child! What happened? (Give time 
for a response) That’s right! Just as Abraham was about to sacrifice Isaac, God stopped him from doing it. Then 
Abraham looked at the bushes and saw a ram stuck there. He took that ram and offered it as a sacrifice to God. 
What did he then say? (Give time for a response). Yes. He called the place ‘The Lord will provide.” Why did he call 
it that? (Give time for a response). Good. Because God provided the sacrifice. God never really wanted Abraham 
to sacrifice Isaac. God wanted to show Abraham that He is the God who provides what we really need. As spe-
cial as Isaac was to Abraham, what Abraham really needed was a God who was even more special. A God who 
would provide. God is the one who told Abraham that a sacrifice was necessary. Then God is the one who gave 
Abraham the necessary sacrifice. 

So, we learned last time that a sacrifice was necessary. Tonight we learned that when a sacrifice is necessary, 
it is God Himself who provides that sacrifice. 

Journey to the Tomb Map
Okay, let’s look at where Joey and Zoey have been so far. (Place Joey and Zoey on Garden Spot 1 & hold up the 

Forbidden Fruit token). Here we have the token with the piece of Forbidden Fruit. What does that remind us 
of? (Give time for a response). That’s right, that we need a Savior. Let’s put it in the right spot. (allow a child to move 
JnZ one spot forward and place the Forbidden Fruit token on Garden Spot 1). Now we have the token with the Foot 
Crushing the Serpent. What does this remind us of? (Give time for a response). Yep, that God promised to send a 
Savior. Put it in its spot (allow a child to move JnZ one spot forward and place the Foot token on Garden Spot 2). Here is 
the token with animal skin clothing on it. What does that remind us of? (Give time for a response) Yes. A sacrifice 
is necessary. Without a sacrifice we can never be free from our sin. Let’s put it where it goes. (allow a child to move 
JnZ one spot forward to the Ramhorn Mountains and place the Animal Skin token on Garden Spot 3)

Here is tonight’s token. This is a picture of an altar. An altar is what a person would put their sacrifice on. 
What do you think we are supposed to remember when we see this altar? (Give time for a response) Yes. We are 
supposed to remember that since a sacrifice is necessary to free us from sin, God will provide the sacrifice. (allow 
a child to place the Alter Token underneath JnZ) The sacrifice is provided!
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Suggested Songs
• O My Soul Arise by Sovereign Grace
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiHxEuL1dd0

• There is a Fountain by Selah
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMcG0JclK-A 

Prayer Focus
Before prayer time give everyone a paper and pencil.
Ask them to write a list of things they have that they need. I.e.-  house, food, clothing, etc.
Take time to thank God for being a God who provides for us in so many ways.  Thank Hm for providing for 

the things on the list.  Thank I’m for being a God who provides the sacrifice that is necessary for us to be free 
from our sin.

Activity
Easter Reminder Hunt

Send the children outside to find an item that fits tin their hand that reminds them about something about 
Jesus dying and rising again.  If weather is not permitting, send them to find items from around the house.  Try 
to gather at least 5 or 6 items.  It may require children to find more than one item each.  You may want to give a 
time limit to the hunt.

Younger children may need some help.  Here are some suggestions:
• A rock could be a reminder of the stone in front of the tomb
• A stick could be a reminder of the wooden cross
• A nail could be a reminder of Jesus being nailed to the cross
• Dice from a game could be a reminder of how the soldiers gambled for Jesus clothing
Once everyone is back have them share why their chosen item(s) remand them of Jesus’ death and resurrec-

tion. You may need to fill in some blanks for the children as they share about why their item reminds them of 
Jesus’ death and Resurrection.  This will make for some good teaching moments.
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Week Two

Day One: Sunday— The Savior is the Sacrifice
Scripture: Exodus 12:1-13; John1:28-29; 1 Corinthians 5:7
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Lakeside Village
Journey Token: Lamb

Materials Needed
• Bible
• Family Pet (optional)
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-5

Fueling Up
Option One:

If possible, have the family pet in the room with you.   
Say: 
What are some of your favorite things about [pet name]?  (Give time for a response). What is a fun memory 

you have of [pet name]? (Give time for a response). What are some things we have to do to take care of [pet name]? 
(Give time for a response)

Family pets are a very special part of any family. We may have to do a lot to take care of them, but they return 
that with love, affection, and fun. They snuggle with us, they play with us, they make us laugh. It is a wonderful 
thing to have a pet!

Do you think our life would be different if we didn ‘t have [pet name]? Of course it would be! It is hard to 
imagine not having [pet name] with us. We love [pet name] and would be sad if he/she wasn ‘t with us.

Option Two:
Think about [pet name] from [tv/movie name]. What makes [pet name] so special?   (Give time for a re-

sponse)  What do you think [tv show/movie] would be like without [pet name]?  (Give time for a response)  [Pet 
name] adds a lot to the show/movie, doesn ‘t he?    

That is what pets are like. They may need people to take care of them, but they add a lot to that person ‘s life. 
Like the show/movie would be different without [pet name], a person ‘s life is different when they don ‘t have 
that pet anymore.

Bible Journey
We have talked about the fact that we need a Savior, and God promised to send one. We also talked about 

how a sacrifice is necessary to free us from sin and that God is a God who provides necessary sacrifices.
Tonight we are going to talk about the sacrifice that God provided to save us from our sin. But before we 

do, we need to stop at the next place on our journey. Let ‘s look at the book of Exodus. Can anyone tell me what 
big special thing happened in the book of Exodus?  (Give time for a response).  Yes, God rescued His people from 
slavery in Egypt! We are going to read a part of that.

Read Exodus 12:1-13
This was the first-ever Passover. God was about to do something incredible and deliver His people from the 

bonds of slavery in Egypt. God was going to pass through Egypt and strike down all the firstborn. However, He 
gave the Israelites a way to be saved from this.    
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They were to sacrifice a lamb and put its blood on the sides and top of the doors to their house. God would 
see this and would not strike down the firstborn in that house. The people in the house would be saved from 
death by the death of this little lamb. Its sacrifice meant freedom from death for them.    

Sometimes we are willing to give up something because it doesn ‘t mean much to us. Who here would be 
willing to sacrifice eating broccoli? (Give time for a response). A sacrifice like that really isn ‘t very meaningful 
because what we are sacrificing isn ‘t valuable to us; actually, it really isn ‘t a sacrifice at all. For something to be 
a true sacrifice, it has to mean something; it has to have some value. God wanted the Israelites to really under-
stand how serious this sacrifice was. He wanted the Israelites to understand that their salvation came at a high 
cost. So, the lamb they had to sacrifice first had to live with them for 4 days. It would have become like a pet to 
the kids as they took care of it each day. It would have been hard to sacrifice it. But they needed to understand 
that this lamb ‘s death was very meaningful, and it was a real sacrifice, not like giving up broccoli.

Read John 1:28-29
What does John the Baptist call Jesus? (Give time for a response) That ‘s right. He calls Him the Lamb of God.
Read 1 Corinthians 5:7
What does Paul call Jesus?  (Give time for a response).  Yes, the Passover Lamb.
The Bible says that Jesus is the Passover Lamb who has been sacrificed. Just as the sacrifice of the lamb saved 

the Israelites from death, Jesus ‘ sacrifice saves people from the spiritual death that is the result of sin. This 
shows why God wanted the people to understand how meaningful the sacrifice of the lamb was. The sacrifice of 
Jesus wasn ‘t just some ordinary thing. This was the only Son of God. His sacrifice meant more than anything- it 
was a serious thing. Our freedom from the power and penalty of sin comes at a high cost- not to us, but to God 
the Father and Jesus.    

No sacrifice we could ever make would be enough. So God provided a sacrifice for us- the most valuable, 
meaningful sacrifice ever. His very own Son.

A Savior was needed. A Savior was promised. A sacrifice was necessary. A sacrifice was provided. The Savior 
that was promised was the sacrifice that was provided. That was the only way for Jesus to save us. The Savior is 
the sacrifice.

Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place JnZ and Journey Tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token.  What is on it? (Give time for a response).  Yes, a lamb.  What do you think that is sup-

posed to remind us of? (Give time for a response).  That’s right.  That Jesus is the Passover Lamb. (allow a child to 
place the Lamb Token in Lakeside Village underneath JnZ) The Savior that was promised is the sacrifice that was 
necessary.

Suggested Songs
• Behold the Lamb 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e1QRtxUF50 
• The Old Rugged Cross

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfydxBGLrz0 

Prayer Focus
Take time to thank Jesus for being the Savior and sacrifice we needed to free us from the power and penalty 

of sin.  Ask God to help you fully appreciate how much that sacrifice really means.
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Activity
Resurrection Garden
There are several blogs and Youtube videos that give full instructions of how to make a Resurrection garden.  

Here are a few of them…
 - https://www.allthingsmamma.com/creating-an-easter-garden/ 
 - https://www.munchkintime.com/easter-garden-diy-tutorial-easter-activities-for-kids/ 
 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GR7oNkUYUq8 

Day Two- The Savior Will Die
Scripture: Isaiah 53:1-12 
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Nightshade Pass
Journey Token: Black

Materials
• Bible
• 2 buckets or tote bags
• A large stack of books or other weights
• A yummy treat
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-6

Fueling Up
Pick the oldest and youngest child who can each complete the challenge.  If this isn’t possible, you can be one of the 

competitors
Alright we are going to have a contest.  Whoever wins gets this treat.
Here is what we are going to do.  I am going to put a few books in each bucket.  Then, you will each hold a 

bucket out like this.  (Hold the bucket in one hand with your arm raised out to the side of your body and parallel with 
the floor). Whoever holds theirs out the longest wins. 

Give them the buckets
As the younger child gets tired, start taking books out of his bucket and place them in the bucket of the older child.  If 

you are one of the competitors, take books out of your bucket and put them in the bucket of your child.
When the other child protests, just tell them to hang in there, they can do it.
As they are standing there struggling to keep the bucket up, give the treat to the younger child, or if you are the other 

competitor, eat it yourself.
Ok.  You can put your bucket down now.
Ask the older child how he felt when he had to hold the other child’s books, but the other child got the reward.
Yeah, it doesn’t seem fair that you had to carry his weight for him, but he still got the benefit as if he did it 

himself, does it?
 Give the older child a treat for being a good sport.

Bible Journey
We have talked about Jesus being the Savior God promised and the sacrifice He provided. What does that 

even mean? Is there more to it than that? How is He the sacrifice God provided? Did God send Jesus and then 
step back to see how everything turned out? Did God actually have a plan, or was He just winging it? Let ‘s read 
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a passage from the Bible.  (don ‘t tell the kids what passage you are reading yet)
Read Isaiah 53:1-12
The person this passage is talking about was rejected by people. It says He was innocent and never did 

anything wrong. It says He was pierced for our transgressions. That is like trespass. It is when you purposely go 
beyond boundaries that have been set up for you, like climbing over a fence that is supposed to keep people out. 
It says He was crushed for our iniquities. Iniquity is the way our hearts are naturally against God. It says He was 
chastised, and it brought us peace. Chastisement is like punishment, so we were given peace because He was 
punished. It says He carried the weight of our sin. It says He died because of the transgressions of others.

So, who do you think this passage is talking about?  (Give time for a response).  That ‘s right. It is talking about 
Jesus. Here is the interesting thing, though. This is the prophet Isaiah talking. He wrote this over 600 years be-
fore Jesus was even born! Isaiah gives many details about Jesus ‘ death. He also makes a point of clearly saying 
that Jesus was our sacrifice because He took on the guilt for our sin. Pierced for our transgressions, crushed for 
our iniquities, had our iniquities laid on Him, bore our sins, killed because of our transgressions. This all tells us 
one thing- the Savior died because He took on the punishment we deserved.   

Since this was written over 600 years before Jesus was ever born, it shows this was God ‘s plan all along. It 
says because of what Jesus did, those who put their trust in Him are counted as righteous. Jesus would take the 
weight and guilt of our sin, and we would get the benefit from it. 

Jesus had to be a sacrifice because, as we learned earlier, there can be no forgiveness without the shedding 
of blood. By taking on our punishment and dying in our place, His blood was shed for sin, making forgiveness 
possible. The Savior had to die to be the Savior.

Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place JnZ and Journey Tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token.  What is on it? (Give time for a response).  It is just black isn’t it?  No picture or any-

thing else.  What do you think this is supposed to remind us of? (Give time for a response).  Yes, it is supposed to 
remind us that the Savior would die.  Black is the color of death and funerals and mourning. (allow a child to place 
the Black Token in Nightshade Pass underneath JnZ)

Suggested Songs
• Hail the Day  (Sovereign Grace)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9YUaI6RATc 
• All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (Chris Tomlin)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0rYL2zG_OY 

Prayer Focus
Thank God for planning all along to make a way for us to be saved through the death of His Son. Give God 

praise for being a sovereign God who is always in control of all things.
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Day Three: The Savior Will Conquer Death 
Scripture: Psalm 16:9-10; Acts 2:22-32
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Sonshine Beach
Journey Token: Sun

Materials Needed
• Bible
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-7

Fueling Up
Let’s have an English lesson. Doesn’t that sound fun? I want you to imagine for a moment that you are brand 

new to speaking English and aren’t real good at it yet. I am going to read something to you and you, as someone 
who doesn’t speak English real well, tell me what it sounds like I am saying. Ready? Here we go…

(You may need to re-emphasize to the kids that are pretending they don’t understand English real well yet when they 
answer you)

• “I see!”  (give time for a response)
• It has nothing to do with your eyes, it means you understand why the other person said something

• “I don’t buy it!”  (give time for a response)
• It has nothing to do with not purchasing something, it means you don’t believe what the other person 

just said
• “Tell me about it” (give time for a response)

• It doesn’t mean you want to hear all about something, it means that you can totally relate to what the 
person is saying, you share the same experience

• “Do you see where I’m coming from?” (give time for a response)
• No, you aren’t asking if they can see where you arrived from, you are asking if they understand what you 

are saying
You can see why someone who is learning English may get confused sometimes. They hear a person say 

something and think they know exactly what that person is saying, but it turns out the person is actually saying 
something different from what it sounds like.

Bible Journey
Who is known for writing many of the Psalms?  (give time for a response)  Yes, King David is known for writing 

many of the psalms. We are going to read part one of his psalms today. We are going to read Psalm 16:9-10.
Read Psalm 16:9-10
Now, who wrote this psalm?  (give time for response). Yes, King David. So, in the verses we read, who do you 

think he is talking about when he says  “my heart, “  “my whole being, “  “my flesh, “ and  “my soul “? (give time for 
response). King David, you say?  

What do you think he meant when he said,  “You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let Your Holy One see 
corruption “? (give time for a response). Sheol was a word used to speak of the grave. Corruption was speaking of 
the body lying in the grave and decomposing. So, this psalm is saying that whoever it is talking about will not 
be left by God to rot away in the grave.

Just one more quick question before we turn to look at another Bible passage. Is King David dead? (give time 
for a response) Now, let ‘s turn over to the book of Acts. We are going to look at Acts 2:22-32
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Read Acts 2:22-32
Peter quotes the same verses we just read from Psalm 16; it would have been a familiar psalm to his listeners.
Remember our English lesson? We read phrases using regular, everyday words that sounded like they meant 

one thing, but they meant something different from what they actually said. It turns out that these verses from 
Psalm 16 are like that. The Jews Peter was talking to would have all thought they knew exactly what David was 
talking about. Just like we thought David was talking about himself, the Jews would have thought the same.  

Peter then becomes like the English teacher helping his students understand what the verses really mean. 
He makes it pretty clear that since David did, in fact, die and people could visit his tomb, he did not triumph 
over death, and his body was left in the grave.

So, according to the Bible, who is David actually talking about in the verses we read from Psalm 16? (give time 
for response). That ‘s right, Jesus! It is like our English lesson. The words seemed very plain and easy to under-
stand, but they meant something different than simply what they said. God told His people hundreds of years 
before the Savior ever came that the Savior could never be defeated by death and that He, in fact, would defeat 
death itself. The Savior would conquer death!

Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place JnZ & Journey Tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token.  What is on it? (Give time for a response).  That’s right, the Sun.  This reminds us that 

the Savior would not be left in a dark grave, but would defeat death and see the light of day again. (allow a child 
to place the Sun Token on Sunshine Beach underneath JnZ). The Savior would conquer death!

Suggested Songs
• He Has Risen by Sovereign Grace

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KReVK2bqZpk 

• Before the Throne of God Above by Sovereign Grace with Kristyn Getty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LULK2nZ6sCc 

Prayer Focus
Take time to thank and praise God for giving us a Savior who is capable of defeating death.

Day Four: The Savior Arrives 
Scripture: Luke 2:1-21
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: The Manger
Journey Token: Star

Materials Needed
• Bible
• Baby Album or pictures of one or more of your children when they were born
• OR a map on which you can show a trip you once took 
• Construction paper, glue, tape, markers, etc. for making homemade Christmas cards
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-8, Journey Trackers (optional)
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Fueling Up
Option One:

Start looking at the baby album or pictures.
Talk about the day that child was born and how you excited you were. Talk about how you told other people about 

it and how excited they were for your family. Show pictures of other people visiting to see the new baby. Talk about how 
other people wanted to see the new baby and came to visit.

There were many things that made the day you were born such an exciting day. One of those things was 
that we had to wait for nine long months for you to get here. Sometimes, when we have to wait for so long for 
something or someone to arrive, it makes it even more exciting when they do get here. Everybody gets excited 
when someone they have been waiting for, for a long time finally arrives. 

Option Two:
With a highlighter or pencil, trace your route on the map of a journey you took for a joyous reason (e.g. vacation with 

the family; visiting family for the holidays; visiting an old friend, etc.)
If you remember certain places you stopped along the way, mark them on the map as well.

Spread out the map.
People go on journeys all the time. There are all kinds of reasons for those journeys, some of them for sad 

reasons, but many of them for happy reasons. Here is one trip we took…
Show the kids the route you took and talk about why you went on the trip. Talk about some of the things you did 

or saw along the way.
Talk about what it was like when you got to your destination. Who was there waiting for you, how they reacted 

when arrived, what you did with the people who were waiting there for you.
When you take a trip and there are people waiting for you to get there, it is always exciting when you finally 

do arrive. There are smiles and hugs and a sense of joy.

Bible Journey
Over the past couple of weeks, we have journeyed through the Old Testament, showing how it points us to 

the fact that we need a Savior and God promised us a Savior. We saw how a sacrifice was needed, and the Savior 
would be that sacrifice. We also read about how the Savior would die, but death wouldn’t be able to defeat Him. 
For us, it has been a journey of a couple of weeks. For the world, it was a journey of thousands of years. But, 
now, after this long journey, the Savior has arrived! What do we call the day that the Savior was born? (give time 
for a response) That’s right, Christmas. And what is the Savior’s name? (give time for a response) Yes! Jesus is His 
name. We celebrated Christmas just a few months ago. Let’s read about it!

Read Luke 2:1-21
What kind of news did the angel say he had for the shepherds? (give time for a response) Yes, good news of 

great joy! What was so great about this news? (give time for a response) That’s right! The Savior that the world had 
been waiting thousands of years for was finally here. It was incredible news! 

After the shepherds followed the angel’s directions and found the Savior as a baby in a manger, it says they 
glorified and praised God for all they had seen and heard. They expressed great joy over the fact that the prom-
ised Savior had finally arrived! Has anyone ever promised you something?  (give time for a response) Did that 
person keep their promise or not? How did you feel when they did or did not keep that promise? (give time for 
response) With the arrival of the Savior, God showed that He keeps His promises. He made a promise that He 
would send a Savior, and He did. The world waited a long time, and when God kept His promise, it was great 
news that brought joy to the whole world. But, this wasn’t the end of the journey for the promised Savior; it was 
just the beginning of the most important part of the journey!
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Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token.  What is on it? (Give time for a response).  That’s right, a star.  Remember how there was 

a star over Bethlehem that marked where Jesus was born? This reminds us that God kept His promise to send 
a Savior! (allow a child to place the Star Token on the Manger underneath JnZ) We can always trust God to keep all 
His promises!

Suggested Songs
• O, Little Town of Bethlehem
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvC5kYqd5cI 

• Silent Night
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEH7_2c644Q  

Prayer Focus
Take time to thank and praise God for being a God who keeps all His promises and for sending us a Savior!

Activity
Spring Christmas Cards 
• Make some homemade Christmas cards
• Give them to your pastor, Sunday School teacher, etc. and tell them thank you for telling others about God 

keeping His promise to send us a Savior. 

Week Three

Palm Sunday— The Savior’s Triumphal Entry
Scripture: Luke 19:28-40. 
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Gate of Jerusalem
Journey Token: Palm Branch 

Materials Needed
• Bible
• 5-6 rocks of different shapes and sizes
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-9, 

Fueling Up
Lay the rocks out in a line in front of your kids.
Ask:
Ok, we have a bunch of rocks here. Are they all the same, or are they different from each other? What is unique 
about each rock? (allow time for responses)
(Ask the following questions giving time for the kids to respond)
• Which rock do you think would be best for throwing a long way?
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• Which one do you think would be best for painting to look like a lady bug?
• Which rock do you think would best for skipping on water?
• Which rock do you think would make the best kerplunk in the water?
• Which rock do you think has the best singing voice?

It seems silly to ask that last question, doesn’t it? After all, we all know that rocks can’t sing. One thing we 
can learn from these rocks, though, is that no one can ever stop God from being worshipped. How do we learn 
that form these rocks?

Bible Journey
Israel had been waiting thousands of years for the Messiah to come. The entire Jewish culture revolved 

around this hope. Especially now as the Roman Empire had invaded and taken control over Israel. The Jew-
ish people were eager for their Messiah to appear and free them from Roman rule. Now, there was a man 
named Jesus who was doing things that had not been done before. Everything seemed to point to Him being the 
long-awaited Messiah, the King of the Jews! 

Read Matthew 21:1-11 and Luke 19:28-40
As Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, the crowds gave Him a welcome that He truly deserved. Even if they did it not 

fully understanding what the mission of the Messiah really was, Jesus was more than worthy of the praise they 
gave Him. They worshipped Him with what they had on hand. What was it they were waving around? (allow 
time for a response). That’s right, palm branches. They laid their cloaks on the ground for Him to ride over. That 
may seem strange, but there were no paved roads back then, just dirty, dusty streets. Laying their cloaks down 
prevented the dust of the road from rising and getting the feet of the Messiah dirty. When you consider that 
most people had very few items of clothing back then, it is really special that they took perhaps their only cloak 
and laid it in the dirt for a donkey to walk on as an act of worship for the Messiah. 

Was everyone happy about Jesus coming to Jerusalem? (give time for a response). That’s right! The Pharisees 
weren’t too pleased with Jesus showing up, and they really weren’t happy with all the people worshiping Him. 
They were worried that if the Roman authorities heard about it, they would get in trouble. That is why they told 
Jesus to tell everyone to be quiet. What was Jesus’ reply to the Pharisees? (give time for a response; reread that part 
of the passage if necessary) Yes! He told them that even if all the people stopped praising Him, there would still be 
praise ringing out because the stones themselves would cry out in praise of their Creator. 

Was Jesus saying that the rocks would literally start singing? He is God; He can do anything He wants, 
including giving rocks voices. It is more likely, though, that Jesus was speaking figuratively. He was telling the 
Pharisees that there was nothing anyone could ever do to keep God from being worshipped the way He deserves. 
No authority, no king, no ruler could ever keep God’s people from worshipping Him. This is exciting news for us! 
It means that the God we worship will always be worshipped- no matter what. It means that no one really can 
ever stop us from worshipping God as He deserves!

The great thing is that it is only because of what Jesus did on the cross that Gentiles- people who aren’t 
Jewish- can truly worship God. As we celebrate the Resurrection next week, remember, it is only because of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus that we can ever worship God as He deserves!

Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token.  What is on it? (Give time for a response).  Yes, a palm branch.  What do you think that 

is supposed to remind us of? (Give time for a response).  That’s right.  That Jesus is worthy to be worshipped always 
and forever. (Allow a child to place the Palm Branch Token at the Gate of Jerusalem underneath JnZ)
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Suggested Songs
• Jesus Came to Earth 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBzfbxaXXi0 

• Hosanna (Praise is Rising)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMBDWG9tseU 

Prayer Focus
Take time to worship Jesus as the Promised Savior and for coming to save us from our sin.

Activity
Rock Concert
http://almostunschoolers.blogspot.com/2012/03/backup-choir-triumphal-entry-craft.html

Materials Needed:
• at least 1 rock per child
• popsicle sticks
• construction paper
• markers
• googly eyes (optional)
• hot glue/glue stick

The link provided uses googly eyes, but it may be simpler (and more fun) to allow the children to use the mark-
ers to draw faces on each of the rocks.

Monday— The Savior Cleanses the Temple
Scripture: Matthew 21:12-16; John 2:13-22.     
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Temple
Journey Token: Whip

Materials Needed
• Bible
• A feather or something similar that you can tickle a person’s ear with.
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-10

Fueling Up
Ask a child to read John 2:13-22.
As they read tickle their ear, neck, nose, etc. with the feather. Keep on doing so until they finish reading the passage.
Ask:
Was it hard to focus on reading the Bible passage I asked you to read? Why? (give time for responses to these 

questions) 
So me tickling you was distracting you from focusing on the Bible? Do you think I should do that to you next 

Sunday as we’re sitting in church? Why not? (give time for responses to these questions)
You are right. It probably would be a bad idea to distract you when we are supposed to be worshiping God in 

church on Sunday. Can you imagine if I actually did it though? I think people around us would be pretty upset 
if I did something like that. I know for a fact Jesus would be. How do I know that? I’m glad you asked…
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Bible Journey
Read Matthew 21:12-16
Jesus gets to Jerusalem, and what is the first thing He does? (give time for a response) Yes, He goes to the tem-

ple and drives out all the people doing wrong in there. Why do you think that is the first thing He did? (give time 
for a response). Did you know this wasn’t the first time Jesus had done this? He did it one other time at the very 
beginning of His ministry here on earth.

Read John 2:13-17
What is zeal?  (give time for a response) Yes, it is being passionate and excited about something. The Bible 

says that Jesus was consumed with zeal for His Father’s house. That means He was super passionate about 
His Father’s house. What was it that Jesus said upset Him so much about what was going on? (give time for a 
response) That’s right. People had come into the temple court and were selling animals and changing out money 
for offerings and sacrifices. 

The Jewish leaders had made a rule that for an offering of money to be acceptable, it had to be temple money 
(God never commanded this). That meant you couldn’t just come in and give whatever money you had. You went 
to the money-changers, and they swapped out your money with temple coins. What they were doing was being 
dishonest. If you gave them a dollar of your money, they would give you only 50 cents of temple money and keep 
the rest for themselves. The people selling animals for sacrifice were selling the animals at a price much higher 
than the animals were actually worth. This is why Jesus called them thieves or robbers. Their dishonesty made 
it very difficult for poor people to worship and make sacrifices and offerings to God. Not only that, but they were 
doing all this in the place called “The Court of the Gentiles.” If you weren’t born Jewish but became Jewish later 
in life, you were only allowed in a certain part of the temple to pray and worship God- the Court of the Gentiles. 
Because the money-changers and animal sellers set up their tables in the Court of the Gentiles, it was almost 
impossible for Gentile Jews to pray and worship God. Just imagine if you were in church and there was a table 
full of noisy pigeons next to you. Every time you tried to pray, the man at the table was yelling to tell you why 
you should buy his pigeons and not the pigeons from the man at the table across the room! You can see why 
Jesus was so upset!

He quoted from Isaiah 56:7. God was comforting those who were not born Jewish. He told them He would 
include them in the family of God and that all people who worshipped Him were welcome in the temple. What 
Jesus found at the temple was Jews who made it impossible for anyone but Jewish people to actually pray and 
worship God at the temple.

Jesus was passionate about all people being able to come together to worship God. That is why He came to 
be our Savior. The book of Ephesians tells us that Jews and Gentiles are now made one in the family of God 
because of what He did. 

Just as Jesus was passionate about God receiving the worship He deserves, so should we be passionate about 
worshipping God. How can your life show that you are passionate about worshipping God?

Just as Jesus removed anything that distracted people from worshiping God, we need to remove anything 
from our own lives that gets in the way of us truly worshiping God. What are some things in your life that may 
be keeping you from worshipping God as He deserves?

Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token.  What is on it? (Give time for a response). Yes, a whip. What do you think that is sup-

posed to remind us of? (Give time for a response). That’s right. That Jesus is passionate about God being wor-
shipped and we should be too! (allow a child to place the Whip Token at the Temple underneath JnZ)
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Suggested Songs
• Oh, What a Day! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqTrirdmuio 

• Jesus Paid It All (Newsboys)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hs05AtP2wd8 

Prayer Focus
Thank God for making a way for you to be a part of His family. Ask Him to help you be as passionate about 

worship as Jesus is and to show you any sin that is keeping you from worshipping God as He deserves.

Tuesday: The Savior Prepares for Passover
Scripture: Luke 22:7-13.       
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Upper Room
Journey Token: Water Jug

Materials Needed:
• Bible
• A cup of coffe, tea, or other drink that requires some special preparation.
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-11

Fueling Up:
Before you start, place the cup of coffee, tea, or other drink under a large bowl on your kitchen counter.
Ask a child:
Would you go onto the kitchen and prepare a cup of coffee for me exactly how I like it. It has to have the ex-

act right amount of coffee grounds and the right amount of water. It needs to be in my favorite coffee cup. Pour 
just the right amount of cream and sugar- not too much nor too little, which of course means you must pour just 
the right amount of coffee into the cup, etc. (you get the idea).

Make the instructions so precise that they feel like they won’t be able to do it. When they express any doubt or con-
fusion, say…

Go into the kitchen and lift the big bowl on the counter and bring me what you find under it.
When they bring the cup of coffee to you, thank them and say… 
Now, you brought this coffee to me, which is exactly how I wanted it prepared. Let me ask you this: Who gets 

the credit for preparing this coffee exactly as it should be? (give time for a response). That’s right, I do. I gave you a 
pretty difficult job, but the whole time I had already made a way for you to succeed. I prepared everything ahead 
of time; all you had to do was walk into the kitchen to what I had already prepared for you for me. Now, keep 
that in mind as we read today’s passage…

Bible Journey:
Read Luke 22:7-13
What meal were Jesus and His disciples getting ready to eat? (give time for a response). That’s right, the Pass-

over meal.
Jesus asked Peter and John to get the Passover meal ready. This wasn’t just any meal- this was a very special 

meal. It was a time when Jews remembered what God had done for them when He passed over their homes 
when all the firstborn in Egypt were dying and then delivered them from slavery in Egypt. It was a time for them 
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to remember the very special relationship the nation of Israel had with God.
There were a lot of things that a person had to do to get ready for the Passover. If you didn’t live in                            

Jerusalem, one of those things was to find a place to have the Passover meal. Now, Passover, as we said, was a 
big deal. That means that Jews from around the world were in Jerusalem celebrating this event. The city was 
crowded. How many men would there be eating the Last Supper? (give time for responses) Yes, there would be 13 
grown men at the table- Jesus and the 12 apostles. Imagine trying to find a place for 13 men to gather together 
to prepare and eat this meal together in this super crowded city. Yet, Jesus tells Peter and John to do it. They 
probably looked at each other with stunned looks on their faces and then turned to Jesus and asked Him where 
they were supposed to go.

So, to recap. A special time of celebrating the Jew’s relationship with God was coming up and Jesus told Peter 
and John to prepare for it. They knew that they had no idea how to make that happen. They ask Jesus how they 
can be prepared for this special celebration.

Jesus answered them by saying that they would find a man carrying a jug of water. This would have been very 
unusual since carrying water was considered a woman’s job in that culture. This man would happen to know of 
a room in which 13 grown men could fit and be able to prepare a special meal together. It would also be a room 
that wasn’t already being used by some of the other thousands upon thousands of people visiting Jerusalem at 
that time. Not only this, but the owner of the place would be willing to let Jesus and His disciples use it. In other 
words, Peter and John were responsible for preparing for this celebration of a special relationship with God, but 
they had no idea how to do it and probably would have been unable to do it. But Jesus, who gave them the job, 
had already put everything in place so that all Peter and John had to do was walk into the city. Jesus had taken 
care of everything. So, who really gets the credit for Peter and John being prepared to celebrate the Passover with 
Jesus? (give time for a response) That’s right! Jesus gets the credit. He is the one who made what would not usually 
happen, happen: a man carrying a water jug, that man passing by right when Peter and John got there, a room 
big enough actually being available, the owner being willing to let Jesus use it. That means when they came back 
to Jesus, they couldn’t boast about having a place ready for Jesus because Jesus is the one who actually had the 
place ready already for them to get ready.

A popular Christmas sermon talks about the inn having no room for Jesus, then asks if you have made room 
for Him in your heart? Today’s passage is a great picture of something else, though. When it comes to preparing 
a room to celebrate a relationship with Jesus, Jesus did all the work. Peter and John simply had to walk into it 
what Jesus has already done. 

Our relationship with Jesus isn’t so much about us preparing room for Him. It is about Him preparing room 
in us for Himself and then directing us to that room so that we can have that special relationship with Him. 
Philippians 1:6 tells us, “…He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 
The good work it says God began in you is your salvation and growing in your relationship with Him. Who start-
ed that work? (give time for a response) That is right, God did! It is a work God started, and it is a work He will 
finish! That means that He is the one who gets all the credit for your relationship with Him!

It is a relationship that is made possible only because of what Jesus did when He died in our place for our 
sins and rose again the third day!

Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token.  What is on it? (Give time for a response). Yes, a water jug. What do you think that is 

supposed to remind us of? (Give time for a response). That’s right. That Jesus is the one who prepares a room for 
Himself in our lives and invites us to be in a relationship with Him! (allow a child to place the Water Jug Token on 
the Watering Hole underneath JnZ)
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Suggested Songs
• Christ Our Hope in Life and Death (The Getty’s; Matt Papa) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OibIi1rz7mw 

• Living Hope (Phil Wickham)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9f2FXxDVO6w  

Prayer Focus
Thank Jesus for preparing you to be in a relationship with Him and for inviting you into it.

Wednesday: The Savior’s Last Supper
Scripture: Luke 22:14-20.                                                         
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Upper Room
Journey Token: Cup & Bread

Materials Needed:
• Bible
• A quarter or small ball or other object that fits easily in your closed fist.
• Stop watch (your smart phone should have one)
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-12

Fueling Up:
Show the quarter (or other object) to the kids.
I am going to place this quarter in my hand and close my hand around it. (pick an older child) [Child’s name] 

is going to have 30 seconds to try to get it out of my hand. (set the stopwatch) Ready, set, go! 
It should be practically impossible for the child to get the object out of your hand.
Okay, time is up! (pick a younger child) Let’s see if [child’s name] can do it. Ready, set, go! 
This time, allow the child to open your hand and take the object. Make it easy, but make it look natural. If you have 

only one child, give them two chances. The first time don’t let them get your hand open. The second time, let them open 
your hand.

Wow! You did that quickly! Here is a question, though. Did [younger child’s name] really force my hand 
open and take the quarter, or do you think I opened my own hand to give up the quarter? (Allow time for re-
sponses) Yeah, even though it looked like [younger child’s name] got my hand open and took the quarter, it was 
really because I opened my hand for you. You didn’t actually take the quarter; I gave it up. Keep that in mind as 
we read today’s Bible passage…

Bible Journey:
Read Luke 22:14-20
This passage is often called the Last Supper. Why do you think it is called the Last Supper? (allow time for 

responses) Yes, it is called the Last Supper because, as Jesus said, He would not eat it again until we are all in 
Heaven. But, an even better name for this passage is for it to be called the Lord’s Supper. We call it the Lord’s 
Supper because He gave it all a new meaning. The bread and the wine now represented His sacrifice. He said 
that the bread represented His body which would be given to be crucified. He said the wine represented His 
blood which would be spilled at the crucifixion. 

His death was not far off. Soon, He would be taken and arrested. Soon, wicked men would cry out for His 
death. And soon, He would be killed on the cross. But here is something important for us to remember. Jesus 
said that His body was given for us- not taken. In other words, His life was given, not taken. No one took Jesus’
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life from Him. Not the guards who arrested Him, not King Herod who mocked Him, not the Pharisees who cried 
out for Him to be crucified, not Pontius Pilate who condemned Him to death, and not the Roman soldiers who 
drove the nails. He is God. No one had the power to take His life. If Jesus was not willing to give His life, then no 
one could have taken it. It is like the coin in my hand. You couldn’t take it out of my hand no matter how hard 
you tried. But, when I chose to open my hand, you were able to take the coin. It looked like you opened my hand 
and took the coin, but really I gave the coin to you.

Even though what was about take place would look like other people were in control and taking Jesus’ life 
from Him, they were totally powerless against Him. He chose to give His life for us- period. That is why we 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper as Jesus said we should. That is why we call it a celebration. If people actually took 
Jesus’ life, there is nothing to celebrate because that would mean they were more powerful than He is; but Jesus 
is all-powerful God in the flesh. He is supreme over every ruler and authority that has ever or ever will exist! We 
celebrate because we are remembering that He was too powerful for anyone to take His life but was willing to 
voluntarily give His life up for us.

Always remember, no one could actually take Jesus’ life. He willingly gave up His life for us.

Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token.  What is on it? (Give time for a response). Yes, a cup and bread. What do you think that 

is supposed to remind us of? (Give time for a response). That’s right. That we are to remember that Jesus willingly 
chose to give His life for us, no one took His life from Him! (allow a child to place the Cup & Bread Token on the 
Upper Room underneath JnZ)

Suggested Songs
• Name Above All Names (Sovereign Grace Music) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUpWdjsr-HE 

• Christ the Lord is Risen Today
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lchVdAqCWk  

Prayer Focus
Take time to thank Jesus for willingly giving His life for us and to worship Him as all-powerful God over all 

rulers and authorities.

Thursday: The Savior is Betrayed
Scripture: John 18:1-12      
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Darkwood
Journey Token: Coins

Materials Needed:
• Bible
• Optical illusions
• Ruler
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-13
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Fueling Up:
Cut out the grey rectangle below the chessboard illusion
Place the optical illusions on the table for everyone to see. Point to the Chessboard illusion
Ask:
Which square do you think is darker, Square A or Square B? (allow time for a response)
Place the grey rectangle across both squares to show that they are actually the same color.
Point to the Blue Bars illusion
Ask:
Which ends are closer together, A and B or X and Y? (allow time for a response)
Use the ruler to show that the ends of the blue bars are actually the same distance apart. The Blue Bars are all par-

allel to each other.
Point to the Wall illusion
Ask:
Which of the green lines is longer? (allow time for a response)
Use the ruler to show that both lines are the same length
Point to the Table illusion
Ask:
Which table do you think is the longest? Which one do you think is the widest? (allow time for a response)
Use the ruler to show that the tables are the exact same size.
Say:
Not everything is always as it seems. Sometimes things may look one way, but they are totally different from 

what we think we are seeing.

Bible Journey:
Read John 18:1-12
We have been on a journey for over three weeks. We are now almost at our destination. There are some dark 

steps ahead of us before we get there, though, steps that will take us through some horrible things. But, in God’s 
hand, even awful things have wonderful outcomes! We will need to remember that over the next few days.

Judas, a man who had traveled with Jesus for three years, had been up to no good. He had agreed to betray 
Jesus in exchange for 30 pieces of silver. He chose to turn on his closest friend for money! Who chose Judas to be 
one of the twelve apostles? (give time for a response) That’s right! Jesus had handpicked this man to be one of His 
close disciples- one of the twelve Apostles. We might wonder, “What was Jesus thinking? Did He not know how 
wicked Judas would be?” Jesus knew the whole time, even when He chose Judas, that Judas would betray Him. 
John 6:70-71 tells us, “Jesus answered them, ‘Did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.’ He 
spoke of Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him.” In other words, it 
was all part of God’s plan that Judas would be one of the twelve apostles. It was all part of God’s plan for Judas to 
betray Jesus. Remember, no one could do anything to Jesus that Jesus didn’t allow them to. Let’s look at another 
example of this truth. Look at what happens next…

Jesus asks all these heavily armed soldiers and police who they are looking for. They say they are looking 
Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus tells them He is the one they are looking for and what is their response? Do they all 
charge at Him and tackle Him to the ground ad tie Him up? No. They all fall to the ground. Why? Jesus didn’t 
simply say He was the one they were looking for. His exact words were, “I Am.” Jesus wasn’t using lousy grammar. 
When He said, “I Am” instead of I am the one you are looking for,” He knew exactly what He was saying.  Where 
have you heard someone say, “I AM” before? (give time for responses) Yes. When Moses asked God what His name 
was that is what God told him. “I AM” is the most sacred Hebrew name for God. When Jesus spoke His name, His 
power knocked these heavily armed soldiers to the ground. Do you think they really had the power to tie Jesus 
up? (give time for a response) Good answer! Of course they didn’t have that power. They were helpless to arrest 
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and tie up Jesus. They could not even stand on their own two feet before Him.!
Yet, it says in verse 12 that they arrested Him and tied Him up. They absolutely could not have done this 

unless Jesus had let them. He had already proven that by bringing them to the ground by merely speaking His 
name! They would not have even known where to find Him if Jesus had not purposely chosen Judas to be one 
of the twelve! Judas and the mob there to arrest Jesus thought they were in control, but all along, they were just 
a part of God’s plan.

Usually, people read this and think of Jesus as a victim of a faithless friend and an armed mob. But that is 
like the optical illusions we looked at. It might look that way, but we know things aren’t always as they seem. 
Really, it is a scene of Jesus proving that no one took anything from Him, not His freedom and not His life. Even 
when things seem to be going wrong, we can always trust that everything is under God’s control. Nothing can 
happen outside of His perfect plan- even if His perfect plan doesn’t look perfect to us.

Remember, Jesus willingly gave Himself up for us. He said so at the last supper, and He proved so in the 
garden!

Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token. What is on it? (Give time for a response). Yes, some coins. What do you think that is 

supposed to remind us of? (Give time for a response). That’s right. It is to remind us that Jesus was betrayed by His 
friend and was arrested. But, what else should we remember about that? (Allow time for a response) Yes! We need 
to remember that it was all part  of God’s plan and no one could have done anything to Jesus if He did not let 
them do it! (allow a child to place the Coin Token in the Darkwood underneath JnZ)

Suggested Songs
• Jesus Lives (Sovereign Grace) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ov5Gn1bOoVc 

• Up From the Grave He Arose
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_b4wrI-7L0 

Prayer Focus
Take time to thank Jesus for willingly giving His life for us and to worship Him as all-powerful God over all 

rulers and authorities.

Friday: The Savior is Crucified
Scripture: John 19:1-30 
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Golgotha
Journey Token: Cross

Materials Needed:
• Bible
• Receipts or bills that shows balance paid or zero balance due
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-14

Fueling Up:
Say:
Okay, we are going to look at some receipts today. Won’t that be exciting! I know it isn’t as exciting as some 

of the other things we have done, but there is a good reason for us to do it.
Show the kids the receipts and point out how at the bottom they all say something along the lines of balance paid or 

zero balance due. Point out how that means that you paid for everything that is shown on the receipt/bill. 
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Say:
The person I bought these things from can never come to the door and demand that I pay him more money. 

I have paid everything there is to be paid and I will never owe him money again for the things on this receipt. 
It is paid in full.

Bible Journey:
Read John 19:1-30
This is perhaps one of the saddest days in all of history. It was the day that Jesus died. He didn’t just die, 

though. He went through much pain and suffering before He died. He was beaten by soldiers, whipped with a 
cat-o-nine-tails which would have cut His back all up, forced to carry His own cross, and finally had nails driven 
through His hands and feet. This day is known as Good Friday. What in the world could be called good about it? 
It was the day that Jesus died- how is that good? Do you have any ideas of why we call it Good Friday? (give time 
for responses). Those are some good ideas!

The very last verse we read tells us how it was good. Jesus said, “It is finished.” Now, because of how we talk 
today, we would think that means Jesus was saying, “I am about to die.” But that is nowhere near what He actu-
ally meant. Because of the difference between the English we speak and the Greek the Bible was written in, we 
sometimes miss the real meaning. Jesus actually said one word: tetelestai (tuh-tell-less-tie). It was a word that 
businessmen back then would use when someone owed them money. When the person paid all the money they 
owed the businessman, the businessman would mark that person’s bill with “tetelestai.” It meant, “The debt is 
paid” 

Remember the receipts/bills we looked at? Remember how they all said I paid for everything on them? That 
meant no one could ever come and tell me that I owed more money for those things. My receipts are tetelestai- 
paid in full. Jesus had come to pay the penalty for our sins, and He had done it. He succeeded in doing what He 
was born to do! Even though in the eyes of everyone else, it looked like He had been conquered, in reality, He 
was the conqueror! He had come to pay our debt, and He did it- completely! There is nothing left for us to pay! 
That is what is good about Good Friday. 

Remember, Jesus’ life was not taken on Good Friday; He gave His life to pay our debt on Good Friday. Look 
at how the verse ends. “…He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.” He gave up His spirit; it was not taken from 
Him!

As horrible as the events of that day were, it was good because Jesus displayed His power to willingly pay the 
penalty for our sin. That is something that no person in the history of the entire universe could ever do. He paid 
a debt that no one else could pay!

Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token.  What is on it? (Give time for a response). Yes, a cross. What do you think that is sup-

posed to remind us of? (Give time for a response). That’s right. It is to remind us that Jesus gave up His life on Good 
Friday and paid our sin-debt in full. There is nothing left for us to pay for our sin- ever! (allow a child to place the 
Cross Token on Golgotha underneath JnZ)

Suggested Songs
• Jesus Paid It All (Newsboys) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hs05AtP2wd8 

• Christ Exalted is Our Song (Sovereign Grace)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axiKx5Rg1vg 

Prayer Focus
Take time to thank Jesus for paying for our sins completely.
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Saturday: The Savior’s Tomb is Sealed
Scripture: Matthew 27:57-66
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Tomb
Journey Token: Stone     

Materials Needed:
• Bible
• 1 coin and a piece of paper
• Duct tape or masking tape, a piece of string, a rubber band, a paper clip
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-15

Fueling Up:
Put the piece of paper on the table and place the coin on top of it. Place the tape, string, rubber band, and paper clip 

next to the paper.
Say:
Say you wanted to make sure that this coin was going to stay in this piece of paper… (Fold the piece of paper 

in half over the coin so that the coin is inside the fold of paper) What would you do? You can use anything you see 
here to do the job.

Give the kids a few minutes to make sure the coin stays in the paper. Once they are satisfied with their job, take the 
paper with the coin in it from them.

Say:
Now, you have sealed this nice and tight. The coin in here is not going anywhere, you have made sure of that! 

It would take a miracle for me to get this coin out of the paper without tearing it all up. When people want to 
make sure something is going to stay put where they want it, they will sometimes go to extreme measures- like 
all the tape you wrapped around this paper and coin! We see something like that in Scripture. Only this time, it 
totally backfired on them! Let’s read about it!

(save the wrapped coin, you will need it tomorrow)

Bible Journey:
Read Matthew 27:57-66
Jesus had given up His life. He had paid the debt of sin that we owed. Those who loved Him and followed 

Him were heartbroken. They had lived with Him and listened to Him and watched Him, and now He was dead. 
One of those followers, a man named Joseph, asked for Jesus’ body so they could give Him a proper burial. They 
gently removed Jesus from the cross, wrapped his body in clean linen for burial, and put Him in the tomb.

This wasn’t enough for the Pharisees, though. They placed a seal on the stone in front of the tomb and put 
guards there to make sure no one could get to the tomb. 

Have you ever wondered why Jesus had to be in the tomb for three days? Why couldn’t He just come back to 
life when His followers took His body off of the cross? Why couldn’t He come back to life before they wrapped 
Him up and put Him in the tomb? What was so important about Him being in the tomb for several days? It 
was His death and resurrection that mattered, wasn’t it? What did it matter how much time passed between 
those two things? Wouldn’t it have been better, after all, if He came back to life right then and there for all those 
people to see?

Not really. God wanted to make sure that everyone knew Jesus had really, truly, and completely died- He 
wasn’t just mostly dead, He was all dead. The best way to make sure of this was to have Jesus be in a tomb for 
three days. 
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See, some people believe that Jesus didn’t actually die on the cross. They say that Jesus just passed out, and 
He woke up later. Imagine you were there and when they took Jesus down, He came back to life. Would you 
think He had been resurrected, or would you believe He was never actually dead to begin with but had just 
passed out cold? Most people would have thought He just passed out and was never even dead.

After all the torture Jesus had gone through- the beatings, the scourging, the crucifixion- there was no way 
He could survive unconscious in a tomb for three days with no food, water, or medical treatment for His wounds 
and extreme blood loss if all He had actually done was pass out cold on the cross. By being in the tomb for three 
days, He made sure no one could just excuse away His resurrection as someone who had passed out cold. He 
made it clear that He was dead!

But, He went one step even further to remove any doubt about His upcoming resurrection. The Pharisees 
thought it would be a good idea to make sure Jesus stayed in His tomb, so they requested the seal and soldiers. 
They thought this would make sure there was no way for anyone to claim Jesus came back from the dead. Boy, 
were they wrong! But that is for tomorrow. Just like the coin in the paper, they did everything they could to 
make sure Jesus stayed put. They figured that would be the end of Jesus and His followers. But, thanks to God’s 
sovereignty making sure the tomb was sealed and guarded, their plan backfired and is one of the greatest proofs 
that the Resurrection really did happen! The soldiers guarding the tomb faced being put to death if they failed in 
their duty to guard the tomb. There was no way they were going to let anybody get into that tomb. Not to men-
tion the fact that all the apostles had run away in fear for their lives and were still hiding from everyone. It is 
absolutely unbelievable to say these 11 scared men overpowered trained Roman soldiers who would be fighting 
for their lives.

The three days in the tomb and the tomb being sealed and guarded are actually more important than most 
people realize. They prove that Jesus really was dead, not just unconscious and that no one could have gotten 
into the tomb to steal His body. 

Jesus’ followers were heartbroken, but we know something they didn’t- Sunday was on the way!

Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token.  What is on it? (Give time for a response). Yes, a stone. What do you think that is sup-

posed to remind us of? (Give time for a response). That’s right. It is to remind us that Jesus gave up His life for us 
and then He was placed in a tomb for three days. This proves to us that He really was dead; He really did pay our 
debt for us! (allow a child to place the Stone Token on the Tomb underneath JnZ)

Suggested Songs
• Behold Our God (Sovereign Grace) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58 

• In Christ Alone (Keith and Kristyn Getty)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16KYvfIc2bE 

Prayer Focus
Take time to praise God for His sovereignty and His plan to give us full assurance of the truth of the                  

Resurrection.
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Activity:
Empty Tomb Clothespin Craft 
Instructions can be found here: https://homefrontmag.com/empty-tombs-easter-craft/ 
• Empty tomb and stone cut-outs (see the back of the Travel Guide)
• Typing/copy paper 
• Hot glue or glue stick
• Crayons
• 1 clothespin per child
• Scissors

Sunday: The Savior’s Resurrection!
Scripture: Matthew 28:1-10
Journey to the Tomb Map Location: Tomb
Journey Token: “V” for Victory!          

Materials Needed:
• Bible
• The wrapped up coin from Saturday.
• Journey to the Tomb Map
• Journey to the Tomb Joey and Zoey Pawn and Tokens #1-16

Fueling Up:
Say:
People love stories and movies where the good guy wins; especially when it looks like all is lost. Or even 

worse, when you think the hero has died, but all of a sudden he shows up and wins the day. What are some sto-
ries you have read or movies you have seen like this?

Take time to talk about some of the stories or movies where it seems the hero has seemingly died, but he shows up at 
the end to beat the bad guy.

We are going to talk about something kind of like that, but way better. We aren’t going to talk about a hero 
who everyone thought was dead and then came back to beat the bad guy. We are going to talk about the only 
true hero who really was dead and came back, but, not to win, but because He had already won.

Bible Journey:
It all comes down to today. Jesus had completed the job He came to do- to pay the penalty for our sin by 

dying for us on the cross. He had told His followers and others before that He would die but would not stay that 
way. Not only that, He even told them how long He would be in the tomb. Today was the day if there was ever 
going to be one.

Read Matthew 28:1-10
We see some of the women who followed Jesus arriving at His tomb on Sunday morning. When they arrive, 

they see something extraordinary! An angel had come down and rolled the stone away from the tomb. The earth 
shook with an earthquake when he came down, and all those trained, tough, battle-hardened Roman soldiers 
got so scared they fainted!
Remember this from yesterday? (Hold up the wrapped coin) How can I get this coin out of here? (allow time for re-
sponses) So, basically, one way or another, if I want my coin back, I am going to have to cut or tear this open. Your 
seal of tape on this coin will keep it from getting out without tearing up the seal. But, the Pharisees’ seal on the 
tomb could do nothing to keep Jesus in. He didn’t have to break the seal or roll away the stone. He just simply 
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passed right through and left the tomb. He did this in John 20 when He simply appeared amid the apostles who 
were all in a locked room.

See, the angel didn’t roll the stone away so that Jesus could get out. He rolled it away so the women could get 
in. We see that with the angel’s invitation for the women to check the tomb out for themselves. Jesus had the 
power to reclaim His own life; do we really think He needed an angel to come down to roll the stone away so 
He could get out? I think not!

Jesus was alive! This is like the part of the movie where the hero appears after everyone thinks he is dead. 
But it is also very different from that. How is this different from that? (allow time for responses) Yes, this is dif-
ferent because people didn’t just think Jesus was dead, He really was dead. Also, He didn’t come back so that He 
could finally win. He came back from the dead because He had already won! His Resurrection was proof of His 
victory over sin and death. Death is the result of sin, so if Jesus defeated death, that also means He destroyed 
the power of sin!

The Resurrection means that God the Father accepted His Son’s sacrifice in our place. This means that we 
can now have a relationship with God that wasn’t possible before Jesus’ sacrifice. While this is the end of our 
journey to the tomb, it should not be the end of your journey. Really, the tomb is where every Christian’s journey 
begins. 

At the beginning of this journey, we learned how we each needed a Savior because of our own sin. We 
learned that the Savior would be a sacrifice for our sin. Jesus is that Savior. What He did for us on the cross is 
offered to us as a free gift. We can’t earn it; we don’t deserve it. Otherwise, it wouldn’t be a gift. Just as with any 
gift, it has to be received if we are ever going to really have it. The free gift of salvation is received by faith alone. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” By faith, the Bible doesn’t just mean believing God 
exists. It means trusting in Jesus alone and what He did for you on the cross to get you into Heaven and not to 
trust in any good thing you could do. 

The Resurrection is the most incredible miracle that has ever taken place. It wasn’t just that Jesus came back 
from the dead, although that would have been enough. It is also proof that He alone has power over death and 
the curse of sin. It is also the very thing that makes possible our own salvation. If death had defeated Jesus and 
there was no Resurrection, that would mean that none of us will ever spend eternity in Heaven, because sin still 
has power over us. 

Praise God for His Son Jesus and His power over sin and death as proven for us by the Resurrection!

Journey to the Tomb Map
Review and place tokens as you have before.
Here is tonight’s token.  What is on it? (Give time for a response). Yes, the letter “V”. What do you think the 

letter “V” stands for? (Give time for a response). This letter “V” stands for “victory.” It is to remind us that even 
though Jesus gave up His life for us He did not stay dead! Death and sin could not defeat Him. And because He 
was victorious we have the opportunity to have a special relationship with God and go to Heaven (allow a child 
to place the Stone Token on the Tomb underneath JnZ)

Suggested Songs
• Crown Him (Majesty) (Chris Tomlin) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqy-gob13kA 

• All Hail the Glorious Christ (Sovereign Grace)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGUhrwvYMUo 

Prayer Focus
Take time to praise God for the Resurrection and the victory of Jesus over sin and death for us!
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Chessboard 
Squares

Which square on 
the chessboard is 
darker: Square A or 
Square B?

Blue Bars

Which ends are  
closer together:        
A and B or C and D?

A

B

C

D
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Tables
Which table is the longest: Table A or Table B?

A B

Walls
Which green line is longer: 
Line A or Line B?

A

B
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Empty Tomb Clothespin Craft
Use the Stone and Tomb cutouts above as templates to trace onto other paper so you 

can make as many as you like.


