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Scriptural Evidence of Divine 
Sovereignty 

The idea that God would create this vast universe teeming with life in all its 
forms, and exercise no control over it, to secure it from destruction or from 
working out nothing but evil, is utterly inconsistent with the nature of God. And to 
suppose that anything is too great to be comprehended in his control, or anything 
so minute as to escape his notice; or that the infinitude of particulars can distract 
his attention, is to forget that God is infinite.1 

General References to Divine Sovereignty 
Psalm 135:6 

Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps. 

Psalm 115:3 

Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases. 

Proverbs 16:4 

The LORD has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble. 

Isaiah 41:4 

Who has performed and done this, calling the generations from the beginning? I, the LORD, the 
first, and with the last; I am he. 

Isaiah 41:21–24 

21 Set forth your case, says the LORD; bring your proofs, says the King of Jacob. 22 Let them 
bring them, and tell us what is to happen. Tell us the former things, what they are, that we may 
consider them, that we may know their outcome; or declare to us the things to come. 23 Tell us 
what is to come hereafter, that we may know that you are gods; do good, or do harm, that we 

1 Hodge, C. (1997). Systematic theology (Vol. 1, p. 583). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research 
Systems, Inc.
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may be dismayed and terrified. 24 Behold, you are nothing, and your work is less than nothing; 
an abomination is he who chooses you. 

Isaiah 45:20–21 

20 “Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, you survivors of the nations! They have 
no knowledge who carry about their wooden idols, and keep on praying to a god that cannot 
save. 21 Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this long ago? 
Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the LORD? And there is no other god besides me, a righteous 
God and a Savior; there is none besides me. 

Isaiah 37:21–29 

21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel: Because you have prayed to me concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria, 22 this is the 
word that the LORD has spoken concerning him: “ ‘She despises you, she scorns you— the virgin 
daughter of Zion; she wags her head behind you— the daughter of Jerusalem. 23 “ ‘Whom have 
you mocked and reviled? Against whom have you raised your voice and lifted your eyes to the 
heights? Against the Holy One of Israel! 24 By your servants you have mocked the Lord, and 
you have said, With my many chariots I have gone up the heights of the mountains, to the far 
recesses of Lebanon, to cut down its tallest cedars, its choicest cypresses, to come to its remotest 
height, its most fruitful forest. 25 I dug wells and drank waters, to dry up with the sole of my foot 
all the streams of Egypt. 26 “ ‘Have you not heard that I determined it long ago? I planned from 
days of old what now I bring to pass, that you should make fortified cities crash into heaps of 
ruins, 27 while their inhabitants, shorn of strength, are dismayed and confounded, and have 
become like plants of the field and like tender grass, like grass on the housetops, blighted before 
it is grown. 28 “ ‘I know your sitting down and your going out and coming in, and your raging 
against me. 29 Because you have raged against me and your complacency has come to my ears, I 
will put my hook in your nose and my bit in your mouth, and I will turn you back on the way by 
which you came.’ 

Isaiah 14:27 

For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who 
will turn it back? 

Isaiah 43:13 

Also henceforth I am he; there is none who can deliver from my hand; I work, and who can turn 
it back?” 

Lamentations 2:17 

The LORD has done what he purposed; he has carried out his word, which he commanded long 
ago; he has thrown down without pity; he has made the enemy rejoice over you and exalted the 
might of your foes. 



3

God’s Preserves and Sustains all Things 
Nehemiah 9:6 

“You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, 
the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and 
the host of heaven worships you. 

Acts 17:26–28 

26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, 
having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they 
should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far 
from each one of us, 28 for “ ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of 
your own poets have said, “ ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 

Hebrews 1:3 

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, 

Colossians 1:15–17 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 

Romans 11:36 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

God’s Sovereignty  Over the Nations 
Deuteronomy 32:8 

When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed 
the borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God. 

2 Chronicles 20:6 

and said, “O LORD, God of our fathers, are you not God in heaven? You rule over all the 
kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are power and might, so that none is able to withstand 
you. 

Psalm 22:28 
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For kingship belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations. 

Psalm 47:2 

For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth. 

Daniel 4:17 

The sentence is by the decree of the watchers, the decision by the word of the holy ones, to the 
end that the living may know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom 
he will and sets over it the lowliest of men.’ 

Daniel 4:34–35 

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to 
me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 35 
all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among 
the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to 
him, “What have you done?” 

John 19:11 

Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you 
from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

Romans 13:1–2 

1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities 
resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 

God’s Sovereignty Over Life and Death 
Genesis 6:17 

For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath 
of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 

Deuteronomy 32:39 

“ ‘See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; I wound 
and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand. 

1 Samuel 2:6–8 

6 The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 7 The LORD makes 
poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts. 8 He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts 
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the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. For the 
pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

Isaiah 54:16 

Behold, I have created the smith who blows the fire of coals and produces a weapon for its 
purpose. I have also created the ravager to destroy; 

Ezekiel 5:17 

I will send famine and wild beasts against you, and they will rob you of your children. Pestilence 
and blood shall pass through you, and I will bring the sword upon you. I am the LORD; I have 
spoken.” 

Psalm 139:16 

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days 
that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 

Hebrews 9:27 

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 

Psalm 139:13–16 

13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise 
you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very 
well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven 
in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, 
every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 

Job 14:4–5 

4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? There is not one. 5 Since his days are 
determined, and the number of his months is with you, and you have appointed his limits that he 
cannot pass, 

Job 12:10 

In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind. 

Psalm 39:4 

“O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting 
I am! 

Luke 12:20 

But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 
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prepared, whose will they be?’ 

Acts 17:26 

And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 

Exodus 21:12–13 

12 “Whoever strikes a man so that he dies shall be put to death. 13 But if he did not lie in wait 
for him, but God let him fall into his hand, then I will appoint for you a place to which he may 
flee. 

God’s Sovereignty Over Sickness and Health 
Exodus 4:11 

Then the LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or 
seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 

2 Samuel 12:15 

Then Nathan went to his house. And the LORD afflicted the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, 
and he became sick. 

Deuteronomy 32:39–40 

39 “ ‘See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; I 
wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand. 40 For I lift up my hand to 
heaven and swear, As I live forever, 

Job 5:18 

For he wounds, but he binds up; he shatters, but his hands heal. 

Hosea 6:1 

“Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has struck us down, 
and he will bind us up. 

John 9:1–3 

1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this 
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 

2 Samuel 24:15 

So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel from the morning until the appointed time. And there died 
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of the people from Dan to Beersheba 70,000 men. 

Exodus 9:3 

behold, the hand of the LORD will fall with a very severe plague upon your livestock that are in 
the field, the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks. 

Exodus 9:15 

For by now I could have put out my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and 
you would have been cut off from the earth. 

Leviticus 26:25 

And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall execute vengeance for the covenant. And if you 
gather within your cities, I will send pestilence among you, and you shall be delivered into the 
hand of the enemy. 

1 Chronicles 21:14 

So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel, and 70,000 men of Israel fell. 

Jeremiah 29:17 

‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, behold, I am sending on them sword, famine, and pestilence, and I 
will make them like vile figs that are so rotten they cannot be eaten. 

Ezekiel 14:19 

“Or if I send a pestilence into that land and pour out my wrath upon it with blood, to cut off from 
it man and beast, 

Psalm 78:50 

He made a path for his anger; he did not spare them from death, but gave their lives over to the 
plague. 

God’s Sovereignty Over Prosperity and Poverty 
Genesis 39:22–23 

22 And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in the prison. 
Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. 23 The keeper of the prison paid no 
attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because the LORD was with him. And whatever 
he did, the LORD made it succeed. 

Genesis 45:7–9 

7 And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you 
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many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my 
father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come 
down to me; do not tarry. 

Deuteronomy 8:17–18 

17 Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this 
wealth.’ 18 You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get 
wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 

Psalm 75:6–7 

6 For not from the east or from the west and not from the wilderness comes lifting up, 7 but it is 
God who executes judgment, putting down one and lifting up another. 

Psalm 105:16–17 

16 When he summoned a famine on the land and broke all supply of bread, 17 he had sent a man 
ahead of them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 

Luke 1:51–53 

51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53 he 
has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 

God’s Sovereignty Over Peace and War 
Genesis 35:5 

And as they journeyed, a terror from God fell upon the cities that were around them, so that they 
did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 

Deuteronomy 2:25 

This day I will begin to put the dread and fear of you on the peoples who are under the whole 
heaven, who shall hear the report of you and shall tremble and be in anguish because of you.’ 

Deuteronomy 2:30 

But Sihon the king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him, for the LORD your God hardened 
his spirit and made his heart obstinate, that he might give him into your hand, as he is this day. 

Joshua 11:20 

For it was the LORD’s doing to harden their hearts that they should come against Israel in battle, 
in order that they should be devoted to destruction and should receive no mercy but be destroyed, 
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just as the LORD commanded Moses. 

Judges 7:22 

When they blew the 300 trumpets, the LORD set every man’s sword against his comrade and 
against all the army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border 
of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 

2 Chronicles 17:10 

And the fear of the LORD fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were around Judah, and 
they made no war against Jehoshaphat. 

Job 2:10 

But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good 
from God, and shall we not receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 

Psalm 46:9 

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns 
the chariots with fire. 

Ecclesiastes 7:14 

In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: God has made the one as 
well as the other, so that man may not find out anything that will be after him. 

Isaiah 31:1–3 

1 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, who trust in chariots because 
they are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but do not look to the Holy One of 
Israel or consult the LORD! 2 And yet he is wise and brings disaster; he does not call back his 
words, but will arise against the house of the evildoers and against the helpers of those who work 
iniquity. 3 The Egyptians are man, and not God, and their horses are flesh, and not spirit. When 
the LORD stretches out his hand, the helper will stumble, and he who is helped will fall, and they 
will all perish together. 

Isaiah 45:5–7 

5 I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do 
not know me, 6 that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is 
none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness; I make 
well-being and create calamity; I am the LORD, who does all these things. 

Amos 3:6 

Is a trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not afraid? Does disaster come to a city, unless 
the LORD has done it? 
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God is Sovereign Over the Animals 
Numbers 22:28 

Then the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to 
you, that you have struck me these three times?” 

1 Kings 17:4–6 

4 You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” 5 So he 
went and did according to the word of the LORD. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is 
east of the Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and 
meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 

Job 38:39–41 

39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 40 when they 
crouch in their dens or lie in wait in their thicket? 41 Who provides for the raven its prey, when 
its young ones cry to God for help, and wander about for lack of food? 

Psalm 29:9 

The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth and strips the forests bare, and in his temple all 
cry, “Glory!” 

Psalm 29:9e 

The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth and strips the forests bare, and in his temple all 
cry, “Glory!” 

Ezekiel 14:15–16 

15 “If I cause wild beasts to pass through the land, and they ravage it, and it be made desolate, so 
that no one may pass through because of the beasts, 16 even if these three men were in it, as I 
live, declares the Lord GOD, they would deliver neither sons nor daughters. They alone would be 
delivered, but the land would be desolate. 

Daniel 6:22 

My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was 
found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.” 

Jonah 1:17 

And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights. 

Jonah 2:10 
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And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land. 

Matthew 6:26 

Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 

God is Sovereign Over Sin and Evil

The fact that men live, move, and have their being in God does not make them 
automata; they remain moral beings, free from coercion (libertas a coactione), i. 
e., beings personally responsible to God, or, in other words, persons. That is the 
teaching 1) of Scripture. Acts 17:31: God will judge the world in righteousness, 
and judgment presupposes the responsibility of man. It is 2) also the teaching of 
experience, of the conscience of man. Rom. 2:15: The thoughts accuse or 
excuse one another. Rom. 1:32: The sinners know that they which commit such 
things deserve death. The responsibility of man, his freedom from coercion, is a 
fact. How these facts agree with the fact that God works all things, we do not 
know.2

Psalm 81:12 

So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts, to follow their own counsels. 

Acts 14:16 

In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. 

Romans 1:24–28 

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their 
bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 26 For 
this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural 
relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations 
with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts 
with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. 28 And since they did not 
see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be 

2 Pieper, F. (1953). Christian Dogmatics (electronic ed., Vol. 1, pp. 491–492). St. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House.

https://ref.ly/logosres/chdogpie?ref=VolumePage.V+1%2c+p+491&off=2164&ctx=dence+and+Free+Will%0a~The+fact+that+men+li
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done. 

Genesis 20:3–7 

3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man 
because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.” 4 Now Abimelech had not 
approached her. So he said, “Lord, will you kill an innocent people? 5 Did he not himself say to 
me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and 
the innocence of my hands I have done this.” 6 Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know 
that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept you from sinning 
against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. 7 Now then, return the man’s wife, for he is a 
prophet, so that he will pray for you, and you shall live. But if you do not return her, know that 
you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.” 

Genesis 15:16 

And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
complete.” 

Genesis 31:7 

yet your father has cheated me and changed my wages ten times. But God did not permit him to 
harm me. 

Exodus 34:24 

For I will cast out nations before you and enlarge your borders; no one shall covet your land, 
when you go up to appear before the LORD your God three times in the year. 

Deuteronomy 2:30–31 

30 But Sihon the king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him, for the LORD your God hardened 
his spirit and made his heart obstinate, that he might give him into your hand, as he is this day. 
31 And the LORD said to me, ‘Behold, I have begun to give Sihon and his land over to you. Begin 
to take possession, that you may occupy his land.’ 

God’s Sovereignty Over the Crucifixion 

Revelation 13:7–8 
7 Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it 
over every tribe and people and language and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship 
it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of 
life of the Lamb who was slain. 
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Isaiah 53:10 

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an 
offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall 
prosper in his hand. 

Zechariah 11:12–13 

12 Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if not, keep them.” And 
they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver. 13 Then the LORD said to me, “Throw it to 
the potter”—the lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I took the thirty pieces of silver 
and threw them into the house of the LORD, to the potter. 

Luke 22:22 

For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is 
betrayed!” 

John 13:18 

I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, 
‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 

John 17:12 

While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded 
them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled. 

Acts 1:15–16 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 
120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested 
Jesus. 

Acts 4:27–28 

27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to 
do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 

Yet God Himself Does Not Sin, is not the Author of 
Sin, nor Does He Tempt Anyone to Sin 

God’s foreknowledge foresees and foreknows what is evil, yet not in the sense 
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that it is God’s gracious will that evil should happen. Everything that the perverse, 
wicked will of the devil and of people wants and desires to try and do, God sees 
and knows before it happens. His foreknowledge preserves order also in wicked 
acts or works, since a limit and measure is fixed by God for the evil that God 
does not will. He limits how far it should go, how long it should last, and when 
and how He will hinder and punish it. God the Lord rules over all [Psalm 103:19] 
of this so that it must flow to the glory of the divine name and to the salvation of 
His elect, and for that reason the godless must be astonished [1 Corinthians 2:7–
8].3

Psalm 5:4 

For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. 

Jeremiah 7:9–10 

9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go after 
other gods that you have not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house, which 
is called by my name, and say, ‘We are delivered!’—only to go on doing all these abominations? 

1 John 2:16 

For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—
is not from the Father but is from the world. 

James 1:13 

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 

God is Sovereign Over Salvation 

Matthew 22:14 

For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

John 6:37 

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 

3 McCain, P. T. (Ed.). (2005). Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions (p. 603). St. Louis, MO: 
Concordia Publishing House.

https://ref.ly/logosres/luthrnconfss?ref=Page.p+603&off=268&ctx=ough+Jesus+Christ.%E2%80%9D%0a~6+God%E2%80%99s+foreknowledg
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John 15:16 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 
that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 
you. 

Acts 2:46–47 

46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

Acts 13:46–48 

46 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be 
spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, 
behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “ ‘I have 
made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ” 48 And 
when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as 
many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 

Romans 8:28–30 

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, 
and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

Romans 9:15–18 

15 For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion 
on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, 
who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you 
up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 
18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 

Romans 11:5–7 

5 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no 
longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace. 7 What then? Israel 
failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened, 

Ephesians 1:3–6 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he 
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predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of 
his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 

Ephesians 1:11–12 

11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of 
him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to 
hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

1 Thessalonians 1:4–5 

4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you 
not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know 
what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13–14 

13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because 
God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the 
truth. 14 To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

1 Peter 1:1–2 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in 
the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 

Revelation 13:7–9 

7 Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it 
over every tribe and people and language and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship 
it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of 
life of the Lamb who was slain. 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear: 

Sovereign Over Repentance and Faith (both are the 
gifts of God) 

Acts 5:31 

God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. 

Acts 11:18 
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When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the 
Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

Acts 16:14 

One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, 
who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by 
Paul. 

Acts 18:27–28 

27 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the 
disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had 
believed, 28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the 
Christ was Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:8–9 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Philippians 1:29–30 

29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him 
but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that 
I still have. 

2 Timothy 2:24–26 

24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently 
enduring evil, 25 correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them 
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape 
from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. 

Hebrews 12:1–2 

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.


