
SECRET CHURCH 21
THE GREAT IMBALANCE

(Matthew 28:18–20)

SESSION ONE

● Four Truths
● Three Problems
● Two Conclusions
● One Prayer

Four Truths

1. The ultimate purpose of _______________ is to bring people from all nations to enjoy and
exalt him in all of his glory.

● God creates all people in _______________ nations in his image to enjoy and exalt him in all
of his glory. (Acts 17:26–27)

○ God creates all people . . . (Genesis 1:1; Genesis 2:7)
■ World population: about _______________ billion people. (Isaiah 42:5)

○ In all nations . . . (Genesis 10:32; Psalm 67:1–3; Matthew 28:19)
■ “Nations” = ethne = ethnic groups or people groups.
■ Over _______________ distinct people groups in the world.

○ In his image . . . (Genesis 1:26–28)
○ To _______________ him . . . (Psalm 67:4–5)
○ To _______________ him . . . (Psalm 46:10)
○ In all of his glory. (Psalm 96:1–3)

● All people in all nations have _______________ against God and fallen short of his glory.
(Romans 3:23; Genesis 3:1–7)

○ All people in all nations have questioned God’s Word.
○ All people in all nations have denied God’s goodness.
○ All people in all nations have _______________ against God’s authority. (Romans

8:7–8)
○ The consequences of sin on earth . . . (Genesis 3:8–13; Romans 5:12–14)

■ _______________ enmity and evil. (Genesis 3:14–15)
■ _______________ toil and trouble. (Genesis 3:16–19)
■ Conflict with one another.
■ Condemnation before God. (Genesis 3:22–24)

○ The consequences of sin in eternity . . . (Genesis 2:15–17)
■ Eventual _______________ death here. (Genesis 5:1–5)
■ Eternal _______________ death in hell. (Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:11–15)
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● God so loved the world that he gave his Son to _______________, restore, and reconcile
people from all nations to himself for eternal life. (John 3:16)

○ God so loved the world . . . (1 John 2:1–2; 2 Peter 3:9)
○ That he gave his Son to . . . (1 Timothy 2:5–6)

■ Redeem . . . (Ephesians 1:7–10)
■ Restore . . . (Acts 3:19–21)
■ And reconcile . . . (Colossians 1:21–23)

○ People from _______________ nations to himself . . . (Revelation 5:9–10)
○ For eternal _______________. (Revelation 21:5–7)

● God’s ultimate purpose will one day be _______________: people from all nations will enjoy
and exalt him in all of his glory for all of eternity. (Revelation 7:9–17; Revelation 22:1–5)

2. The ultimate purpose of every _______________ and _______________ is to enjoy and
exalt God in all of his glory among all nations.

● To enjoy God in all of his glory . . . (Psalm 16:11; Psalm 27:4; Psalm 63:1–8; Jeremiah
9:23–24; Matthew 22:37–40)

● To exalt God in all of his glory among all nations . . . (Genesis 12:1–3; Exodus 14:4; Psalm
106:7–8; Deuteronomy 4:5–8; Psalm 67:1–7; Ezekiel 36:22–23; Zechariah 8:20–23; Luke
24:45–49; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Galatians 1:15–16; Revelation 21:22–27)

○ The spread of God’s glory among all nations is not an optional program for a few
Christians in the church.

○ The spread of God’s glory among all nations is the ultimate _______________ for
which every Christian has breath. (Psalm 150:6)

3. God’s plan for accomplishing this purpose is the Great _______________: disciples of
Jesus making disciples and multiplying churches among all nations. (Matthew 4:19–20;
Matthew 28:18–20)

● We glorify God by _______________ as disciples of Jesus. (Romans 8:28–30; 2 Peter 1:3–4)
○ The more we look to Jesus, the more we look like Jesus. (2 Corinthians 3:18)
○ The more we emulate Jesus, the more we exalt Jesus. (John 3:30)

● We glorify God by _______________ disciples of Jesus. (Matthew 28:18–20; 1 Corinthians
11:1)

○ The Great Commission is not a comfortable call for most Christians to come, be
baptized, and sit in one location.

○ The Great Commission is a costly command for all Christians to _______________,
baptize, and make disciples of all nations.

○ We _______________ the Word. (Acts 1:8)
■ We speak about the gospel as we live according to the gospel.
■ Evangelism is where disciple-making starts, not where it stops.

○ We _______________ the Word. (Romans 6:1–4)
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■ Baptism symbolizes identification with the person of Christ and inclusion in
the body of Christ.

■ The world needs to see a demonstration of Christ that accompanies our
explanation of Christ.

■ We are devoted to the process of disciple-making for others’ growth in Christ.
■ We are dependent on the process of disciple-making for _______________

growth in Christ.
■ Making disciples is living for the glory of God in others’ lives. (1 Thessalonians

2:19–20; 1 Thessalonians 3:8)
○ We _______________ the Word. (Deuteronomy 6:6–9)

■ We don’t just receive the Word; we reproduce the Word.
■ As Christians, we must all . . .

● Know the essentials of following Jesus.
● Model, teach, and reproduce the essentials of following Jesus.

○ We _______________ the world. (Luke 24:45–49)
■ Are we discipling or disinfecting Christians?
■ Disinfecting isolates a Christian in a spiritual safety deposit box called the

church building and teaches him or her to be _______________. This results
in . . .

● Decent church members with little impact on eternity.
● Disobedience to God’s command to reach the entire world.
● Wasted lives.

■ Discipling propels a Christian into the world to _______________ his or her
life for the sake of others. This results in . . .

● Disciples of Christ with significant impact on eternity.
● Obedience to God’s command to reach the entire world.
● Abundant lives.

○ The critical question we must constantly ask as Christians in the church:
■ How can we most _______________ and _______________ make disciples

of all nations?
● The inevitable fruit of making disciples among all nations is multiplying _______________

among all nations. (Acts 8:4; Acts 11:19–21; Acts 13:1–3; Acts 14:21–23)
○ Local churches are outposts of God’s kingdom. (Ephesians 1:15–23)
○ Local churches are displays of God’s glory. (Ephesians 3:8–12)

4. The Great Commission is not a _______________ command to make disciples among as
many people as possible; the Great Commission is a _______________ command to make
disciples among all the nations. (Matthew 28:19)

● Jesus did not die generally for a lot of people in the world; Jesus died specifically for people
from every people group. (Revelation 5:9–10)
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● Jesus did not command his church to go generally to a lot of people in the world; Jesus
commanded his church to go specifically to every people group in the world. (Romans
15:17–25)

● The Great Commission will be complete when disciples have been made and churches have
been multiplied among _______________ people group. (Matthew 24:14; Revelation
7:9–10)

Three Problems
(Romans 10:13–15)

1. Over 3 billion people in over 7,000 people groups are currently _______________ by the
gospel and on a road that leads to an eternal hell without ever even hearing how they can
go to heaven.

● Over 3 billion people in over 7,000 people groups are currently unreached by the gospel.
○ Unreached does not just mean that people are lost.
○ Unreached means that people don’t have _______________ to the gospel.

■ Unreached peoples and places are those among whom Jesus is largely
unknown and the church is relatively insufficient to make Jesus known in its
broader population without outside help.

■ Practically, unless something changes, unreached people will be born, live,
and die without ever _______________ the gospel. (Romans 15:20–21)

● A critical question: what happens to people who die without ever hearing the gospel?
(Romans 10:17)

○ All people have _______________ of God. (Romans 1:18–21)
○ All people _______________ God. (Romans 1:21–25)
○ There are no _______________ people in the world. (Romans 3:10–12)
○ All people are _______________ for rejecting God. (Romans 3:19–20)
○ God has made _______________ way of salvation for sinners. (Romans 3:21–26)
○ People cannot come to God apart from _______________ in Jesus. (Romans

3:27–31)
○ Jesus _______________ his church to make the gospel known among all people in all

people groups. (Romans 10:13–15)
■ Jesus sends _______________.

● Followers _______________.
○ People _______________.

■ Hearers _______________.
● Believers _______________.

○ Those who call are _______________.
● A clear commission: we have been commanded not just to answer this question with the

Bible, but to alleviate this question with our _______________. (Acts 20:24)
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2. Churches are spending approximately _______________% of our missions resources in
places that are already reached with the gospel. Put another way, churches are spending
less than _______________% of our missions resources among the 3 billion people in
7,000 people groups who haven’t heard the gospel.

The Great Imbalance

● World Population: approximately 7.75 billion.
○ Unreached People: over _______________ billion (about 40%).

● People Groups: over 17,000.
○ Unreached People Groups: over _______________.

● Number of missionaries sent from churches: approximately 400,000.
○ Percentage of missionaries working among the unreached: approximately

_______________%.
● Giving to “missions” by Christians and churches: approximately $47 billion.

○ Percentage of “missions” giving that goes to the unreached: approximately
_______________%.

3. The number of unreached people is _______________ now than ever before and will
continue to increase until Christians and churches decide to change how we use our
resources.

● The world population is increasing, including the population among unreached peoples and
places.

● The current rate of missions sending and giving is nowhere close to keeping up with
population increases, particularly among unreached peoples and places.

● Unless something changes, more people than ever before in _______________ will go to
hell without ever hearing how to go to heaven.

Two Conclusions

1. If we are going to obey the Great Commission, we must rectify the Great
_______________.

● If we do not rectify the Great Imbalance . . .
○ We will _______________ the Great Commission.
○ We will disregard the ultimate purpose of God in the world.
○ We will _______________ the ultimate purpose of our lives.
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2. You and your church have a _______________ and _______________ part to play in
rectifying the Great Imbalance, obeying the Great Commission, and achieving the ultimate
purpose of God in the world. (Esther 4:14)

One Prayer

God, please use this night to bring about a tectonic _______________ in the way we view the
purpose of our lives and churches in this world.
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SESSION TWO

● How did we get to this Great Imbalance?
○ Systemic factors at work in the world.
○ _______________ forces of evil in the heavenly realms. (Ephesians 6:12; 2

Corinthians 2:11; Revelation 12:7–12)
● How can we rectify this Great Imbalance?

○ We must change the way we view the world.
■ Specifically, in 3 ways.

○ We must change the way we view our lives.
■ Specifically, in 9 ways.

A God’s-Eye View of the World
(Mark 2:1–12)

1. We must see the _______________ among the nations. (Matthew 4:23–25; Matthew
9:35–38)

● Urgent spiritual needs, which are _______________. (Acts 2:36–41)
○ We have been commanded to proclaim Jesus’s word in a world of spiritual need.

(Ephesians 6:18–20)
○ We have been commanded to keep people from _______________ suffering. (Luke

16:19–31)
● Urgent physical needs, which are _______________. (Luke 10:25–37)

○ We have been commanded to display Jesus’s love in a world of physical need.
(Romans 15:25–29)

○ We have been commanded to care for people amidst _______________ suffering.
(James 2:14–17)

2. We must see the _______________ to reaching the nations. (1 Corinthians 16:8–9)

● _______________ barriers. (Romans 15:23–24)
● _______________ barriers. (Daniel 3:1–6; Acts 4:13–18; Acts 18:12; Revelation 13:16–17)
● _______________ barriers. (Acts 18:1–3; Acts 19:21–27)
● _______________ barriers. (Acts 16:16–24; Acts 17:1–9)
● _______________ barriers. (Genesis 11:1–9; 1 Corinthians 14:10)
● _______________. (Matthew 24:9–10; Acts 7:54–60; 2 Timothy 3:12)

3. We must wisely consider what it will take . . .

● To _______________ needs. (Acts 4:32–37)
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● To _______________ barriers. (Acts 20:22–24)
● With faith that is . . .

○ _______________.
○ Compassionate.
○ Creative.
○ _______________. (1 Corinthians 9:19–23)

A God-Centered Perspective of Our Lives
(Luke 15:3–7)

1. We must replace a limited, _______________ focus with an expansive, _______________
vision. (Genesis 12:1–3; Revelation 7:9–10)

● The global purpose of God has always faced resistance from the _______________ people
of God. (Genesis 11:1–4; Genesis 12:1–3; Isaiah 56:3–8; Mark 11:15–19; Acts 11:1–3; Acts
15:1–5)

● Contrast Jonah . . .
○ He wanted his way more than he wanted God’s will. (Jonah 1:1–3)
○ He desired the good of ____________________ more than he desired the gospel in

other nations. (Jonah 1:8–9)
○ He failed to connect the mercy of God in his life with the mission of God in the

world. (Jonah 2:9–10)
○ He knew the character of God in his head, but he neglected the compassion of God

in his heart. (Jonah 4:1–2)
○ He was more concerned about his own ______________________________ than he

was about others’ eternal destinies. (Jonah 4:8–11)
● With Jesus . . . (Matthew 12:38–41)

○ Instead of reluctantly preaching to sinners in need of God’s grace in other nations,
Jesus relentlessly _______________ sinners in need of God’s grace in all nations.
(Luke 15:8–10)

○ Instead of merely going to a city filled with his enemies, Jesus goes to a cross for the
sake of his enemies. (Luke 23:32–38)

○ Instead of helping people in Nineveh temporarily avoid the just wrath of God, Jesus
brings people in all nations eternally into the joyful _______________ of God.
(Revelation 7:17)

● Then ask the question: which will characterize you and me?
○ The spirit of Jonah that prioritizes care _______________ for our people?
○ Or the Spirit of Jesus who passionately cares for _______________ peoples? (Acts

1:8)
○ The spirit of Jonah that is content to let _______________ nations go to hell.
○ The Spirit of Jesus who is committed to leading people from _______________

nation to heaven. (Revelation 5:9–10)
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2. We must replace an either/or approach with a _______________/_______________
approach to urgent spiritual and physical need. (Acts 11:19–30; Romans 15:20–28; Luke
4:17–21)

● We must be _______________, but not exclusively, focused on urgent spiritual need. (John
6:25–35)

● We must be _______________, but not exclusively, responsive to urgent physical need.
(Mark 5:25–34)

○ As we reach people with the gospel. (Acts 3:1–10)
○ As we care for people through the church. (Acts 4:32–37; Acts 6:1)

● We rightly give attention to urgent _______________ needs in places with less urgent
spiritual needs (i.e., reached places). (Galatians 2:7–10)

● We rightly give attention to urgent _______________ needs (i.e., unreached places) in
places with less urgent physical needs. (Acts 16:9–10)

● Ultimately, correcting the Great Imbalance will require intentional focus on
_______________ urgent spiritual _______________ physical need. (Matthew 14:13–21)

○ Let’s reflect the compassion of Jesus.
○ Let’s rely on the _______________ of Jesus.

■ He meets needs in us.
■ He meets needs _______________ us.

○ Let’s receive the blessing of Jesus.

3. We must replace a focus on reached mission _______________ with a focus on reached
mission _______________. (Matthew 4:19)

● God designs mission fields that have been reached to become mission forces that are
engaging the unreached. (Acts 11:19–26; Acts 13:1–3)

● The task of missions: (Acts 14:21–23)
○ Entry: establishing a _______________ among unreached people.
○ Evangelism: proclaiming the gospel to unreached people.
○ Discipleship: teaching people to obey Jesus.
○ Healthy _______________ formation: planting a biblical church.
○ Leadership development: training pastors and missionaries.
○ Exit: moving on _______________ to reach more unreached people. (Romans

15:18–24)
● Many of the greatest laborers _______________ the harvest field are currently

_______________ the harvest field. (Matthew 9:37–38)
● Instead of merely going _______________ reached mission fields while we ignore the

unreached, we must go _______________ reached mission forces to engage the unreached.
(Philippians 1:3–5)
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4. We must replace a flawed ROI (Return on Investment) with a fixed _______________ to
complete the commission Jesus has given to us. (Acts 19:21; Acts 20:22–24; Acts 21:1–14;
Acts 21:27–36)

● Are we willing to go to the _______________ places?
● Are we willing to meet the toughest needs?
● Are we willing to engage the _______________ peoples?
● Are we willing to endure the longest challenges? (Acts 18:9–11)

5. We must replace the desire for quick success stories with devotion to slow,
_______________ strategies. (Acts 1:12–15)

● We must remember that more and fast is not always better than less and
_______________. (1 Corinthians 3:1–15; 1 Corinthians 4:14–21)

● We must be faithful to the task before us _______________ of size and speed. (1
Corinthians 4:1–2; 2 Thessalonians 3:1–4)

“Plant down your forces in the heart of one tribe or race. Work solidly from the center,
building up—with patient teaching and life long care—a church that will endure. Rest not till
every people and language and nation has such a Christ center throbbing in its midst with
the pulses of the new life at full play. Rush not from land to land, from people to people in a
breathless fruitless mission. The concentrated common sense that builds for eternity will
receive the fullest approval of God in time.”  – John Paton, Missionary to the New Hebrides

6. We must replace _______________ of the world with _______________ in God’s Word.
(Numbers 13:25–33; Numbers 14:1–4)

● The anatomy of fear . . .
○ You disregard the goodness of God.
○ You _______________ the greatness of God.

■ You magnify potential problems.
■ You minimize powerful _______________. (Numbers 13:1–2; Numbers 13:22;

Genesis 13:14–18; Genesis 15:13–16)
○ You disobey the Word of God.
○ You disqualify yourself from the _______________ of God. (Numbers 14:35)

● The anatomy of faith . . . (Numbers 14:5–8)
○ You believe the goodness of God.
○ You trust the greatness of God.

■ Where others see an obstacle, you see an _______________. (Joshua
15:13–14)

■ While others worry about man’s power, you are confident in God’s presence.
(Joshua 14:9)
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○ You _______________ the Word of God. (James 1:22–25)
■ You are not content with ignorance of need.
■ You are not content with knowing about need.
■ You are only content when you’re _______________ what God has said to do

in order to meet need. (James 2:14–18)
○ You experience the blessing of God. (Joshua 14:10–14)

7. We must replace casual Christianity with _______________ love for Christ. (Matthew 4:19)

● To be a Christian is to live with radical abandonment for the glory of Jesus. (Matthew 4:17;
Luke 14:25–33)

○ We leave behind all things . . .
■ Our comfort.
■ Our careers.
■ Our possessions.
■ Our position.
■ Our families.
■ Our friends.
■ Our safety.
■ Our sin.
■ Our_______________.

○ We live for one thing . . .
■ To _______________ the King. (Matthew 13:44)

● To be a Christian is to live with joyful dependence on the _______________ of Jesus.
○ He takes the initiative to choose us. (Deuteronomy 7:6–8; John 15:16)
○ He provides the power to use us. (John 15:5)
○ He gets the glory through us. (John 15:7–11)

● To be a Christian is to live with faithful adherence to the _______________ of Jesus. (John
6:60–69)

○ We are not casual listeners.
○ We are not convinced listeners.
○ We are _______________ learners and followers.

● To be a Christian is to live with total trust in the _______________ of Jesus. (Galatians 2:20)
○ He is the Master of every domain in our lives. (Luke 5:1–11)
○ He is the Lord of every detail in our lives. (Colossians 3:12–17)

● To be a Christian is to live with urgent obedience to the mission of Jesus. (Matthew
28:18–20)

○ Every follower of Jesus is a fisher of men; every disciple is a disciple-maker.
○ This is an unconventional plan that requires a _______________ response.

● The cost of following Jesus and obeying his commission is great. (Matthew 10:37–39; Luke
9:23–24)

● The cost of not following Jesus and disobeying his commission is _______________ greater.
(Mark 10:21–30)
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8. We must replace doctrinal weakness with biblical _______________. (2 Timothy 1:8–14)

● We need deep conviction about the _______________ of God. (Isaiah 6:1–8; Revelation
4:1–11; Revelation 5:1–14)

○ He sits at the center of the universe.
○ He dwells in unapproachable light. (1 Timothy 6:16)
○ He is surrounded by unending praise.
○ He is the just _______________ of every single person.
○ He is the only hope of mercy for every single person.
○ He is _______________ above all.
○ He has power over all.
○ He is omnipresent.
○ He is omniscient.
○ He is infinitely timeless.
○ He is infinitely glorious.
○ He is supreme above all things.
○ He is the sustainer of all things.
○ He is _______________ over all things. (Psalm 31:15)
○ Jesus is the conquering _______________. (Genesis 49:8–10; Isaiah 11:1–10)
○ Jesus is the slaughtered _______________. (John 1:29)
○ His worth is undisputed.
○ His work is unforgettable.
○ His worship is universal.
○ He enacts judgment.
○ He ensures salvation.
○ The glory of God beckons us to _______________ salvation.

■ God holds the future glorification of believers in his hand.
■ God holds the final damnation of unbelievers in his hand.
■ Cry out for the mercy of God or collapse under the judgment of God.

○ The glory of God motivates us to _______________ the mission. (Matthew
28:18–20; Philippians 2:9–11)

● We need deep conviction about the _______________ of the gospel. (1 Timothy 2:3–7)
○ The necessity of God’s provision in the gospel. (John 14:5–7; Acts 4:12; 2

Thessalonians 1:5–10)
○ The necessity of our _______________ of the gospel. (Luke 24:45–48; Acts 1:8;

Romans 10:13–17)
● We need deep conviction about the horror of _______________. (Revelation 20:15)

○ Hell is a place of ultimate justice. (Revelation 19:1–4)
○ Hell is a place of _______________ agony. (Mark 9:43–48)
○ Hell is a place of conscious _______________. (Luke 16:22–28)
○ Hell is a place of outer _______________. (Matthew 8:11–12)
○ Hell is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 25:30)
○ Hell is a place of continual rebellion. (Philippians 2:9–11)
○ Hell is a place of vile association. (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 21:8)
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○ Hell is a place of divine _______________. (2 Peter 3:7)
○ Hell is a place of complete separation. (2 Thessalonians 1:9)

“None but one who really knows God can begin to estimate what it will mean to be
eternally banished from the Lord. Forever separated from the Fount of all goodness!
Never to enjoy the light of God’s countenance! Never to bask in the sunshine of His
presence. This, this is the most awful of all.”  – A.W. Pink

○ Hell is a place of _______________ duration. (Daniel 12:2; Matthew 18:8; Matthew
25:46; Revelation 14:9–11; Revelation 19:3; Revelation 20:9–10)

“Thus it is in Hell; they would die, but they cannot. The wicked shall be always dying
but never dead; the smoke of the furnace ascends for ever and ever. Oh! Who can
endure thus to be ever upon the rack? This word ‘ever’ breaks the heart.”  – Thomas
Watson

“To help your conception, imagine yourself to be cast into a fiery oven, all of a
glowing heat, or into the midst of a blowing brick-kiln, or of a great furnace, where
your pain would be as much greater than that occasioned by accidentally touching a
coal of fire, as the heat is greater. Imagine also that your body were to lie there for a
quarter of an hour, full of fire, as full within and without as a bright coal of fire, all
the while full of quick sense; what horror would you feel at the entrance of such a
furnace! And how long would that quarter of an hour seem to you! If it were to be
measured by a glass, how long would the glass seem to be running! And after you
had endured it for one minute, how overbearing would it be to you to think that you
had yet to endure the other fourteen. But what would be the effect on your soul, if
you knew you must lie there enduring that torment to the full for twenty-four hours!
And how much greater would be the effect, if you knew you must endure it for a
whole year, and how vastly greater still, if you knew you must endure it for a
thousand years! O then, how would your heart sink, if you thought, if you knew, that
you must bear it forever and ever! That there would be no end! That after millions of
millions of ages, your torment would be no nearer to an end, than ever it was; and
that you never, never should be delivered! But your torment in Hell will be
immeasurably greater than this illustration represents. How then will the heart of a
poor creature sink under it! How utterly inexpressible and inconceivable must the
sinking of the soul be in such a case.”  – Jonathan Edwards

“When you look forward, you shall see a long forever, a boundless duration before
you, which will swallow up your thoughts, and amaze your soul; and you will
absolutely despair of ever having any deliverance, any end, any mitigation, any rest
at all; you will know certainly that you must wear out long ages, millions and millions
of ages, in wrestling and conflicting with this almighty merciless vengeance; and then
when you have done so, when so many ages have actually been spent by you in this
manner, you will know that all is but a point to what remains.”  – Jonathan Edwards
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9. We must replace the idolatry of _______________ and _______________ in this world
with hope and confidence in the world to come. (1 Peter 1:1–12)

● Look _______________ . . .
○ At the God who called your name before the world even began. (Ephesians 1:3–10)
○ At the people in history who have given their lives serving you.
○ At the King who conquered sin and death for you.

● Look _______________ . . . (Ephesians 1:11–14)
○ To the inheritance that is guaranteed for you.
○ To the glory that will be given to you. (Revelation 3:21)

● Look _______________ . . .
○ At the angels who marvel at God’s salvation of you.
○ At all the people from history who are cheering you on. (Hebrews 12:1–2)
○ At the God who will guard and guide you all the way to the end. (Jude 24–25)

■ When God is your goal, then suffering becomes a _______________.
(Philippians 1:27–30)

■ When God is your goal, then dying becomes _______________. (Philippians
1:19–23)

● God has taken the worst thing that could happen to you, and he has
made it the _______________ thing that could happen to you. (1
Corinthians 15:51–58)
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SESSION THREE

● One Final Charge
● Two Spiritual Reminders
● Three Practical Steps
● Four Biblical Guarantees

One Final Charge

To be a disciple of Jesus is to let his ultimate purpose in the world _______________
everything you think, desire, and do. (Matthew 4:19; Matthew 28:18–20)

● In your life. (Acts 20:24)
● In your _______________. (Isaiah 56:3–5; Matthew 19:10–12; 1 Corinthians 7:8)

○ Singleness exists to illustrate our eternal hope. (Isaiah 54:5; 1 Corinthians 7:29–31)
○ Singleness exists to spread an eternal heritage.

“Being single has meant that I am free to take risks that I might not take were I a
mother of a family dependent on me. Being single has given me freedom to move
around the world without having to pack up a household first. And this freedom has
brought to me moments that I would not trade for anything else this side of
eternity.”  – Rhena Taylor

● In your dating. (2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1)
● In your _______________. (Ephesians 5:22–33)

○ Marriage exists to illustrate the gospel to the world.
○ Marriage exists to spread the gospel in the world. (Acts 18:24–28; Romans 16:3–4)

● In your parenting. (2 Timothy 1:5)
○ The goal of biblical parenting is NOT to help children . . .

■ Get a great education.
■ Be a great athlete.
■ Go on great dates.
■ Have a great career.
■ Make great money.

○ The goal of biblical parenting is to help your children . . .
■ Love a great _______________. (Matthew 22:34–38)
■ Accomplish a Great _______________. (Matthew 28:18–20)

● In your church. (Acts 13:1–3)
● In your studies.
● In your _______________. (Colossians 3:23–24)
● In your retirement.
● In your plans.
● In your dreams.
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● In the way you use your _______________. (Ephesians 5:15–17; Colossians 4:5)
● In the way you use your _______________. (Matthew 6:19–21)
● In the way you steward your gifts. (Luke 12:48; 1 Peter 4:10–11)
● In the way you steward _______________ of God’s grace for all of God’s glory among all of

the nations. (1 Corinthians 10:31)

Two Spiritual Reminders

1. We are involved in a spiritual war, and our enemy is formidable.

● We are involved in a spiritual _______________. (2 Kings 6:8–19; Ephesians 6:11–13)

“I do not think you will have much difficulty in keeping the patient in the dark. The fact that
'devils' are predominantly comic figures in the modern imagination will help you. If any faint
suspicion of your existence begins to arise in his mind, suggest to him a picture of something
in red tights, and persuade him that since he cannot believe in that . . . he therefore cannot
believe in you.”  – C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters

● Our enemy is _______________. (2 Corinthians 2:10–11)
○ He is a serpent looking to deceive. (Genesis 3:1–7)
○ He is a lion looking to devour. (1 Peter 5:8)
○ He is Satan—the adversary. (Job 1:6–7; 1 Thessalonians 2:18)
○ He is the devil—the _______________. (Matthew 4:1)
○ He is the evil one. (1 John 5:19)
○ He is the tempter. (1 Thessalonians 3:5)
○ He is the prince of this world. (John 12:31)
○ He is the accuser. (Revelation 12:10)
○ He does not want the _______________ to come. (Matthew 24:14; Revelation

20:9–10)
○ He is actively working to divert and _______________ God’s people. (Revelation

9:10–11)
○ He is actively working to deceive and _______________ all peoples. (2 Corinthians

4:4–6)
○ He is actively working to disparage and _______________ God’s glory. (Isaiah

14:12–15)

2. The outcome of this spiritual war is inevitable, and our ally is indomitable.

● The _______________ of this spiritual war is inevitable. (Genesis 3:15; Revelation 12:10–12)
● Our _______________ is indomitable. (Isaiah 40:9–17; Romans 8:31; Matthew 28:20;

Colossians 1:27–29)
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Three Practical Steps

1. _______________ _______________. (Matthew 9:37–38)

● Pray confidently.
○ Our prayers affect the way God acts in the world. (Exodus 32:7–14)
○ Our prayers _______________ the course of history in the world. (Acts 1:14; Acts

2:1–4; Acts 2:42; Acts 2:47; Acts 3:1; Acts 4:4; Acts 4:29–31; Acts 5:12–16; Acts
6:3–4; Acts 6:7; Acts 7:59–60; Acts 8:1–4; Acts 9:13; Acts 9:18; Acts 10:9; Acts
10:47–48; Acts 12:5; Acts 12:24; Acts 13:1–4; Acts 16:25; Acts 16:33)

● Pray _______________. (Ephesians 6:16–20)
● Pray sympathetically. (Matthew 9:35–38)
● Pray continually. (1 Samuel 12:23; 1 Thessalonians 5:17)
● Pray _______________. (Revelation 8:3–5)

2. _______________ _______________. (Matthew 6:19–21)

● Give wisely. (Matthew 25:14–30)
○ Prioritize _______________.
○ Overcome _______________.
○ Support indigenous Christians in places of urgent spiritual and physical need.
○ Support expatriate missionaries in places of urgent spiritual and physical need.
○ Fuel clear gospel _______________.
○ Foster healthy _______________ formation.
○ Further the Great Commission.

● Give willingly and _______________. (2 Corinthians 8:1–9)
○ Are you giving less than your ability, according to your ability, or beyond your ability

for the spread of the gospel among all nations? (Luke 21:1–4)

“I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe
rule is to give more than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on
comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc., is up to the standard common among those
with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our
charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small. There
ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable
expenditure excludes them.”  – C.S. Lewis

○ What would happen if we stopped asking how much we can _______________ and
started asking how much it will _______________?

● Give generously and cheerfully. (2 Corinthians 9:6–15)
○ Generous giving leads to greater glory for God.
○ Generous giving leads to greater _______________ for us. (Philippians 4:10–20)

● As an individual or a family. (Acts 4:34–37)
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● As a church. (Acts 11:27–30)
● In cooperation with other _______________. (Romans 15:26–27)

3. _______________ _______________. (Matthew 28:18–20)

● Right where you _______________. (Romans 16:3–15)
○ In every sector of society.
○ In every domain of life.
○ Make disciples among the neighbors right around you. (Acts 3:1–10)
○ Make disciples _______________ the nations right around you. (Acts 2:5–11; Acts

11:19–21)
○ Make disciples _______________ the nations right around you. (Acts 13:1–3)

● Wherever God may _______________. (Acts 8:26–40; Acts 13:4)
○ Two Options: (Romans 15:23–24)

■ Are you a _______________?
■ Are you a _______________?
■ Both require sacrificial resolve. (Philippians 1:3–11)

○ _______________ the reached to the unreached. (Acts 15:40–41; Acts 16:6–10)
○ _______________ the reached to the unreached. (Acts 16:1–5)
○ _______________-Term (1–2 weeks) (Luke 10:1–24)
○ Mid-Term (1 month–2 years) (Acts 18:9–11)
○ _______________-Term (More than 2 years)

■ As your vocation. (Philippians 4:10–20)
■ _______________ your vocation. (Acts 18:1–4)

○ Think creatively!
■ _______________ among the unreached.
■ Studying among the unreached.
■ Working among the unreached.
■ Retiring among the unreached.
■ Consider _______________ the avenues God has created for us to go to the

unreached!

Four Biblical Guarantees

1. God has power to _______________. (Psalm 67:1–5)

● God is able to save. (Isaiah 59:1)
● God is willing to save. (1 Timothy 2:3–4; 2 Peter 3:9)
● God _______________ save. (Revelation 7:9–10)
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2. The gospel has power to _______________. (Romans 1:16–17)

● The gospel has power to transform the _______________, most difficult, most dangerous
person or people group to reach in the world. (Acts 9:1–9)

○ Any person . . . (1 Timothy 1:12–17)
○ Every people group . . . (Revelation 5:9–10)

● Nothing can stop the _______________ of God when it’s being proclaimed by the people of
God. (Acts 2:41; Acts 4:4; Acts 4:29–31; Acts 6:2–4; Acts 6:7; Acts 8:4; Acts 8:14; Acts 8:25;
Acts 10:44; Acts 11:1; Acts 11:19; Acts 12:24; Acts 13:5; Acts 13:7; Acts 13:44–49; Acts
14:25; Acts 15:35–36; Acts 16:32; Acts 17:11; Acts 18:5; Acts 18:11; Acts 19:10; Acts 19:20)

3. The church has power to _______________ the world. (Acts 17:1–9; 1 Thessalonians
1:4–10)

● Churches are _______________ of God’s kingdom designed by God for the good of people
and the glory of his name. (Matthew 16:13–20; Matthew 5:13–16)

● The greatest need in any nation is _______________ (not American or any other type of)
churches. (Acts 2:42–47)

○ Practicing biblical evangelism. (Acts 2:36–41)
○ Doing biblical discipleship. (2 Timothy 2:1–2)
○ Submitting to biblical _______________ and preaching. (2 Timothy 3:14–4:5)
○ Devoting themselves to biblical _______________. (Acts 6:1–7)
○ Honoring biblical leadership. (1 Timothy 3:1–13)
○ Valuing biblical membership. (1 Corinthians 12:21–27)
○ Enjoying biblical fellowship. (Romans 12:3–13)
○ Carrying out biblical accountability and discipline. (Matthew 18:15–20)
○ Gathering for biblical _______________. (Ephesians 5:18–21)
○ Celebrating biblical ordinances. (Matthew 3:13–17; Matthew 26:26–29)
○ Promoting biblical giving. (1 Corinthians 16:1–4)
○ Engaging in biblical _______________. (Acts 13:1–3)

● The church being who God has called the church to be and doing what God has called the
church to do is the _______________!

○ To rectifying the Great Imbalance.
○ To accomplishing the Great Commission.

4. In the face of opposition, this commission will one day be accomplished, and this world
will one day be new. (Habakkuk 2:14)

● In the face of opposition . . . (1 Corinthians 16:8–9)
○ From _______________ the church. (Matthew 24:9–14; Acts 4:1–4; 1 Peter 4:12;

Revelation 6:9–11)
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“Matthew suffered martyrdom by being slain with a sword at a distant city of
Ethiopia. Mark expired at Alexandria, after being cruelly dragged through the streets
of that city. Luke was hanged upon an olive tree in the classic land of Greece. John
was put in a cauldron of boiling oil, but escaped death in a miraculous manner, and
was afterward banished to Patmos. Peter was crucified at Rome with his head
downward. James, the Greater, was beheaded at Jerusalem. James, the Less, was
thrown from a lofty pinnacle of the temple, and then beaten to death with a fuller’s
club. Bartholomew was flayed alive. Andrew was bound to a cross, whence he
preached to his persecutors until he died. Thomas was run through the body with a
lance at Coromandel in the East Indies. Jude was shot to death with arrows. Matthias
was first stoned and then beheaded. Barnabas of the Gentiles was stoned to death at
Salonica. Paul, after various tortures and persecutions, was at length beheaded at
Rome by the Emperor Nero.”  – Author Unknown

“No one makes us afraid or leads us into captivity as we have set our faith on Jesus.
For though we are beheaded, and crucified, and exposed to beasts and chains and
fire and all other forms of torture, it is plain that we do not forsake the confession of
our faith, but the more things of this kind which happen to us the more are there
others who become believers . . . through the name of Jesus.”  – Justin Martyr

“We [Christians] multiply whenever we are mown down by you; the blood of
Christians is seed.”  – Tertullian

“The Church of Christ has been founded by shedding its own blood, not that of
others; by enduring outrage, not by inflicting it. Persecutions have made it grow;
martyrdoms have crowned it.”  – St. Jerome

“Never did the church so much prosper and so truly thrive as when she was baptized
in the blood. The ship of the church never sails so gloriously along as when the
bloody spray of her martyrs falls on her deck. We must suffer and we must die, if we
are ever to conquer this world for Christ.”  – Charles Spurgeon

○ From _______________ the church.

"Surely those who know the great passionate heart of Jehovah must deny their own
loves to share in the statement of His. Consider the call from the Throne above, ‘Go
ye,’ and from round about, ‘Come over and help us,’ and even the call from the
damned souls below, ‘Send Lazarus to my brothers, that they come not to this place.’
Impelled, then, by these voices, I dare not stay home while Quichuas perish. So what
if the well-fed church in the homeland needs stirring? They have the Scriptures,
Moses, and the Prophets, and a whole lot more. Their condemnation is written on
their bank books and in the dust on their Bible covers. American believers have sold
their lives to the service of Mammon, and God has His rightful way of dealing with
those who succumb to the spirit of Laodicea."  – Jim Elliot
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“So powerfully convinced am I that it is the will of our Lord that I should go, I will go,
no matter who opposes me. . . . I beg to direct your attention to Africa; I know that in
a few years I shall be cut off in that country, which is now open: do not let it be shut
again! I go back to Africa to try to make an open path for commerce and Christianity;
it is for you to carry out the work which I have begun. I leave it with you!”  – David
Livingstone

“Sit down young man. You are an enthusiast! When God pleases to convert the
heathen [in India], He will do it without consulting you or me.”  – Said to William
Carey concerning his desire to go to India as a missionary

“Let us ask God. I don’t want to be pig-headed and go out there of my own accord. I
just want to do God’s will. . . . That night I could not get to sleep, but it seemed as
though I heard someone say these words over and over, ‘Ask of Me and I will give
thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession.’ I knew it was God’s voice speaking to me, and that I had received my
marching orders to go to China.”  – C.T. Studd

“Too long we have been waiting for one another to begin! The time for waiting is
past! Should such men as we fear? Before the whole world, aye, before the sleepy,
lukewarm, faithless, namby-pamby Christian world, we will dare to trust our God,
and we will do it with His joy unspeakable singing aloud in our hearts. We will a
thousand times sooner die trusting only in God than live trusting in man. And when
we come to this position the battle is already won, and the end of the glorious
campaign in sight. We will have the real Holiness of God, not the sickly stuff of talk
and dainty words and pretty thoughts; we will have a Real Holiness, one of daring
faith and works for Jesus Christ.”  – C.T. Studd

“I was besieged with the strongest opposition on all sides. One of my professors told
me . . . that I was leaving certainty for uncertainty—I was leaving work in which God
had made me greatly useful, for work in which I might fail to be useful, and only
throw my life away among the Cannibals. Amongst many who sought to deter me,
was one dear old Christian gentleman, whose crowning argument always was, ‘The
Cannibals! You will be eaten by Cannibals!’ John Paton replied to this man: ‘Mr.
Dickson, you are advanced in years now, and your own prospect is soon to be laid in
the grave, there to be eaten by worms; I confess to you, that if I can but live and die
serving and honoring the Lord Jesus, it will make no difference to me whether I am
eaten by Cannibals or by worms; and in the Great Day my resurrection body will
arise as fair as yours in the likeness of our risen Redeemer.’ The old gentlemen,
raising his hands in a deprecating attitude, left the room exclaiming, ‘After that I have
nothing more to say!’”  – John Paton

“Indeed, the opposition was so strong from nearly all, and many of them warm
Christian friends, that I was sorely tempted to question whether I was carrying out
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the Divine will, or only some headstrong wish of my own. This caused me much
anxiety, and drove me close to God in prayer. But again every doubt would vanish,
when I clearly saw that all at home had free access to the Bible and the means of
grace, with Gospel light shining all around them, while poor Heathen were perishing,
without even the chance of knowing all God’s love and mercy to me.”  – John Paton

● This commission will one day be accomplished. (Matthew 24:14)
○ Satan’s efforts to _______________ the church will ultimately serve to

______________ the church. (Acts 7:54–60; Acts 8:1–4; Acts 11:19–26; Acts 13:1–4)
○ Satan’s efforts to deceive the nations will ultimately end in the praise of Jesus among

the nations. (Revelation 12:10–12)
● This world will one day be new. (Revelation 21:1–7)

○ People from _______________ nations will enjoy and exalt God in all of his glory.
(Revelation 21:22–27)

○ People from _______________ nations will experience God’s healing and feast on
God’s blessing for all of eternity. (Revelation 22:1–5)

● So let’s live to _______________ the coming of that day . . . (2 Peter 3:11–13; Revelation
22:20–21)

“God alone knows the definition of terms. I cannot precisely define who all the nations are,
but I do not need to know. I know only one thing: Christ has not yet returned; therefore, the
task is not yet done. When it is done, Christ will come. Our responsibility is not to insist on
defining the terms; our responsibility is to complete the task. So long as Christ does not
return, our work is undone. Let us get busy and complete our mission.”  – George Ladd

● By spending our lives in _______________ to his command today. (Matthew 28:18–20)
○ God, help us to rectify the Great _______________!
○ God, use us to accomplish the Great _______________! (Revelation 7:9–10)
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