


GOOD FRIDAY HOUSEHOLD WORSHIP 
 
FOR THE PARENTS 
Good Friday is a day when we remember what Jesus did for us when He died on the cross to 
pay the penalty for our sins.  It is a day of remembrance.  Jesus dying in our place is                 
undoubtedly the most important thing God has ever done for us, however, He has also done 
many more things for us. 
 
This worship guide is to aid you in leading your family in a time of remembrance to recount 
all that God has done for your family.   
 
In addition to the account of the crucifixion in the Gospel of John (or the optional activity), 
there are two other places in Scripture we are going to look at to help guide us as we make 
this a hands-on family activity that everyone can participate in— 1 Samuel 7:3-12 and               
Psalm 78 
 
In 1 Samuel 7 we find Samuel erecting a monument of stones he named Ebenezer.  Ebenezer 
means “stone of help”.  It was to remember how God had helped Israel against the Philistines. 
 
Psalm 78 could maybe be considered the first family devotional.  It is geared toward telling 
the Jewish children all God had done for the nation of Israel. 
 
After the devotional you will be creating your own Family Ebenezer and your own Family 
Psalm 78.  Instructions for each of theses activities can be found after the following               
devotional. 

 
 
FAMILY DEVOTIONAL 
Introduction 
Can anyone tell me what today is?  (allow time for responses; give hints as needed) 
 
Yes, it is Good Friday.  What is Good Friday? (allow time for responses) 
 
That’s right.  It is the day Jesus died on the cross.  The day Jesus died for us is one of the most 
important days in history.  The only day as important as that day is the day Jesus rose from the 
dead.  The Bible tells us about what happened on the day Jesus was crucified. 
 
(Read John 19:16-42 or if you choose to do the optional activity Good Friday Events, skip to 
the Optional Activity section instead) 
 
 
Since it is the day Jesus died, why do you think we call it Good Friday, instead of Bad Friday or 
Sad Friday, or something like that? (allow time for responses) 
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Okay, I am going to read a few verses again and I want you to listen carefully to see if you can 
pick out something that they all have in common. 
 
(Read John 19: 24, 28, 36, and 37) 
 
Do you hear something that all those verses have in common?  (allow time for a response) 
 
They all say something about “in order that the Scriptures might be fulfilled.”  In other words, 
all of this was going according to God’s plan.  While it was a very bad thing for men to kill      
Jesus, it was also part of God’s biggest plan- a plan He had since Adam and Eve sinned.  Is God 
a good God? (allow for a response)  Since God is good, that means that all His plans are good 
as well. 
 
Good Friday was part of God’s big plan and was the day Jesus was crucified and killed, but why 
was it part of God’s good plan for Jesus to have to die?  (allow time for responses) 
 
Yes, God’s plan was for Jesus to die in our place for our sins.  This was a good thing.  Good    
Friday is actually a good day for us because it is the day Jesus chose to take our punishment for 
us.  But it is also a good day because it showed that God is both a merciful and a just God.  It 
showed us who God is and why He is so worthy of worship. While we are very sorrowful that 
Jesus had to die because of our sins, we are joyful because He chose to die for us (and we know 
what happened a few days later, that makes it even better). 
 
That is why it important that we take time on Good Friday to remember what Jesus did for us.  
Good Friday reminds us how good God is.  He is so good that He made a way to forgive us when 
we didn’t deserve it and could never do enough to earn it.  Since today is a day we set aside to 
remember what God did for us in sending Jesus to save us, it would be good to look in the Bible 
to see what other people did to help them remember what God had done for them. 
 
Remembrances 
Ok, quick, what do you think of when I say, Ebenezer? (allow time for responses).   
 
A lot of people think Ebenezer Scrooge, or “Bah, humbug!” The word Ebenezer, thanks to 
Charles Dickens, makes most people think of a greedy, selfish, cruel man in Victorian England. 
Originally though, Ebenezer was a word from the Bible, not some guy’s name. 
 
Read 1 Samuel 7:3-12 
 
We read about Samuel calling the people of Israel together to fast and repent and turn back to 
the Lord. When the Philistines heard the people of Israel were going to be all in one place, they 
decided it would be a great time to attack. Silly Philistines. There are two classic blunders. The 
most famous of which is “never get involved in a land war in Asia,” but only slightly less well-
known is this: Never go in against God’s people when worship is on the line! Just ask Egypt 
how that worked out for them! Verse 10 is especially awesome! It says the Philistines drew near 
to attack, “But the Lord thundered with a mighty sound that day against the Philistines and 
threw them into confusion, and they were defeated before Israel.” 
 
After God showed Himself so powerful and protecting Israel from the Philistines, Samuel set up 
a monument to make sure the people always remembered how faithful God was to them. The 
monument he set up was made of stones and what did Samuel name it?  (allow time for               
responses)   2 



monument he set up was made of stones and what did Samuel name it?  (allow time for               
responses)   
 

Yes, Ebenezer.  The word Ebenezer means stone of help. So, Ebenezer, far from being some 
grumpy, old guy, actually is a way the people of Israel remembered how God had been faithful 
to them. 
 

Now, Israel had won many battles before because of God doing something big to the other            
army. Why did Samuel choose this one to set up a monument for? Well, 1 Samuel 4, tells us that 
at that very same place 20 years earlier, the Philistines completely destroyed Israel’s armies. 
Thirty thousand Israelite soldiers were killed in that battle. They had the Ark of the Covenant 
with them and thought that meant they would win. But, their trust wasn’t in God, it was in an 
object. Also, in that battle 20 years before, all the Israelite soldiers gave such a battle cry that it 
echoed throughout the valley. It was so loud and rumbling that it frightened the Philistines, but 
the Philistine soldiers recovered and defeated Israel in battle. 
 

Twenty years later, we find the Israelites worshipping and trusting in God and not in some           
object. We also see God making such a thundering noise that the Philistines became frightened 
and confused. This time though, unlike when the people made the noise 20 years earlier, the 
Philistine soldiers didn’t recover, and Israel reigned victorious over them. What a difference it 
makes when we trust God and what He can do instead of trusting what we can do! 
 

Remembering what God had done for them was very important to Israel. In fact, the                  
second-longest Psalm is Psalm 78, which is all about what God had done for Israel.  
 

Read Psalm 78:2-4 
 

What reason did the writer give for writing this Psalm? (allow time for responses) 
 

The reason we have Psalm 78 is because Jewish parents thought it was very very important that 
their children know and remember what God had done for them. 
 

So, it is very important to remember things that God has done for us.  When people make 
things, like an Ebenezer or writing a Psalm, it helps us remember these things. 
 

Wouldn’t it be great if our family had our own Family Ebenezer and a Family Psalm 78!  Well, 
that is exactly what we are going to do!  (NOTE: if time is short, do only the Family Ebenezer) 
 

Once you are finished with the activities come back to the following: 
 

Suggested Songs: 
My Savior, My God https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96P0bwvpbk4  

O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yx5BB2J7R-8  

The Power of the Cross   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uS7fc7VTJZs  
 

Prayer Focus: 
Have a time of thanksgiving, thanking God for Jesus and His sacrificial death and thanking 
Him for the things you wrote in your Family Psalm 78 and your Family Ebenezer. 
Have the children pray and thank God for the things they wrote down.  Thank God that Good 
Friday isn’t the end of the story and that we will be able to celebrate the greatest event in the 
history of the universe– the Resurrection of Jesus- in just a couple of days! 
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CREATING YOUR FAMILY PSALM 78 

PARENT NOTE: It may seem daunting to write a Family Psalm 78- and it may be.  Any         

difficulty of the task, however, is far outweighed by the benefits.   

 

David Michael in his upcoming book  Zealous, says… 

“ Our labors have far-reaching effect on generations that we will never know.  When Psalm 

78:5 speaks of declaring “testimony” to the next generation,” at least three generations are 

specified, two of which did not yet exist.  In this psalm we read that the fathers were com-

manded to teach their children so “that the next generation might know them, the children yet 

unborn [the unborn grandchildren of these ‘fathers’], and arise and tell them to their children 

[the unborn great-grandchildren of these ‘fathers’] (verses 5-6), so that those unborn children 

sill “set their hope in God and not forget the works of God’”. 

 

So, stick with it and encourage your family to really think through things.  As you share with 

your children some of the things God has done in your past, it may be the first time they have 

heard of God’s  faithfulness to you from before they were even born.  This is a great oppor-

tunity for your     children to learn of their own spiritual heritage! 

 

What you will need: 

 Paper 

 Pens or pencils 

 

What to do: 

 Start with yourself.  Tell your children some of the things God did in your life and write 

down one line reminders of those things. 

 For example: When I was a teenager, God gave me a friend who was a Christian. 

                                  God opened my eyes to see how much I needed Him. 

                 I followed God and He gave me a job to provide for my needs. 

                God introduced me to a godly young woman whom He gave to me  

     as a wife. 

As you help your children write down some things, they may write things along the lines of 

“God gave me my kitten, Fluffy.” (especially the younger children)  That is good that they recog-

nize God as the giver of those good things, but try to help them also see beyond just the  
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 things God gives us and to see the things God does for us. 

 Once everyone has some things written down (it doesn’t have to be 72 verses long) gather 

everyone’s papers and, as a family try to organize it in a timeline fashion- this happened 

first, this happened second, this was next, etc. 

 Get a fresh piece of paper 

 Start the Psalm off with something along the lines of,  “We, the _________ Family, want 

to remember all that God has done for us.  Listen as we tell of His faithfulness to us.” 

 Rewrite your list as one account of God’s faithfulness to your family. 

 

 

CREATING YOUR FAMILY EBENEZER 

PARENT NOTE: Creating your very own Family Ebenezer is actually pretty simple. It 

doesn’t need to be a big tower of rocks like Samuel’s was (unless you really want to, then go 

for it!).  

What you will need: 

 Gather up some stones.  Flatter ones stack easier. (Make sure the bottom stone is a good bit 

bigger than all the others.)  

 Get some markers.  

 Hot glue gun and glue sticks 

 

What to do: 

 Set the largest stone to the side and give the other stones and a marker to each person. 

 Have each person in your family write on the stones something God has done for your             

family this past year that is worth celebrating. Write only one thing on each stone.   

 Again, it is okay if your children write things like “Fluffy” or “Fido” but encourage 

them to go beyond just the things that God has given us.  Help them to understand 

some of the things God has done for your family.  This is a good time to refer back to 

your Family Psalm 78. 

 Take the biggest stone and write “JESUS” on it and say: 

 The Israelites discovered that when they were trusting in something other than God, 

they lost.  Everything fell apart.  When we are trusting in something other than Jesus, 

it is true for us to.  Today we are remembering that Jesus died on the cross.  He did 

that because He was paying for the sins that we each commit.  If we could ever do 

enough good things to make up fo our sin, Jesus wouldn’t have had to die.  But, we 

could never do enough or be good enough to make up for our sins against God, so Je-

sus came to take the punishment for our sins so that God could forgive us.  But, we 

have to ask for that forgiveness and reach out to receive what Jesus did for us on the 

cross.  That is why the bottom and biggest stone says Jesus.  This bottom stone is what 

makes the rest of the tower stand.  All the other stones depend on this bottom 
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 one.  Everything in our lives depends on Jesus and we need to learn to trust Him with 

everything, beginning with our salvation. 

 (It goes without saying spend as much time talking about this with your family as is 

necessary.) 

 Gather all the stones 

 Using the hot glue gun, attach the second largest stone to the bottom, then the next largest 

stone, etc., until all the stones have been stacked with the smallest stone on top. 

 

 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY: Good Friday Events 

God used four different men, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John to tell us about, and remember, 

that day.  Each of them wrote down some different details of the death of Jesus.  By looking at 

all four gospels we can see what the whole day was like.  We are going to read parts of each of 

these gospel accounts.  As we do, pay attention to what is happening and see if you can match 

the picture with what the passage is saying. 

 

(Cut each individual picture out and shuffle them on the table.  If your children are able to, 

have them take turns reading each passage.  Have the children take turns trying to pick the 

picture that goes with the passage that was just read.  The object is to have all of the pictures 

placed in the proper order to give the children a visual of the order of events that took place 

on Good Friday.  Once you are finished pick up at the section marked with a 
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1.  John 19:13-16 

Jesus is                   

condemned to die. 

2.  John 19:17 

Jesus takes up 

His cross. 

3.  Mark 15:21 

Simon of Cyrene 

helps Jesus. 

4.  Luke 23:33-36 

Jesus is crucified.       

n 

5.  Matthew 27:37 

Jesus is declared 

King of the Jews. 

6.  John 19:28-37 

Jesus gives up 

His life. 

7.  Mark 15:42-45 

Jesus is taken down 

from the cross. 

8.  John 19:39-42 

Jesus is placed in 

the tomb. 

Good Friday Events 
The day Jesus died for us is one of the most important days in history.  The only day as important as 

that day is the day Jesus rose from the dead.  The Bible tells us about what happened on the day  

Jesus was crucified.  God used four different men, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John to tell us about, 

and remember, that day.  Each of them wrote down some different details of the death of Jesus.  By 

looking at all four gospels we can see what the whole day was like.  Cut out the pictures below and 

read the passages in order.  Arrange the pictures according to what the passages say to show what 

happened on Good Friday. 

A B C D 

E F G H 

SOLUTION: A, E, G, B, D, C, F, H 


