
EWC Baptism Class 
Part 1. Creation and Sin 

Genesis 1:1 - “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

WHAT DO THE SCRIPTURES SAY ABOUT CREATION? 
Exodus 20:11 - “For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
He rested on the seventh day.  Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” 
Nehemiah 9:6 - “You alone are the LORD.  You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry 
host, the earth and all this is on it, the seas and all that is in them.  You give life to everything, and the multitudes 
of heaven worship You.” 
Psalm 19:1 - “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the works of His hands.” 
Ecclesiastes 11:5 - “As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is formed in a mother’s womb, so 
you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker of all things.” 
Hebrews 11:3 - “By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen 
was not made out of what was visible.” 

Old Testament References: 
Genesis 1:1-28 Genesis 1:31 Genesis 2:1-25 Genesis 5:1-2 Genesis 9:6
Exodus 20:11 1 Samuel 2:8 2 Kings 19:15 1 Chronicles 

16:26
Nehemiah 9:6

Job 9:8-9 Job 10:3 Job 10:8 Job 12:7-9 Job 26:7-13
Job 28:23-26 Job 37:16 Job 37:18 Job 38:4-38 Psalms 8:3
Psalms 19:1 Psalms 19:4 Psalms 24:1-2 Psalms 33:6-7 Psalms 33:9
Psalms 65:6 Psalms 74:16-17 Psalms 78:69 Psalms 89:11-12 Psalms 89:47
Psalms 90:2 Psalms 95:4-5 Psalms 96:5 Psalms 102:25 Psalms 103:22
Psalms 104:2-3 Psalms 104:5-6 Psalms 104:24 Psalms 104:30-31 Psalms 119:90-91
Psalms 121:2 Psalms 124:8 Psalms 136:5-9 Psalms 146:5-6 Psalms 148:5-6
Proverbs 3:19 Proverbs 8:26-29 Proverbs 22:2 Proverbs 26:10 Proverbs 30:4
Ecclesiastes 3:11 Ecclesiastes 7:29 Ecclesiastes 11:5 Isaiah 17:7 Isaiah 37:16
Isaiah 40:12 Isaiah 40:26 Isaiah 40:28 Isaiah 42:5 Isaiah 44:24
Isaiah 45:7 Isaiah 45:12 Isaiah 45:18 Isaiah 48:13 Isaiah 51:13
Isaiah 51:16 Isaiah 66:2 Jeremiah 5:22 Jeremiah 10:12 Jeremiah 10:13
Jeremiah 10:16 Jeremiah 27:5 Jeremiah 31:35 Jeremiah 31:17 Jeremiah 33:2
Jeremiah 51:15-16 Jeremiah 51:19 Amos 4:13 Amos 4:8 Amos 9:6
Jonah 1:9 Zechariah 12:1



New Testament References: 

THE TRINITY AND CREATION 
Every member of the Trinity was involved in the creation of the universe. God the Father devised the 
plan, God the “Word” orchestrated His plan, and God the Spirit brought it forth with the power of His 
might. The Scriptures clearly teach that both: ___________  ____________ (John 1:3, 1:10; 1 Corinthians 
8:6; Ephesians 3:9; Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 1:2, 1:10; Revelation 3:15) and the ___________ ___________ 
(Genesis 1:2; Psalms 33:6, 104:30; Isaiah 40:12-14) created everything. 

WHAT IS THE FALL? 
God created the world in a perfect state. Upon creation of the man and woman God declared His entire 
creation “very good” (Genesis 1:31). This intended state of perfect beauty in all things is described in the 
Old Testament as “Shalom” (Isaiah 2:2-4, 11:1-9, 32:14-20, 43:1-12, 60:1-22, 65:17-25; Joel 2:24-29, 3:17-18). 

Surveying the condition of our planet and human life (including death, suffering, injustice, boredom, 
annoyances, miseries, fears etc.) it is obvious that something has gone terribly wrong. That something is 
_________. All of the individual and corporate shortcomings of God’s perfect intentions for all of 
creation, whether intentional or unintentional or through omission or commission, qualify as sin. 
Scripture teaches that God clearly commanded the first man and woman not to eat from the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil or they would die (Genesis 2:16-17), but the man and the woman sinned 
against God.  

Because Adam was the head of the human race, when he sinned everyone who would ever live (other 
than Jesus Christ who was conceived miraculously of the Holy Spirit) was implicated in his sin (Genesis 
3:1-6; Hosea 6:7; Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22, 15:45-50). Everyone (except Jesus) is from the moment 
of conception sinful by nature and corrupted to the very core of their being, and are therefore incapable 
of doing anything that pleases God (Psalms 51:5; Romans 3:10-18, 8:7-8). Thus everyone (except Jesus 
Christ) sins by breaking God’s holy laws, because they are sinners by nature and are simply showing 
forth their hearts (Psalms  14:1-3; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:10, 3:23; 1 John 1:8, 3:4; Proverbs 4:23, 17:19, 20:9; Matthew 
5:21; Luke 6:45).  

The fall was the descent of the human race and the rest of God’s creation (Romans 8:18-27) into a state of 
rebellion against God. Despite his depravity, man continues to have dignity because He still remains an 
image bearer of God, although that image is marred by sin (Genesis 1:26, 9:6; James 3:9). 

IS EVERYONE TOTALLY SINFUL? 
_________. While people are not absolutely sinful (they could do evil things with greater degree and 
frequency); all people are totally sinful in that their every motive, word, deed, and thought is for their 
own glory rather than God’s (Psalms 29:2; Romans 3:23, 11:36, 16:27). Those who do not belong to God are 
utterly incapable of pleasing God and doing things for His glory (Matthew 7:17-18; Romans 8:7-8). 
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There remains a vestige of moral sense in people because of the conscience that God gave them (Romans 
2:14-15). But, even the seemingly good deeds done from the moral conscience are mere filth to God if 
done apart from loving obedience to Him. They are an attempt at meriting our own righteousness (which 
is the heart of pride), and they are the enemy of the humble grace in which one receives the 
righteousness of God as a free gift (Isaiah 64:6). Man is totally sinful in the fact that his entire person is 
marred by sin. This includes the mind (Ephesians 4:18), the will (Romans 6:16-17), the emotions (Titus 3:3), 
and the physical body (Romans 8:10). 

DOES GOD CAUSE SIN? 
The Bible is clear that God is _______ and in Him is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5). God does not take 
any delight in sin, He hates and detests it, and hides His face from sinful people (Psalms 5:4; Proverbs 6:16; 
Isaiah 59:2, 64:7; Zechariah 8:17). Therefore, God does not in any way cause sin, and sin is a perversion of 
His good creation. 

WHERE DOES SIN COME FROM? 
God does not tempt us to sin; the temptation arises from within our own __________. Therefore, mere 
behavioral change is not sufficient to remedy the human condition. We need a new heart and nature for 
any true victory over sin in our lives. 

• James 1:13-15 - “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’  For God cannot be tempted 
by evil, nor does He tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged 
away and enticed.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death”  

• Proverbs 27:19 - “As water reflects a face, so a man’s heart reflects the man” 
• Proverbs 4:23 - “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life” 
• Matthew 12:34 - “For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks” 
• Proverbs 20:9 - “Who can say, ‘I have kept my heart pure; I am clean and without sin’?” 
• Jeremiah 17:9 - “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it?”  
• Mark 7:21-23 - “For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, 

murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance, and folly.  All these come from 
inside and make a man ‘unclean’” 

• Luke 6:45 - “The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man 
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.  For out of the overflow of his heat his mouth 
speaks.” 

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN? 
DEATH 

• Genesis 2:16-17 - “And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the 
garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you 
will surely die.’” 

• Romans 6:23 - “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”  

• Ephesians 2:1 - “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins…”  
• Colossians 2:13 - “When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God 

made you alive with Christ.  He forgave us all our sins.”  

DISCONNECTED FROM GOD 
• Matthew 13:14 - “In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:  ‘You will be ever hearing but never  

understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.’”  



• John 8:43 - “Why is my language not clear to you?  Because you are unable to hear what I say”  
• 1 Corinthians 1:18 - “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God.”   

WHAT IS THE UNPARDONABLE SIN? 
The unpardonable sin is one of the most feared, and least understood, warnings in all of Scripture. It is 
only mentioned once, in Matthew 12:31-32, and appears to be the rejection of the Holy Spirit of God. 
Man’s proclivity is towards this rejection, and we are in need of regeneration in order to “choose” God 
(Acts 16:14). When the Pharisees were confronted with the choice to attribute Christ’s miracles to the 
Holy Spirit or Satan, in their disbelief they chose Satan. Their choices were congruent with their belief 
(Matthew 12:22-32 cf. Hebrews 6:4-6, 10:29). Because it is the Holy Spirit who testifies on behalf of Christ 
(John 15:26, 16:14-15); any rejection of Him is a rejection of Christ. The only sin that cannot be forgiven is 
unbelief in Jesus Christ. 

HOW CAN I STOP COMMITTING A SIN? 
Romans 8:13-16 - “For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the Spirit of God are 
sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of sonship.  And by Him we cry, ’Abba, Father.’"  

Even as Christians, we are guilty of daily sin in word, thought, and deed. The question is not whether or 
not we will sin (we will), the real question is “what do I do with my sin?” The great Puritan theologian 
John Owen rightly summarized Romans 8:13 by saying, “be killing sin or sin will be killing you.” The 
theological term for joining with the Holy Spirit in putting sin to death is ___________________.  

______________ – I am guilty… 
• Recognizing our sin through the ministry of the Holy Spirit and truth of Scripture  

______________ – I am wrong… 
• Agreeing with the Holy Spirit and Scripture about our sin 

______________ – I want to change… 
• Turning from sin to God, and obedience to Him, out of love 

______________ – I can change… 
• Believing God’s faithfulness to His promises, made possible by His power 

______________ – I have a reason to change… 
• Worshipping Jesus, instead of self 

______________ – I have a plan… 
• Replacing a sinful habit with a Godly one, identifying your resources (Holy 

Spirit, prayer, Scriptures, elders, Christian friends, books, etc.), and a plan for 
using your resources  

______________ – I will never turn back… 
• Use any failures as learning opportunities to grow in your sanctification 



Part 2. Salvation 
Exodus 6:7 - “I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God” 

WHAT IS SALVATION? 
SALVATION DEFINED: 
 Salvation can be defined as deliverance _____ God _________ God and His wrath (Romans  
 5-9-10). God is holy and righteous and our sins against Him cause His wrath to burn against us.  
 Despite much popular false teaching, this wrath is very real, and can endure forever (Exodus  
 34:6-8; Deuteronomy 29:24-29, 32:21-22; Psalms 11:4-7; John 3:36; Romans 1:18-32, 5:5-8; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20; 
 Ephesians 5:6; Colossians 1:21-22, 3:6; Revelation 14:9-11, 14:18-20, 19:11-15). 

MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST ALONE: 
 Jesus Christ, our Priest, laid down His life as the substitutionary sacrifice for the sins of His  
 people (Isaiah 53:6-12; John 11:50, 15:13; Romans 5:17-19; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 5:21; Galatians 3:13; Hebrews  
 10:10, 10:12; 1 Peter 3:18). There is no possibility of salvation apart from Him (John 1:29, 3:17-18, 4:42,  
 5:19-23; Acts 4:12; Titus 1:15; 1 John 2:2; Revelation 5:9). Jesus’ death and resurrection were a   
 propitiation (appeasing God’s wrath, cleansing us from sin, and granting us mercy from God) for 
 His people (Romans 3:25; Hebrews 2:14; 1 John 2:2, 4:10). 

REDEMPTION: 
 We were __________ to sin (John 8:34; Romans 6:6), and consequently to Satan and death   
 (Colossians 2:15). But then we were redeemed, or purchased, by Jesus’ death and resurrection. As a 
 result, we no longer belong to sin; but to God, righteousness, and life (Exodus 6:6; Deuteronomy 7:8,  
 15:15; 2 Samuel 7:23; 1 Chronicles 17:21). God’s people are now reconciled to God and each other  
 (Romans 5:10-11; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21; Ephesians 2:16; Colossians 1:20-21). We are also given Jesus’  
 triumph over the world, sin, death, and Satan and his demons (Psalms 110:1; 1 Corinthians 15:21-28;  
 Ephesians 1:20-23, 2:16; Colossians 1:20-21, 2:13-15). 

PROCESS OF SALVATION 
SALVATION IS GOD’S PROCESS IN A BELIEVER’S LIFE. God initiates, marks out, and secures our 
salvation. What He begins, He is sure to end (Philippians 1:6). 

Romans 8:28-30 - “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who 
have been called according to His purpose. For those God foreknew He also predestined to be 
conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those He 
predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified.”  

 ________________ 
o God’s intimate knowledge of events and His people (Acts 2:23; Romans 11:2; 1 Peter 1:2, 1:20) 
o Predestination literally means “to mark out beforehand” (Acts 4:28; 1 Corinthians 2:7; 

Ephesians 1:5, 11) 

 ________________ 
o Converting or a bringing to faith (Matthew 22:14; Romans 1:6, 9:24; 1 Corinthians 1:24, 1:26, 7:18, 

7:21; Galatians 1:15; Ephesians 4:1, 4:4) 



 ________________ 
o Salvation in past time (accomplished in Jesus’ death and resurrection) 
o To be legally acquitted from wrongdoing (Romans 1:17, 3:21-5:21; Galatians 3:11; Ephesians 

2:8-9) 

 ________________ (“Conformed to the likeness of His Son”) 
o Salvation in present time  
o The process of maturity as God transforms us (Romans 8:12, 29; 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 6:11, 

19-20; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Colossians 1:28; Hebrews 13:20-21) 
o Fuses man’s responsibility, God’s work, and the church’s equipping in the process of a 

believer’s growth in Christ (Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13) 

 ________________ 
o The final completion of God’s purpose in salvation, which includes our death and 

resurrection (Romans 8:17, 29; 1 Corinthians 15:1-58; Colossians 1:27, 3:4) 

The saving grace of God is given solely because of God’s good pleasure, which remains for us a mystery 
to be adored (Isaiah 53:10; Ephesians 1:3-14; Hebrews 12:2). 

WILL EVERYONE BE SAVED? 
______. Hell does exist, and sin against an eternal God is an eternal offense requiring an eternal 
payment to be made by God’s enemies (Daniel 12:1-2; Isaiah 66:22-24; Matthew 5:22-30, 10:28, 25:46; John 3:36; 
Romans 1:18-32; 2 Peter 2:4-22). When the Bible says: that God desires that all would be saved (1 Timothy 2:4; 
2 Peter 3:9), that Jesus Christ died for all (1 Timothy 2:6; Hebrews 2:9; 1 John 2:2), and that all are invited to 
salvation (Matthew 28:18-20; John 3:15; Acts 16:31); it cannot mean that all will be saved. The Scriptures are 
clear regarding the eternal state of punishment for unbelievers. 

Some will argue that God should save all people, but God has the right to give grace as He determines 
(Matthew 20:12-15; Romans 9:20-21), and He has done so throughout history (John 15:16; Acts 9:9, 15; Romans 
3:1-2). Some will accuse God of being unfair, but if God were completely fair and just, rather than 
merciful, then all would go to hell and none would go to heaven. 

God has the right to create people for His purposes (Romans 9:22-25). Therefore, the Scripture teaches that 
some are chosen for salvation (Acts 13:48; Ephesians 1:3-11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13), and that salvation is solely a 
work of God (John 1:13, 6:44, 10:26; 1 Corinthians 1:30, 10:30; James 1:18). 

IS SALVATION POSSIBLE AFTER DEATH? 
NO!  Hebrews 9:27 clearly states, “It is appointed for a man to die once, and then comes the judgment.” 
According to Jesus, those that reject Him go into eternal punishment (Matthew 25:46). There is no second 
chance for salvation or reincarnation in the Scriptures. 

ABERRANT VIEWS OF THE AFTERLIFE 
REINCARNATION 
 Many eastern religions and new age teachings try to infuse reincarnation interpretations into  
 verses relating to John the Baptist and the coming of Elijah (Matthew 17:10-12; Mark 9:11-13). Yet  
 Luke 1:17 reminds us that John came “in the spirit” of Elijah. He came with the same prophetic  



 office as Elijah, but he is not in any way Elijah. This idea is contrary to Christ’s statement about  
 eternal life and judgment, and Hebrews 9:27 (see above). 

 The Bible does not teach reincarnation, but reminds us that we have great confidence in knowing 
 that we have access to God (Ephesians 3:12; Hebrews 10:19-23). Reincarnation is a degrading and  
 hopeless circle of man working toward god/nirvana on the bases of his own merit/karma. This is  
 the antithesis of God’s grace that saves us by faith (Ephesians 2:8-10) through Christ’s sacrifice  
 once and for all (Hebrews 4:14-16, 8, 9; 1 Peter 3:18). 

POSTHUMOUS SALVATION 
 The Mormons utilize verses such as 1 Peter 3:19-20 coupled with 1 Corinthians 15:29 to   
 formulate their doctrine of posthumous salvation through the proxy baptism of the dead. Neither  
 practice is Biblical, and both are based on invalid proof text. 1 Corinthians 15:29, in context, is  
 being used to prove a point, not dictate a doctrine. The practice of baptism for the dead was  
 never used in the early church, and is contrary to the rest of the New Testament teaching about  
 baptism and those who are dead. The 1 Peter reference most likely refers to Christ preaching  
 through Noah prior to the flood (1 Peter 3:20-22; 2 Peter 2:5). Or possibly Christ making a   
 triumphant proclamation of facts, but there is no indication contextual or otherwise that this  
 refers to a second chance after death. 

WHAT IS REPENTANCE? 
Repentance is a gift that God gives his people. It comes as a result of conviction from the Holy Spirit in 
a deep desire to change one’s heart and life by God’s grace. This includes forsaking sin and turning to 
Jesus Christ for forgiveness and salvation (Acts 3:19, 11:21, 14:15, 20:21, 26:18, 26:20; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; James 
5:20). 

WHAT IS FAITH? 
Hebrews 11:1 - “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for the conviction of things not seen”  

Hebrews 11:6 - “Without faith, it is impossible to please God” 

The word faith is used 232 times in the Bible, and is the primary way that man enters into a relationship 
with God. God is not found through ___________  ____________, because man’s reason is flawed and 
incapable of knowing God in this way (1 Corinthians 1:21). Because of our inability to find Him on our 
own, God, rich in mercy, and according to His grace, saved us through faith; a faith that He gave us (Acts 
3:16, 14:27; Ephesians 2:8). So, it is not a matter of the quantity of faith, but the object of faith; which is 
always God (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

Proverbs 3:5 - “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding”  

Faith takes us beyond our reason and empirical abilities, and allows us to see the spiritual world that 
God has revealed. He gives us faith in order for us to experience the world as He sees it and trust Him 
(Romans 10:9-10). This knowledge is not exhaustive, but it is adequate to know God intimately 
(Deuteronomy 29:29; Isaiah 55:8-9; 1 Corinthians 13:12; John 17:3). Faith gives us a better understanding of 
reality as it really is, and as it has been revealed by God. 

WHAT IS GRACE? 
Grace (from the Greek – Charis), means _________ from ___________ (Acts 15:11; Romans 4:5, 11:5-6; 
Galatians 2-3, 5:1, 5:13; Ephesians 2:1-10; Philippians 1:6). It reminds us that we were saved only by God’s gift 



to us, and that our salvation has nothing to do with human works (religious or otherwise) (John 1:13; 
Romans 9:16; Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 3:5-6). God’s grace is His continuing gift to His people, and it is a 
completely undeserved act of mercy that He bestows as He sees fit. 

Grace not only saves us, but we are established and empowered by God’s grace in our lives (Acts 4:33, 
6:8, 13:43; Romans 3:24, 5:15, 12:16, 15:15; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 9:8, 12:9). We are also given life and 
cleansing from sin by God’s grace (Romans 6:1, 6:14-17; 2 Corinthians 6:1; Ephesians1:7, 2:5-8). God’s grace 
also comes to His people by means of spiritual gifts - unique abilities that enable Christians to serve God 
fruitfully (Romans 12:6; 1 Peter 4:10). Therefore, Christians know that whatever good comes from their 
works is ultimately the fruit of God’s grace working in and through them, and not as a result of their 
own goodness or merit (1 Corinthians 15:10). 

CAN A CHRISTIAN LOSE THEIR SALVATION? 
Salvation does not belong to ______________, it belongs to ________ (Jonah 2:9). The real question is 
not whether or not a Christian can lose their salvation, but rather:  “Can Jesus lose a Christian?” Jesus 
answered that for us in saying that He does not lose anyone that God given to Him, that those who 
belong to Him can never be snatched out of His hand, and that He will never throw them away (John 6:37, 
6:39, 10:28).  

If being born again is something done to you, how can you be unborn? Salvation is a gift that we do not 
deserve (Ephesians 2:8). If we did not deserve it in the first place; we can’t UN-un-deserve it. Now of 
course, if by salvation you mean walking forward for an alter-call at a crusade, LOTS of people seem to 
lose that. But, a superficial “decision for Christ” is what not what constitutes a Christian. 

Paul, in Romans 8:30, says, “Those whom He justified He also glorified.”  In other words, between the 
event of justification by faith (salvation), and the event of glorification at the resurrection of our bodies 
(Philippians 3:21), there will be no dropouts; and no one will slip through the cracks. “Those whom he 
justified, he also glorified” – all of them. God is not like a sport-fisherman, and will not be throwing 
anyone back. He will keep and sanctify those whom He has justified, and He will make sure they keep 
the faith and endure to the end and are saved.   

1 John 2:19 describes how we should understand the apparent dropouts: “They went out from us, but 
they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in 
order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.”  In other words, the failure to persevere is not a 
sign that you can be truly born again and justified and then be lost, just the opposite. The failure to 
persevere is a sign that you were never truly part of the regenerate people of God. That’s the explicit 
point of 1 John 2:19. Hebrews 3:14 makes the exact same point, “For we have come to share in Christ, 
if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.” The first half of this verse (we have come to 
share in Christ) points to something that has already happened; however, the second half (if we hold 
firm to the end), says that the way to know if we “share in Christ” is if we persevere to the end. 

The Bible’s teaching on the “book of life”, has powerful implications on how we understand the 
Doctrine of Salvation.  In Revelation 3:5, the Lord Jesus says, “The one who conquers will be clothed 
thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name 
before my Father and before His angels.” Some have taken this promise to “never blot his name out of 
the book of life”, as an implication that some DO have their names blotted out. That interpretation is a 
stretch, at best. This verse simply says to the one who is in the book and who conquers in faith: I will 



never wipe out your name. It does not say that those who fail to conquer and fall away from Christ had 
been penciled into the book, but then got erased. 
   
In fact, there are two other verses in Revelation that teach that to have your name written in the book 
means that you will most definitely persevere and conquer. Consider Revelation 13:8. “And all who 
dwell on earth will worship it (the beast), everyone whose name has not been written before the 
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.” Similarly, consider Revelation 
17:8, “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to 
destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the 
foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come.”  These 
verses establish that having your name written in the Lamb’s book of life from the foundation of the 
world guarantees that you will not worship or marvel at the beast.  John does not say, “If you worship 
the beast, your name is erased.”  He says, “If your name is written, you WILL NOT worship the beast.”  

This fits with Revelation 3:5, “He who overcomes ... I will never blot his name out of the book of life.” 
The triumph required in 3:5 is guaranteed in 13:8 and 17:8. The practical impact of this truth is not 
that we should be cavalier about faith, love, and holiness. There is necessary vigilance (Hebrews 3:12) and 
striving (Luke 13:24) and pursuit (Hebrews 12:14) in the Christian life. Instead, we should glory in the 
assurance that we are not left to ourselves in this “fight of faith” (1 Timothy 6:12). The God who called us 
is faithful to “sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:8). Paul 
prayed, “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He 
will surely do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24). We are kept by the power of God (1 Peter 1:5), and He will 
complete the salvation He began (Philippians 1:6). 

Part 3. Baptism 
“Water baptism is only intended for the individual who has received the saving benefits of Christ’s 

atoning work and become His disciple. Therefore, in obedience to Christ’s command and as a testimony 
to God, the church, oneself and the world, a believer should be immersed in water in the name of the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Water baptism is a visual and symbolic demonstration of a person’s union 
with Christ in the likeness of His death and resurrection. It signifies that a person’s former way of life 

has been put to death and depicts a release from the mastery of sin.” (The Village Church)   

WHAT IS BAPTISM?  
___________ and ______________ (the Lord’s Supper) are the two ordinances prescribed by our Lord 
Jesus Christ as visible symbols of invisible grace. They are discernible and tangible representations of 
both the invisible realities of the gospel and the Spirit’s application of this gospel to our lives.  
With both ordinances, believers have an opportunity to “remember” God’s goodness and grace, 
especially as revealed in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Both baptism and communion picture 
Christ’s death and resurrection and our participation in His death and resurrection through union to Him 
in faith. As we enter into the waters or watch another do so, we are reminded that Christ was crucified 
and raised from the dead and that we too have died to the old self in order to live for Christ.  
As a symbol, baptism illustrates a number of significant realities:  
 1. Christ’s death and resurrection  



 2. The disciple’s union with Christ in His death and resurrection  
 3. The new life in which a disciple walks  
 4. Cleansing and washing away of sin  

IS BAPTISM MERELY A SYMBOL?  
Within the Reformation of the 16th and 17th centuries, the nature of the sacraments was fiercely 
debated, even between the various Reformers. Without attempting to justify any particular position, it is 
important to assert that baptism is in some mysterious sense a “means of grace,” in which God sanctifies 
and encourages His people. That said, it is important to bear in mind a few helpful truths regarding what 
baptism is not and does not do:  
1. BAPTISM DOES _____ ________. Though grace is mysteriously mediated through the ordinance, it 
is not saving grace but rather sanctifying grace. In other words, we are more conformed to the image of 
Christ as we obey Him in the call to be baptized.  

2. BAPTISM IS NOT “NECESSARY” FOR SALVATION. Without in any way diminishing the duty 
and delight of baptism for a believer, we must also warn against thinking which suggests that salvation 
is dependent upon baptism. The gospel is one of salvation by grace alone, through faith alone.  

WHY SHOULD ONE BE BAPTIZED?  
Matthew 28:18-20 - [18] And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. [19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
Acts 2:37-41 - [37] Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest 
of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” [38] And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. [39] For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to  
himself.” [40] And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from this crooked generation.” [41] So those who received his word were baptized, and there 
were added that day about three thousand souls.  
Acts 22:16 - And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his 
name.  
 1. To obey the commands of Christ  
 2. To evidence that a person is a disciple of Christ  
 3. To follow the example of Christ  

Baptism is not merely a responsibility but also a privilege. We have the opportunity to evidence our trust 
in and love for our King through obedience in this ordinance. If we think of baptism as a mere burden, 
we have not properly understood the joy of following Christ in the call to be baptized. We should have a 
similar response as the Ethiopian eunuch who, when he believed the gospel, proclaimed, “What prevents 
me from being baptized?” It should be our joy, and we should eagerly anticipate our participation in the 
ordinance.  
While there are certain costs associated with baptism (in certain cultures, those who are baptized open 
themselves up to public persecution), the reward of obedience is always worth it.  



The desire to be baptized should be motivated by a desire to glorify God in faithful obedience. Any other 
motivation (to join a particular local church, to please a friend or family member, etc.) should not be the 
ultimate reason for seeking to be baptized.  

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?  
We practice what is called “______________” or “confessor’s” baptism, which means we only baptize 
those who believe and confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Reading through Acts, we find baptism 
explicitly related to repentance, receiving the Word, believing and receiving the Holy Spirit. There is no 
explicit evidence to suggest that nonbelievers were baptized.  
Acts 2:41 - So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls.  
Acts 8:12 - But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  
Galatians 3:27 - For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
Romans 6:3-4 - [3] Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? [4] We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  

To be baptized at EWC, we require full acceptance of our Statement of Core Beliefs:  
 1. The Bible is the fully inspired Word of God. It is without error, and is the supreme and  

final authority for all matters of life and belief.  

 2. There is only one true and living God, the Creator of heaven and earth, who eternally  
exists in three persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – who are equal in every divine  
perfection, executing distinct but harmonious offices in all the work of the Godhead.  

 3. Man was created by God in His own image, but through his sin incurred physical and  
spiritual death. As a result, all humanity (Christ excluded) are born with a sinful nature, and are 
sinners by choice, and therefore under condemnation and without hope apart from salvation in 
Christ.  

 4. Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God. He was born of a virgin, and is both fully God and fully 
human.  

 5. The Gospel – the good news of God’s saving actions towards sinners through Jesus Christ. 
Namely, that He took on human nature, lived a sinless life, died a substitutionary death for 
sinners, and physically rose from the dead.  

 6. Salvation is a free gift that comes only by God’s grace, through faith in Jesus Christ. Those who 
repent, forsake sin, and trust in Jesus Christ and His death on their behalf, are regenerated by the 
Holy Spirit and become new creatures. They are delivered from condemnation, receiving 
forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life.  

 7. Jesus Christ physically ascended into heaven, where He perpetually makes intercession for His 
people, and will one day physically and visibly return to earth to establish His kingdom.  



8. In the future bodily resurrection of both the saved and the lost: Those who trust in Jesus Christ alone 
will be raised to eternal joy, living and reigning with Christ. Those who have not trusted in Jesus Christ 
will be raised to endless punishment.  

Because baptism is for Christians only, we will want to hear your testimony of conversion. We are 
particularly interested in looking for evidences of grace and a proper understanding of the gospel. For 
instance, we want to make sure a person does not articulate that he or she was born a Christian or thinks 
that Christianity consists merely in moral improvement.  

For this reason, we want to be cautious about baptizing children who are still under their parent’s direct 
supervision and care. It is quite natural that a child’s faith would be dependent on their parents during 
certain stages of growth and development, this is how God has created the family to work. However, we 
do not believe it is wise (or helpful to the young person) to baptize someone who’s relationship to God 
and the church is still predominantly mediated through their parents. A helpful question to ask to that 
end is: “If the parents were to walk away from the faith, would the child follow them?” In cases where 
this seems likely, we believe it would be most helpful to postpone baptism until the young person has a 
clear testimony of faith independent of their parents.  

SHOULD A PERSON BE RE-BAPTIZED?  
For those who were sprinkled or immersed at an earlier age, it is important to understand that we should 
only be baptized once. If you trusted in Christ at that time, your baptism is valid and need not, indeed 
should not, be repeated. If, however, you experienced sprinkling with or immersion in water before 
being born again and trusting Christ, your experience was not baptism, and thus you need to be baptized. 
The question is therefore, “Was I truly trusting in Christ when I was baptized?”  
There should always be seasons of growth and greater periods of maturity in the life of those who have 
trusted in the gospel. Believers must not be re-baptized each time they experience greater joy and 
sanctification. However, if you believe that your original experience was prior to truly trusting in Christ 
as Lord and Savior, you should pursue obedience in this area by being baptized now.  

HOW SHOULD A PERSON BE BAPTIZED?  
Though other denominations and theological traditions baptize by pouring or sprinkling, EWC practices 
baptism by immersion. We do so in light of the following considerations:  
1. The Greek word baptizo (baptizo) literally means to _____________, submerge or immerse.  
Our English word baptism is a transliteration of the Greek baptizo. Baptizo was used in Greek literature 
to describe the act of immersing something in water or another liquid. It later became a technical term 
that referred specifically to the Christian ordinance of baptism.  

2. The representation of union in Christ’s death and resurrection is best expressed through 
immersion.  
Whether buried below or above ground, the symbolism of burial is still that of being placed under 
something. Likewise, resurrection is accomplished by coming out of something (whether grave or 
tomb). Immersion best symbolizes this reality by actually placing the believer under the water and 
bringing them out.  
In addition, it is interesting to note the use of water to symbolize judgment in the Scriptures (e.g. the 
flood of Genesis 6-7 and the destruction of Egypt in the Red Sea of Exodus 14). Thus, by passing 
through the waters of baptism, the believer expresses trust that God’s judgment has been satisfied by 
Christ.  



Colossians 2:12 - having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.  
Romans 6:3-4 - [3] Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? [4] We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  

3. The surrounding context of baptisms in the Scriptures suggests baptism by immersion.  
Matthew 3:16 - And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the 
heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on 
him...  
Mark 1:5, 10 - And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins...And when he came up out of the water, 
immediately he was the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  
John 3:23 - John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and 
people were coming and being baptized...  
Acts 8:38-39 - And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip 
and the eunuch, and he baptized him. [39] And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  
* This does not mean there are never any instances where immersion is impossible or impractical. One 
example of this might be a person who is physically unable to be immersed.  

HELPFUL HINTS:  
 1. Wear dark shorts and a dark shirt to maintain modesty.  
 2. Bring a change of clothes, towel and bag to hold your wet clothes after you change.  
 3. Make sure you arrive on time to the service (and tell your family the same). Baptisms might be at 

the beginning, middle, or end of the service. (we’ll try to let you know ahead of time as best we 
can)  

In the space below write a brief description of your conversion.  

In one paragraph explain the Gospel. (the “Good News” of our salvation)


