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Tuesday, November 19– Slaves 
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 25:4-7                
Jesus said in John 8:34 that, "everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin." Peter and Paul, each in their own 
writings, repeated this thought of being enslaved by sin (Rom. 6:16; 2 Pt. 2:19). However, the Bible presents it as 
someone who has offered themselves as slaves to sin, not as someone who has been forced into slavery.  We see that 
perfectly here with the Sanhedrin. They are so enslaved by their hatred and bitterness that even two years later, they 
are still seeking to kill Paul. This should serve as a warning to us all. Even though, as believers, we have been freed 
from the power of sin (Rom. 6:18), we still fall prey to sin. We will find the adage true- "Sin will take you farther than 
you wanted to go; keep you longer than you wanted to stay, and cost you more than you wanted to pay." Even as 
believers, we need to be on guard against the deceptive nature of sin. If we were capable of handling sin on our own, 
then we wouldn't need God and His grace. While we may be slaves no longer, we are still sinners (in that we sin, not 
that it is our identity) in need of God's grace. Do not fall into the trap of believing you can handle sin on your own. If 
you do, you will quickly find yourself on a trip you didn't intend to take to place you didn't intend to go. 

• Have you ever found yourself surprised by the fact that you gave in to a particular temptation?  Why were you 
surprised? 

• How can you get the grace to resist temptation? Humble yourself and ask God for His grace. 
Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Thank God that He provides us the grace needed to overcome temptation in our lives. 
Song:  I Will Glory in My Redeemer 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CR4wRqL0Cn0     

This Week’s Passage: Acts 25:1-12 
Daily Memory Verse: Acts 25:8

Monday, November 18– Just Like Jesus Said 
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 25:1-3               
Jesus said in John 15:18-21, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of 
the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world; therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: â€˜A servant is not greater than 
his master.” If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 
But all these things they will do to you on account of my name because they do not know him who sent me.â€ We 
see precisely this with the Jews and Paul. They had no real charges against him other than that he was a Christian 
who proclaimed Christ. That was all, nothing else. We can be assured that Jesus knew what He was talking about 
when He said the world would hate us for no other reason than that we follow Jesus. We need to be expecting 
hatred and accepting of being hated. We need to expect that it will happen and then not feel personally rejected or 
discouraged when it occurs. 
Remember what else Jesus said, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.”   
(Matthew 5:10-12). We can be “more than happy” (that is what blessed means in this passage) when we are hated 
for being a follower of Jesus. It means we are following on the footsteps of Jesus- and what wonderful footsteps to 
follow indeed! 

• Think of a time when you were ridiculed or even treated unjustly because of being a Christian. Share some 
about your experience. 

• Has there ever been a time when you didn’t stand up for your beliefs because you were worried about being 
made fun of? Why do you think we sometimes value the opinions of those around us rather than honoring 
God? 

Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Thank God for granting to you the privilege to suffer for His name’s sake (Philippians 1:29). 
Song:  Build Your Kingdom Here 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcSWpVKKMcs 
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Wednesday, November 20– Concerning Authorities 
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 25:8              
Paul laid out not only a clear defense against the charges brought against him, he also laid out how we as Christians 
should be in relation to those who are our authorities.  Paul made clear he was innocent of breaking the Jewish law.  
Even though the ceremonial laws of Judaism had been made needless because of Jesus’ sacrifice, Paul had still 
observed them in order to maintain peace and to keep weaker brothers from stumbling.  This is exactly what he was 
doing when these very men had seized him in the temple.  He was doing the absolute opposite of what they were 
accusing him of.  Also, even though he knew that the temple was no longer the center of worship of God and had no 
special place in worship, he still, had done nothing to profane or defile it.  So, even though he knew it was no longer 
necessary and he was under no religious obligation to follow it, Paul still respected the Jewish law while he was there.  
He also says he is innocent of breaking any law against Caesar.  Even though Rome was a pagan government that 
proclaimed the emperor a god, Paul still obeyed the laws of the Roman Empire.  He did nothing that was treasonous 
against the empire.   In Romans 13:1-2 Paul says, Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there 
is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.  Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.”   This is what we see in 
Paul’s defense. As long as he did not have to compromise the gospel to do so, he would respect and submit to the 
governing authorities wherever he was. God has given Christians the responsibility to honor Him by honoring those 
He has put in authority over us. Whether government officials, teachers, bosses, parents- we are to respect and 
submit to them. God is our highest authority, though.  That means we are never to disobey something God clearly 
states in the Bible- even if our human authority tells us to.  It is not about whether or not they deserve or have earned 
our respect. It is about whether God deserves our respect. Since the answer to that is “yes” that means we respect 
those whom He tells us to.  Anything less is disobedience to God.  

• Have you ever joined in making mean or disrespectful jokes about someone God has put in authority over you?  
How do think this verse applies to that? 

• Is it always easy to submit to authorities you disagree with?   
• Why do you think God expects us to submit even to ungodly authorities? 

Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Ask God to give you the grace to respect and submit to those He has put in authority over you. 
Song:  All the Earth 
Lyrics and Music:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mu3_APyG0yM 

Thursday, November 21– Sovereignty on Display 
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 25:9-12 
It is interesting how God chose to display His sovereignty. He had told Paul long before that he would testify before 
kings and Jesus had made it clear that would be fulfilled specifically in Rome. In the meantime, you have a bunch of 
bitter, hateful men doing their best to prevent the spread of the gospel by killing Paul. Notice how these men were 
nothing but pawns in God’s plan? Their determination to kill Paul is the very thing God uses to put His plan in 
motion and get Paul to Rome. Paul is on his way to Rome because he appealed his case to Caesar. Why did he appeal 
his case to Caesar? Because the Jews would not let go of their hate and desire to kill Paul.  I love the irony of this. The 
plan of the men to halt the spread of the gospel was the very plan God used to spread the gospel.  Today’s passage 
gives a crystal clear example of why we need not worry about the seeming success of wicked men and their plans. We 
live in a world in which it seems the wicked prosper in their schemes. We see injustice and unrighteousness 
everywhere. We see people who want to suppress the truth carry out their plans, and those who follow Christ are 
oppressed and persecuted. We must never lose sight of one thing- God is sovereign. Just as the Jews thought they 
were in control and had power, so do people today. And just as God planned to use the Jews to fulfill His own plan, 
so He still does with those in positions of power.  Daniel 4: 34-35 tells us, “At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored 
him who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to 
generation; all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the 
host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you 
done?”  There is no authority, government, king, ruler, or anyone else for that matter, who can prosper in their plans 
unless God has a plan for those plans. The most powerful rulers are still as nothing compared to God. As we see 
wickedness prosper, let us keep in mind that it is God who is still ultimately in charge, and no one can stop Him in 
what He chooses to do. 

• Can you think of something happening today that makes it seem that wicked men are in control and are winning?  
What should your response to that be?    

Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Ask God to help you trust Him and His plan for His glory. 
Song:  Be Glorified 
Lyrics and Music:  https://youtu.be/lK9zbl56tNI
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Friday, November 22– Prayers for Authorities 
Read Today’s Focus Verses: 1 Timothy 2:1-3        
God tells us in 1 Timothy 2:1-3, “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for all people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.  This is good, and pleases God our Savior…” Not only has God told to submit to those 
in authority over us, but He has also commanded that we should pray for them. There may be some in power 
that we disagree with or are ungodly in their lives and their leadership. This does not release us from our 
responsibility to pray for them. Perhaps it makes our prayer all the more necessary. We usually spend more 
time complaining about our authorities than we do praying for them. As Christians, this ought not to be. We, 
more than unbelievers, know that human leaders are in desperate need of God’s wisdom and guidance. We 
know they need to be guided by Biblical principles rather than worldly wisdom. Who is left to pray for them if 
we are spending our time complaining about and ridiculing them?  Let us take our privilege and duty seriously 
to pray for those God has put in authority over us.                   


• Do you spend more time complaining about or praying for your authorities? 
Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Take time to obey God and pray for those in authority over you! 
Song:  Behold Our God 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58&list=RDfXB8ihepUpE&index=6 

Saturday, November 23-  Prepare for Tomorrow 
Review Memory Verse 
Read: Acts 25:13-27 
Prayer: Ask God to prepare your heart and the heart of your family to hear the Word of God being 
proclaimed.  Pray that God will find you worshiping Him in both spirit and truth tomorrow. 
Song:  Show Us Christ 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gk2Y7WoM4h4   
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