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This Week’s Passage: Exodus  38 & 39 
Daily Memory Verse:  1 Peter 2:9

Monday, September 21- Not a Call to Come, But to Belong, Part One 
Read Today's Focus Verses:  Exodus 38:1, 8; 39:1 
In these verses in Exodus we read of the last things that were made for the tabernacle- the altar for burnt 
offerings, the bronze basin, and the priestly garments.  These were all the items that the priest would use in 
the worship of God.  The priests weren’t just your everyday Israelite.  The priests were set apart for service 
in the worship of God.  God laid out guidelines for the priests that made it clear that they were not like all 
the other Israelites.  They weren’t better than the others, just set apart as different.  They had special 
responsibilities that no other Israelite could do, but they also had special privileges that no other Israelite 
had.  So, how did one become a priest and get these special privileges?  Well, first, you had to choose to be 
born in the tribe of Levi.  Only men from the tribe of Levi could be priests.  What is that you say?  You can’t 
choose which family you are born into? Really?  That is exactly right.  The only way you could be born a 
Levite is if God chose for you to be born a Levite.  No one could boast about being born a Levite because it 
was never their doing in the first place, it was God.  God was in complete control of who would be eligible to 
be a part of the special priesthood set apart to serve Him. You couldn’t just choose to be a priest.  Aaron 
didn’t post on Facebook that the temple was looking for some priests and to PM him on Messenger or like, 
share, and comment on the post if you were interested. No, there was no call to come be a priest.  If you 
didn’t belong to the tribe of Levi, you couldn’t be a priest.  In other words, the call to be a priest wasn’t about 
coming, it was about belonging.  Not only was it about belonging and being set apart, it was also about being 
different.  The priests weren’t just set apart as priests, it was obvious to all those who saw them.  That is part 
of why God gave so many details for the priest’s garments.  When the priest was dressed in his priestly 
garments, there was no one else in the world that looked like him. So special were his clothes that he was 
different from all the world.  This is the same call God gives to all Christians- not a call to come, but to 
belong to Him and to be different because you belong to Him.  Not a call to simply come to church, but to 
belong to the Church.  We will spend some more time looking at what that really means later this week. 

• What do you think is the difference between coming to church and belonging to the Church?   
• How can a person show that they belong to the Church? 

Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Ask God by His grace to help you understand what it really means to belong to Him and to His 
Church. 
Song:  Behold Our God 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58 
Activity Page: High Priest Coloring page 

Wednesday, September 23– Not a Call to Come, But to Belong, Part Two 
Read Today's Focus Verses:  1 Peter 2:9 
A chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own possession.  Wow!  There is so much there 
we could spend weeks talking about it all- but we won’t.   Peter starts out by first saying we are a chosen race.  
The word he uses for race points to family, not simply ethnicity.  He says we are a chosen family.   Looking back 
at Genesis and Exodus we see a picture of what this means.  Out of all the families on the earth, God chose 
Abraham’s family to be His own special possession.  Abraham didn’t do anything to cause God to choose him; he 
was an idolater when God spoke to him (Joshua 4:2).  God chose to choose Abraham according to His own will 
and purpose (Ephesians 1:11).  Isaac and Jacob then were born to Abraham’s family and became a part of the 
chosen family.  They did absolutely nothing to become a part of the chosen family, God chose them to be born 
into the chosen family.  It is the same with us.  We are a chosen race, a chosen family.  We are part of the family 
of God because God chose to make us a part of His family.  No one forced Him to do it.  He was not obligated to 
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do it.  We did not earn it or deserve it.  God chose to choose us to be a part of His family!  How awesome is that?!  
That means no one can boast about being a part of the family, just like the Levites we talked about could not 
boast about in the only tribe that a priest could come from.  Speaking of Levites, Peter also says we are a royal 
priesthood.  We aren’t just in the family of God, we are set apart for serving and worshiping Him just like the 
Levites were- only better.  The Levites had to be at the temple to lead others in worshiping God.  We can point 
others to God and lead them to worship Him no matter where we are because wherever we go, God is with us!  As 
Christians, we are set apart from the rest of the world, just like the priests, for God alone.  Just as the priests were 
different from the rest of the world, we should be as well.  The way we talk to others, the way we treat others, the 
way we make decisions, should look different from how the world does all of those things. There should be an 
obvious difference between us and the world.  We belong to God and are set apart for Him because He chose for 
us to be so.  He didn’t call us to come to Him, He chose us to belong to Him. 

• Why is it hard to think of God choosing some to be His and not others? 
• Why is it so important that Christians be different from the rest of the world in how we talk to and treat 

other people?  How have you been different from the world this week?  How have you not been very 
different from the world this week? 

Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Thank God for giving you the special privilege of having His presence in your life all the time wherever 
you go and being able to meet with Him whenever you want. 
Song: As You Go 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evmfBQeNOfY  
Activity Page: 1 Peter 2:9 Crossword Puzzle (with Solution)

Friday, September 25– Not a Call to Come, But to Belong, Part Three 
Read Today's Focus Verses:  1 Peter 2:9 
So far we have seen that we are not called to come but to belong.  That means chosen to belong to God and 
called to belong to the family of God- the Church.  But why?  Other than because He wanted to, why did God 
choose us?  Today’s passage answers that question for us.  It is not so that we can be happy.  It is not so we 
can be wealthy or prosperous or always healthy.  The reason God called and chose us is so that we tell others 
how awesome He is.  Look at what it says: that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light.  God saved you so you could tell others about Him.  You were in 
darkness and God chose you and called out of that darkness into His marvelous, amazing, incredible light to 
be a part of His family!  How awesome is that!?  That means that if you aren’t telling people about Him, you 
aren’t doing the very thing God called you to do.  You aren’t being who God called you to be.  It is hard 
sometimes to tell others about God.  We may get made fun of or bullied.  We might never be part of the “in-
crowd”.  Even with all of that, though, God is worth it.  He is worth giving everything up because one day, 
even those who make fun of you and bully you and exclude because you stand up for God, will see, because of 
your good works, that He is worthy to be glorified.  Don’t believe me?  Just read verses 10-12 of today’s 
passage.  In the end it will al be worth it, because in the end, God wins, and that means we win, too!  
Remember, we are not called to come to church, God calls us to belong to the Church! 

• How are you proclaiming the excellencies of Hm who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light? 

• Who have you told this week?  Who will you tell next week?   
Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Take time now to pray for by name the person or people you are going to talk to next week about how 
awesome God is and what He has done for you! 
Song: As You Go 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evmfBQeNOfY  
Activity Page: 1 Peter 2:9 Coloring Page 

Saturday, September 26- Prepare for Tomorrow 
Review Memory Verse 
Read: Exodus 40 
Prayer: Ask God to prepare your heart and the heart of your family to hear the Word of God being 
proclaimed.  Pray that God will find you worshiping Him in both spirit and truth tomorrow. 
Song:  Show Us Christ 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gk2Y7WoM4h4   
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