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Tuesday, July 9– The Purpose of All
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 19:3-4                
Paul tells these disciples of John the Baptist that John’s baptism, in fact his whole ministry had one purpose and 
one purpose only- to point people to Jesus!  That sums up the purpose of John the Baptist. In Matthew 3:1-12, Mark 
1:4-8, Luke 3:15-17, and John 1:19-34,  John the Baptist makes clear that he is inferior to Christ and that he wants 
people to look to Jesus for who He is- God’s promised Messiah.  In John 5 Jesus tells the Pharisees that the whole 
point of the Old Testament s to point us to Jesus, and it goes without saying the whole of the New Testament is to 
point us to Jesus.  When it comes down to it, the point of it all is to point us to Jesus.  It is all to glorify Him.  In Jn. 
17:24 He even says that He wants us in Heaven with Him so that we may see His glory.  If the purpose of the whole 
Bible and the ministry of those in it is to point us to Jesus, what should be the purpose of our actions and words?  
That is right- to point people to Jesus.  Our words and our actions, just like those of the people in the Bible, can be 
used by God in tremendous ways to point people to Jesus so that they too can see Him in His glory when we all go 
to Heaven.  The question is, is this your overriding motivation?  Are you motivated by personal gain in your words 
and actions or are you motivated by making Jesus known among those around you?  Let us make the primary 
purpose of all things our primary purpose!

• How does your life show that Jesus is the primary purpose in what you say and do?  Or does it?  If it doesn’t, 
what needs to happen to make it so?

Review memory verse.  
Prayer: Ask God for the grace needed to make sure your thoughts, actions, and words point people to Jesus.
Song:  In Christ Alone
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWiFYJMGas0 

This Week’s Passage: Acts 19:1-10 
Daily Memory Verse: Acts 19:5

Monday, July 8– The Almost Christian
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 19:1-2
Have you ever known a person who just seemed so close to being a Christian but there was something missing?  That 
is what we find here.  We are introduced to some disciples in Ephesus.  Now, when they are called disciples, does this 
mean these are Christians?  Not necessarily.  In the Gospels we are introduced to disciples of John the Baptist and 
even disciples of the Pharisees; the term disciple was not always used to speak specifically of disciples of Jesus.  One 
thing that gives us a clue to whose disciples these were is in the next verse (which we will look at more tomorrow) when 
they say they have been baptized in the baptism of John.  These were almost assuredly disciples of John the Baptist.  
They would have known of the need for repentance before God to be prepared for God’s promised Messiah.  Of Jesus, 
though, they would have had little or no knowledge.  There was something about them, their speech and actions, that 
made Paul take notice.  They were people who had a sincere desire to honor God and believed in what the Scriptures 
said about Him.  There was just something missing though, that prompted Paul to ask his question.  If Paul had not 
asked his question, these men would have gone through life as Almost Christians.  And the eternal destiny of Almost 
Christians is the same as those who are not even close to being a Christian.  It doesn’t matter how close a person is to 
being a Christian- if they aren’t, they aren’t.  This is why we should never shy away from telling even good people who 
say they believe in God, but have no Christian fruit, about Jesus.  We never know when we may be used by God to help 
someone leave their “Almost Christianity” behind to be true Christians.  

• Who do you know who is a good person and may even say they believe in God but have no Christian fruit in their 
lives?  Would you be willing to talk to them about their beliefs?  How? When?  

Review memory verse.  
Prayer: Ask God to help you be bold enough and loving enough to talk to the person you answered the discussion 
question with.  
Song:  In Christ Alone
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWiFYJMGas0  
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Wednesday, July 10– The Savior of All
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 19:5-7                  
As we saw yesterday, Jesus is the purpose of it all.  And there is a good reason for that.  As Paul is talking to 
these disciples of John the Baptist (JB) it comes clear that they have not actually put their trust in Jesus yet.  They 
followed JB’s teachings but had no knowledge of Jesus, just like Apollos.   When Paul told them about Jesus it 
says that they were baptized in the name of Jesus.  When this happened the Holy Spirit came and indwelled them 
as He does all believers when they first believe (Ephesians 1:13).  These were good men.  They were devout 
men.  They followed and lived according to the teaching of the greatest prophet (Mt. 11:11) Israel ever had.  They 
trusted in God’s promises for a Messiah.  But all of this was not enough.  More was necessary than being good, 
devout men.  More was needed than trusting that God would follow through on His promises.  They needed to 
trust the Promise Himself.  Acts 4:12 tells us, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  Philippians 2:9-10 also says, “Therefore God 
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow,   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  The reason Jesus is the purpose of all is because He is the Savior 
of all.  It is in His name alone that salvation is found and it is at His name alone that all creation will bow down.  As 
these disciples of John the Baptist discovered, they needed more than just repentance, they needed a Savior.  
The One who saved them, Jesus Christ, is the only one who can save anyone.  This is why it is so important that 
we make Him the point of all we do so that others will also hear of Him and find their salvation in Him.  

• Why did the Father exalt Jesus to the highest place and give Him a name above every name?  (Hint: look at 
Philippians 2:6-8)

• When did the disciples of John the Baptist get saved?  (When they put their trust in Jesus)
Review memory verse.  
Prayer: Thank God for fulfilling His promise of a Savior in the One and Only Jesus Christ.
Song:  Behold Our God
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58&list=RDGqrli3Lkf58&index=1 

Thursday, July 11– To Make Disciples 
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 19:8-9
In Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus tells His disciples the they are, in turn, to make other disciples.  Notice He doesn’t call 
us to simply lead people to a faith in Him.  He calls us to make disciples. This means that leading a person to 
Christ is only the beginning.  A disciple is someone who devotes themselves to the teachings and beliefs of a 
particular teacher.  A disciples aim is to become like their teacher- in this case, Jesus.  Since Jesus isn’t physically 
here to make disciples, He has given that privilege to us.  Through us, He can take a sinner and make them like 
Himself- pleasing to His Father.  Paul took this privilege and responsibility seriously.  That is why when he left the 
synagogue to go elsewhere to teach, he didn’t leave spiritual orphans behind.  He took the disciples with him to 
continue helping them grow in their new faith.  We need to take this command of Jesus seriously as well and see 
it for the privilege that it is.  By God’s grace we can have a hand in helping a person become a strong, vibrant 
Christian who will in turn be used by God to make other disciples.  What an incredible privilege we have!

• How have you made use of the privilege and responsibility you have to make disciples for Jesus? 
• Have you looked for opportunities to make disciples?  Why or why not?  

Review memory verse.  
Prayer: Ask God to help you fulfill Jesus’ command to make disciples.
Song:  How Great is Our God
Lyrics and Music:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKLQ1td3MbE 
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Friday, July 12– One Place at a Time
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 19:10             
As a result of Paul’s ministry all of Asia heard the Gospel.  How did Paul manage this?  Notice something about 
this passage.  It says “this” continued for two years.  What is the “this” this is referring to?  Paul’s ministry in 
Ephesus.  Paul was in Ephesus for two years and as a result of him being in Ephesus, all of Asia heard the 
gospel.  As awesome as Paul was, he was just a man.  He could not be in more than one place at a time.  So, 
how did he reach all of Asia if he was in Ephesus?  He didn’t; he couldn’t.  He couldn’t possibly have reached all of 
Asia himself.  This means that as he continued making disciples in Ephesus, they in turn went out from Ephesus 
and took the gospel to all of Asia.  It was those he lead to the Lord and discipled that God used to do the work of 
ministry.  It is no mistake that it was to the Church at Ephesus that Paul wrote, “And he gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ…” (Eph. 4:11-12).  This church would have known from intimate experience what it meant for 
them to be equipped by spiritual leadership to go out and do the work of ministry.  If left to Paul, all of Asia would 
have never heard the Gospel.  It was because the Ephesian Christians seized on the opportunity to be equipped 
for ministry and then went out and did it that all of Asia was impacted with the Gospel.

• How are you making use of the opportunities the church gives you to be equipped for ministry?
• Are looking for opportunities to make sure the gospel is spread to all your area?

Review memory verse.  
Prayer: Ask God to help you be equipped for ministry and to do the ministry you are equipped to do.
Song:  All I Have is Christ
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0vfz5lr37g&list=RDGqrli3Lkf58&index=7 

Saturday, June 13-  Prepare for Tomorrow
Review Memory Verse
Read: Acts 19:11-20
Prayer: Ask God to prepare your heart and the heart of your family to hear the Word of God being proclaimed.  
Pray that God will find you worshiping Him in both spirit and truth tomorrow.
Song:  Show Us Christ
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gk2Y7WoM4h4  
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