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This Week’s Passage: Acts 8:9-25 
This Week’s Memory Verse: Acts 8:12

Monday, July 2– Shaky Ground

Read: Acts 8:9-25.                             Read Today's Focus Verses: Acts 8:9-11                    

The people were so amazed at the things that Simon did that they didn’t question anything.  If he could perform 
these wonderful acts- these miracles- than he must be from God.   It seems silly to us that the people could be 
fooled so thoroughly by this man that they called him the Great Power of God.  It shows us the danger of holding 
a person in esteem simply because of what they can do without questioning anything.  While God still deals in 
miracles, the ability to do miracles is no measure of godliness.  There are people in the church today who have 
large followings of people because of the miracles they can do.  They distort and twist the Bible to their own 
benefit and teach heretical doctrines, but because they do amazing things people follow them and never 
question them on their teaching.  We have to make sure that no matter how miraculous the deeds of a person 
may be or how miraculous their experiences may be that we always take what they say back to the Word of God 
to determine if they are really from God.  We will always be on shaky ground if we trust in miracles and 
experiences apart from the Word of God.                                           	 	 	 	          


• Why do you think that people are so willing to follow a person because of what they can do even if their 
teaching dose not line up with the Word of God?


• Why do you think it so important to be able to compare a person’s words with the Word of God?

Review memory verse.  

Prayer: Thank God for giving us His Word so that we can know with certainty what is true and what comes from 
Him.  

Song:  Thy Word

Lyrics and Music:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ycs23FQDRI   

   

Tuesday, July 3– When Good Isn’t Good Anymore

Read: Acts 8:9-25                              Read Today's Focus Verses: Acts 8:12-13                   

It says in today’s passage that Philip preached about the Kingdom of God and about Jesus Christ.  It calls this 
good news.  Unfortunately, in today’s culture this isn’t considered good news.  The message of the gospel flies 
in the face of today’s permissive society where anything goes except for telling people that not anything goes.  
To proclaim a message that says there is salvation by no other than Jesus Christ is not tolerated in our “tolerant” 
society.  We have to remember that the world, however, does not define what is right or good- God does.  If God 
calls something good than it is good no matter what anyone else has to say.  That means that we can be bold in 
declaring the gospel because we know that it is good news for a world that desperately needs true good news.  
When we have good news for someone we are usually eager to tell it to them.  How eager are you to tell others 
about the kingdom of God and about Jesus?  Let us remember that God has given us an incredible privilege in 
telling people about Jesus and may we be as excited about telling other people this truly good news as we are 
about all the other stuff in this life that passes as good news.

				•	What are some things the world calls good that God says are not good?  		

      What are some things God calls good that the world says are not good?

• What is evidence in your life that you are excited about the good news of Jesus?


Review memory verse.  

Prayer: Ask God to help you see things the way He does.  

Song:  Good, Good Father

Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ak0OoFBw3c 
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Wednesday, July 4– Unity of the Spirit 

Read: Acts 8:9-25                             Read Today's Focus Verses: Acts 8:14-17

The account of the Samaritan believers receiving the Holy Spirt only after Peter and John show up has caused 
quite a bit of controversy.  Do believers receive the Holy Spirit at salvation or is there a second work we must 
receive?  Why would God do things this way?  Well, keep in mind that Acts is a transitional book, which means 
there are things that happen in Acts that are not the normal pattern for how God works, but He had a great 
purpose for why He did those things at that time.  This most likely s one of those things. Up to this time there 
was great animosity between the Jews and the Samaritans.  They were separated by ethnicity and by worship.  
They both claimed to worship the one true God but in different ways.  Now imagine that the Samaritan people 
receive Christ apart from any authority from the apostles.  They would already have generations of practice of 
having a separate religious system from the Jews and not recognizing the authority of Jerusalem.  That most 
likely would be transferred over to the new Church springing up in Samaria.  They would consider themselves 
separate form the Church in Jerusalem and possibly not even under the authority of the apostles in Jerusalem.  
By withholding the Holy Spirit until the laying on of hands of 

the apostles God preserved the unity of His Church.  He helped the Church in Jerusalem, through Peter and 
John visiting, see that the Samaritan believers were part of them.  He also helped the Samaritan believers see 
that the apostles were God’s chosen men to lead the Church and as part of the Church they were under that 
authority.  God showed both Jews and Samaritans that His Church is one Church, one Body. 

• Why do you think unity is so important in the Church?

• What are some things you think could cause disunity in the Church?

• What part can you play in preserving the unity of the Church?    

Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Ask God to preserve the unity of the Church and what part you can play in doing that.  

Song:  Even So Come

Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4s0Zb189Sco    


Thursday, July 5– Harsh!

Read: Acts 8:9-25                                 Read Today's Focus Verses: Acts 8:15-24                    

Peter minces no words here.  He says to Simon, “May your silver perish with you…”  He pulls no punches in his 
condemnation of what Simon does.  Some people may think, “Well, that was kind of harsh, Peter”.  Sometimes 
the truth will sound harsh no matter how we say it.  We should always say it in love, but when the truth calls 
someone to account for their words or actions it may seem harsh especially to the one being called to account.  
Like Peter, and even more so, like Jesus, we cannot shy away from telling people the truth even when it seems 
harsh.  Rather than it being unloving to do so, it is actually the most loving thing to do.  A wake-up call isn’t 
always pleasant, but it is sometimes very necessary.  May we love people enough to use the words necessary, in 
love, to help them see where they truly stand with God.  After all, Simon would have gone on in his false security 
and false view of God if it weren’t for Peter’s very forthright words.  If we truly love people we will not let a fear of 
offending them keep us from telling them the truth, even if it does sound harsh.


	•	Why do you think we are sometimes more worried about offending a person than we are for their spiritual 
state?


Review memory verse.  

Prayer: Ask God to give you the grace to tell the truth in love.

Song:  Blessed Assurance

Lyrics and Music:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDeiy9-t2GE 
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Friday, July 6– As You Go

Read: Acts 8:9-25                                   Read Today's Focus Verses: Acts 8:25                    

Peter and John were in Samaria specifically to visit Philip and see the work he was doing.  Once they had done 
so they returned returned to Jerusalem.  Do you notice what the passage says though?  It says that they 
returned to Jerusalem preaching in many villages of the Samaritans.  They did not come to Samaria on a 
missions trip for the purpose of preaching the gospel in Samaria, but neither were they going to miss out on the 
opportunity before them as they made their way back to Jerusalem.  They didn’t say to themselves, “Let’s just 
get back to Jerusalem and get back to the work God has called us to do”.  They knew that the larger work God 
had called them to was to be witnesses wherever they found themselves to be; to preach the gospel as they 
went.  They saw that as they were traveling back to Jerusalem they had gospel opportunities and they made the 
best of the opportunities that God gave them.  Sometimes we get so intent on the purpose of our comings and 
goings that we lose sight of the larger purpose God has for all of our life- preaching the gospel as He gives 
opportunity.  We should always be aware and on the lookout for whatever opportunities God gives us to fulfill the 
purpose of His call on our lives- to proclaim the excellencies of Him who called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light!


• What can you do to be more aware of the opportunities you have to preach the gospel to those around 
you?    


Review memory verse.  

Prayer: Thank God for giving you opportunities to preach the gospel and ask Him to help you see those 
opportunities when they arise.  

Song:  As You Go

Lyrics and Music:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evmfBQeNOfY  

Saturday, July 7-  Prepare for Tomorrow 
Review Memory Verse 
Read: Acts 8:26-40

Prayer: Ask God to prepare your heart and the heart of your family to hear the Word of God being proclaimed.  
Pray that God will find you worshiping Him in both spirit and truth tomorrow.

Song:  As You Go

Lyrics and Music:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evmfBQeNOfY 
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