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Tuesday, May 21– The Purpose
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 17:3
Have you ever heard of apologetics?  Christian apologetics is the practice of learning and explaining why you 
believe what you believe.  We kind of covered that yesterday.  There are many Christians who have a love of 
apologetics and studying all the evidence for the Christian faith.  They often use logic and scientific evidence as part 
of their arguments for the truth of Christianity.  They also often are good debaters when speaking with other people.  
These are all good traits and practices.  However, it can become “not-so-good” if they lose sight of the purpose of 
apologetics.  Paul was engaging in apologetics in the synagogue.  However, his point isn’t just to prove that he was 
right.  It was to [proclaim Christ to those who need Him.  Sometimes people get wrapped up in being right.  We may 
defend our beliefs just to prove we are right.  This isn’t why God gave us His Word or all the evidence there is in the 
world for the truth of Christianity.  God didn’t give us His Word and logic so we could prove ourselves right and 
everyone else wrong.  He gave us all these things so that we could proclaim Christ as Paul did here.  If we are 
content with winning an argument but not a soul, we are content with the wrong thing.    

• Do you think you can use the Bible to explain the Gospel to someone?  Why or why not?
• If you answered “No” to the above question, what are you going to do so that you can “Yes”?  

Review memory verse.  
Prayer: Ask God to help you use His Word to proclaim Christ and not  just to proclaim how right you are.  
Song:  For the Cause
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHuLOdZdqs8&list=RDGqrli3Lkf58&index=19 
 

This Week’s Passage: Acts 17:1-9 
Daily Memory Verse: Acts 17:3

Monday, May 20– Not Blind Faith
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 17:1-2
Have you ever heard the phrase, “That’s just blind faith”?  It means that somebody is choosing to believe 
something without ever thinking it through or having any evidence for why they think their particular belief is 
correct.  Today’s passage tells us that Paul reasoned with the Jews.  To reason with someone is to talk with them 
and walk them through all the logical reasons why your position or belief is the valid one.  Paul did this using the 
Scriptures.  Paul wasn’t championing a blind faith.  He was presenting a faith that was based on well thought out 
points found in Scripture.  There are many other places where reason and understanding are uplifted. To state the 
point simply, God created humans with the ability to think and reason, and God expects us to use the gift He has 
given us. Remember that at its core the goal of reason and logic is to find truth, and Jesus made the bold claim 
that He is truth (John 14:6), so reason and logic should lead us to Jesus every time.  We are expected to act in 
faith on God’s promises just as Abraham did, but we do that from a position of trust based on all the knowledge 
we have of God. Abraham followed God’s order based on his faith that God would keep His promise to raise up a 
nation through Isaac. Abraham had learned that God would keep His promises through a lifetime of walking with 
God, so this was a reasoned and informed faith.  There will be times in our walk with God that we will act purely 
on faith because we do not have the whole picture, as in the case of Abraham. However this faith is not blind; it is 
based on knowledge of God’s nature and character, His promises in the Scriptures, and our personal experience 
walking with God every day.

• Can you think of a time when you explained something to someone using the Bible?  Share if you can.
• Why do you think we sometimes find it hard to reason with people using the Bible?

Review memory verse.  
Prayer: Ask God to help you make use of His Word in helping people to understand the Gospel.  
Song:  Show Us Christ
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gk2Y7WoM4h4&list=RDGqrli3Lkf58&index=14 
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Wednesday, May 22– Joined
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 17:4                   
It says here that those who believed joined Paul and Silas. What does it mean to join something?  We may often 
think of something like joining a club.  You join a club and share a common interest with the other members as far 
as the purpose of the club goes.  Outside of the club you may not have much in common with the other members 
or even interact with them much.  The word used for “joined” in this passage goes much deeper than joining a 
club.  It means to attach yourself to something and identify yourself with it.  Most people who are part of the Lion’s 
Club don’t identify themselves by their membership in the Lion’s Club; it isn’t where they find their identity.  
Today’s passage tells us that those who believed identified themselves with Paul and Silas.  This tells us much 
about the Body of Christ and the fellowship of believers.  It transcends those things that may bring men together 
in a common cause, but not give them a common identity.  In Christ we have a common identity- that thing that 
defines who we are, not just what we do or who we hang out with.  Because of this we are naturally joined 
together and should desire to fellowship with one another and work and serve with one another.  There are some 
who excuse their skipping of church by sayin you don’t need to attend church to be a Christian.  While technically 
correct, in addition to other Biblical problems with that statement, a person who has no desire to attach himself to 
other Christians, as theses did in today’s passage, may also be a person who has never actually experienced the 
regenerating work of the Holy Spirit.  The result of these Thessalonians believing was that they joined themselves 
with Paul and Silas.  They joined themselves with other believers a s a result of their salvation.  Should the same 
not be true of us when we claim to have believed the Gospel?

• Why do you think it is so important to be part of a church?
• How have you joined ourself to other believers besides just being at church on Sunday morning?

Review memory verse.  
Prayer: Thank God for giving you other believers to be a part of.
Song:  All Creatures of Our God and King
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUZD0hgtSgE&list=RDGqrli3Lkf58&index=4 

Thursday, May 23– Upside Down 
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 17:5-6
These men have turned the world upside down! In making this accusation they actually gave an unintended 
compliment to the effectiveness of God’s work through Paul and Silas. To complain that the Christians were 
turning the world upside down was to say, “these men have radically impacted our world and nothing seems the 
same.” God willing and blessing, people would say such things about the effectiveness of Christians today!  Jesus 
did not come only to be our teacher, but to turn our world upside-down. The powerful and the eminent of this world 
are at the top of the power pyramid and look down on the weak and insignificant; but Jesus comes and turns that 
pyramid around and says, “If you want to come to Me, you have to come like a little child.” As Paul says, God has 
chosen the foolish and weak things of the world to confound the wise (1 Cor. 1:27), and so God turns the world’s 
power-pyramid upside down.  Actually, God was working through Paul and Silas to turn the world right side-up 
again. But when you yourself are upside-down, the other direction appears to be upside-down!

• How are you living out your faith in such a way that you are turning the world upside down?  What can you do 
to start? 

Review memory verse.  
Prayer: Ask God to use you to turn this world right side up again.
Song:  Behold Our God
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58&list=RDGqrli3Lkf58&index=1 
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Friday, May 24– The Danger of Jealousy
Read Today’s Focus Verses: Acts 17:7-9               
It was already stated back in verse 5 that the motivation of these Jews was jealousy, pure and simple.  There are 
several reasons why human jealousy is wrong.  Let’s look at one reason today: jealousy is dangerous.  In verse 7 
the Jews are making their case by saying that Paul and Silas are acting against Caesar and teaching allegiance to 
a different King.  Basically, the Jews are saying, “We are upset because these men are teaching that we should be 
allegiant to a king other than Caesar.”  This was the most utterly ridiculous and hypocritical statement a devout 1st 
century Jew could make.  Israel was one of the most rebellious colonies in the Roman Empire specifically 
because they considered God their ultimate ruler and not Caesar (a least in belief if not in reality).  So, for a 
devout Jew, which these men would have been, to declare he was upset that Caesar wasn’t getting his due was to 
betray everything that made him a Jew; it was to acknowledge that Caesar was his king.  Why would these men 
make such outlandish accusations that went against everything they said they believed and stood for?  Because 
they were jealous.  That is one of the greatest dangers of jealousy.  It will convince us to say and do things that 
otherwise we would never even consider saying or doing.  We will betray what we know to be right and good if it 
means getting the upper hand over the person we are jealous of.  We will find ourselves getting deeper into sin 
just to get back at the person who has roused our jealousy.  Jealousy is like a strong river whose current will carry 
us along once we dive in.  It will take us farther than we intended to go.

• Have you ever been jealous of someone?  How did you handle it?
• Why do you think we get jealous of other people?

Review memory verse.  
Prayer: Ask God to help you be content with what He has given you and where He has you in life.
Song:  All I Have is Christ
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0vfz5lr37g&list=RDGqrli3Lkf58&index=7 

Saturday, May 25-  Prepare for Tomorrow
Review Memory Verse
Read: Acts 17:10-15
Prayer: Ask God to prepare your heart and the heart of your family to hear the Word of God being proclaimed.  
Pray that God will find you worshiping Him in both spirit and truth tomorrow.
Song:  Show Us Christ
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gk2Y7WoM4h4  
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