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Tuesday, January 21– Normal, Not Superstar 
Read Today's Focus Verses:  Titus 1:7-8 
In today’s passage, Paul is laying out some of the characteristics that mark a man out as elder material. Some people 
tend to think of elders as those that have this list of qualifications they must live up to and then there is the everyday 
Christian. Nothing is further from the truth. Read through the list again. Is it ok for anyone to be arrogant or quick-
tempered? No. Is it ok for anyone to be a drunkard, violent, or greedy? No. This isn’t a list of superstar Christian 
qualities a man must have to be an elder. Paul is laying out the description of a Christian. He is saying that an elder 
must be a bonafide, practicing, growing, Christ-like Christian with lifestyle evidence to prove it. Part of being this 
genuine Christian is the practice of hospitality. What an interesting thing to say. Evidence of being a genuine 
Christian is the practice of hospitality. We talked yesterday about hospitality being a love for strangers. Scripture 
doesn’t leave it only there, however. Romans 12:13 says we should also show hospitality to our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. So, whether to strangers or to those you go to church with, hospitality should be one thing we regularly do. It 
isn’t something that superstar Christians do. It is something that every Christian should be doing. It is one of the 
things that is evidence of our faith in God.   

• Why do you think God makes showing hospitality one of the things that shows we are Christians? 
• How do you think a lack of hospitality affects a church? 
• Have you recently had another family from church over to your house? 
• What family could you invite over for a meal this week? 

Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Ask God to bless your fellowship time as you show hospitality to another person or family from church. 
Song:  As You Go 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evmfBQeNOfY  

This Week’s Passage: Acts 28:11-16 
Daily Memory Verse: Acts 28:15

Monday, January 20– Love of Strangers 
Read Today's Focus Verses:  Acts 28:11-14 
After staying on Malta for three months, the soldiers and prisoners set sail once more. They eventually found their 
way to a place called Puteoli. Puteoli was a coastal city about 130 miles from Rome; this would be Paul’s last major 
stop before arriving in Rome itself. It says that when they arrived there, they found some brothers who invited 
them to stay with them for seven days. Imagine a group of people showing up in your town and you ask them to 
stay at your house for a week! We know that Paul wasn’t traveling alone; he had at least Luke and Aristarchus with 
him. So, these fellow Christians in Puteoli meet these three strangers and invite them into their homes. What a 
fantastic display of brotherly love! This is the second account in this chapter about Paul being on the receiving end 
of hospitality. The first time was on Malta when they were shipwrecked. This time, however, it was fellow 
Christians exercising hospitality. Hospitality is a hallmark of Christianity. While those who are not Christians 
show hospitality to strangers (as those in Malta), it should be the norm for Christians. The word “hospitality” 
means “love of strangers.” That means inviting people into your home to share a meal or even to stay for a while 
isn’t just a nice thing to do- it is an act of love. We are commanded to love others just as Jesus loves us (Jn. 13:34). 
An excellent way to demonstrate that love is to provide a meal or shelter for those who could use the 
demonstration of Christ-like love in their lives.   

• Have you ever shown hospitality to a stranger?  What was their response? 
• What are some of the positive results that could come from you showing hospitality? 

Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Ask God to help you demonstrate a true love for strangers whenever He gives you the opportunity.   
Song:  As You Go 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evmfBQeNOfY  

Parts of this week’s Household Worship Guide are adapted from                                 
Practicing Hospitality: The Joy of Serving Others by Pat Ennis 
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Wednesday, January 22– My Pleasure 
Read Today's Focus Verses:  1 Peter 4:8-10 
Peter is encouraging his fellow Christians to love each other earnestly. That means he wants them to love each 
other sincerely and intensely- no wishy-washy sentimental feelings here. It is to be a love that doesn't diminish 
because emotions go up and down. It is to be a genuine love for one another. What is one way Peter says this one 
will show itself? He says, "Show hospitality to one another without grumbling." Grumbling means we are 
complaining or critical. Grumbling is very easy to do while extending hospitality.  For example, the extra money 
spent on food, a guest who is late, or a guest who does not express gratitude can tempt us to murmur a word of 
complaint - before, during, or after the event. However, if we are grumbling in any way, either outwardly with our 
words or inwardly in our heart, we are responding in a sinful way to the command to "show hospitality to one 
another." Sins such as selfishness, laziness, and pride can creep into our hospitality. Sinful responses tarnish the 
joy in practicing hospitality. The opposite of an attitude marked by grumbling is one that is cheerful, happy, or 
kind. These latter attributes paint a picture of a person who is joyful about practicing hospitality as well as a 
willing giver of hospitality.  Hospitality ultimately is a form of giving. Second Cor. 9:7 says, "Each one must give as 
he has decided in his heart - not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver." As a cheerful 
giver, we offer hospitality without reluctance. We do not mind the sacrifices involved because we are willingly 
giving. We do not extend hospitality out of obligation, but rather, we practice hospitality because of the joy we 
experience in giving. We freely and voluntarily give. Viewing hospitality as a form of giving helps eliminate 
expectations of receiving anything in return for the sacrifices made. Embracing the inconveniences, sacrificing our 
time or energy, and focusing on meeting the needs of others before our own, are all a part of our giving. 

• How is showing hospitality a way to show sincere and intense love? 
• Do you get excited about having people over to your house?  Why or why not? 

Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Ask God to help you view hospitality as a joyful experience of giving to the glory of God. 
Song:  As You Go 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evmfBQeNOfY

Thursday, January 23– Loving, Not Entertaining 
Read Today's Focus Verses:  Romans 12:13 
I have watched hundreds, if not thousands, of movies. I am a movie geek! I can name actors and directors and who 
has worked with who in what movie all day. One thing all of those people who have entertained me have in 
common is that none of them love me — not a single one. You can entertain someone and never love them. 
Sometimes, we get hospitality mixed up with entertaining. We think that if we are going to extend hospitality to 
someone, we have to go all out- get out the fancy dishes, pick out a few card games, get the house in magazine-
cover readiness, and then, and only then, are we ready to have the person over. That is called entertaining. 
Remember, the word “hospitality” means “love of strangers” not “entertainment of strangers.” Hospitality is one 
practical method for demonstrating our love for both God and others. We are to embrace the command to practice 
hospitality cheerfully and without complaint (1 Pet. 4:9). Understanding the biblical definition of hospitality as 
loving strangers and meeting the needs of others is critical to the success of practicing hospitality. Embracing a 
biblical definition of hospitality prevents us from becoming “Christian event planners” or “entertainers.” It also 
gets rid of much of the pressure we often feel while extending hospitality because biblical hospitality is simply 
“love in action.” A couple of corn dogs and some macaroni and cheese served on paper plates given with love is 
ever more cherished by the guest than the juiciest of steaks served on the finest china given with a reluctant and 
grumbling heart.  

• Why do you think we often fall into the trap of thinking everything must be perfect when we invite someone 
over? 

• In your own words, describe the difference between entertaining and hospitality. 
Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Ask God to help you focus on loving others and not entertaining them. 
Song:  As You Go 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evmfBQeNOfY
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Friday, January 24– Encouraged 
Read Today's Focus Verses:  Acts 28:15-16 
Forum of Appias? Three Taverns? What is the big deal that some folks came to visit Paul? Why was he so 
encouraged by this? Why did Luke need to tell us about where they met? Well, one reason may be that the 
Forum of Appias was over 40 miles from Rome, and Three Taverns was a little over 30 miles from Rome. I 
Paul’s day, this was no simple trip. These were round trips that would take 4-5 days. Yet, when the Christians 
in Rome heard that Paul was coming, they made the long journey to welcome him to their home city of 
Rome. They knew Paul from his letters, especially the one he sent to them telling them how he wished to visit 
him. And now, after years of longing to see them, they came to see him. Oh, what the love we show our fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ can do! He thanked God for their love and encouragement to him. My brothers 
and sisters, endeavor to show that love to each other. The love they showed Paul was one that was willing to 
make a sacrifice to demonstrate that love. They could have easily waited in Rome for Paul to arrive, but they 
wanted to see him. He was their brother! May we have the same eagerness to see each other and spend time 
with one another! This is the heart for each other that fuels hospitality and glorifies God as we love each 
other as Jesus loved us! 

• Do you eagerly look forward to Sunday to see your brothers and sisters in Christ? 
• What is one thing you can do to foster that love?  (investing in people through hospitality helps develop 

relationships that in turn create heart felt care and love for each other) 
Review memory verse.   
Prayer: Ask God to help you develop a love for your fellow Christians that serves and encourages them! 
Song:  As You Go 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evmfBQeNOfY 

Saturday, January 25- Prepare for Tomorrow   
Review Memory Verse 
Read: Acts 28:17-24 
Prayer: Ask God to prepare your heart and the heart of your family to hear the Word of God being 
proclaimed.  Pray that God will find you worshiping Him in both spirit and truth tomorrow. 
Song:  Show Us Christ 
Lyrics and Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gk2Y7WoM4h4   
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