
God’s Gonna Win!
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, week 1

A Different Kind of Sermon

For the next several weeks we are going to have a different kind of message. We’re going to 
take a verse-by-verse look at the most controversial book of the Bible—perhaps of all time. And 
although we will spend a great deal of time here, I’m going to tip my hand and teach you all you 
need to know to understand this mysterious book. 

Are you ready? Here goes: 
GOD’S GONNA WIN.

That’s it. 

That is all this book is trying to 
say. That is all you need to 
understand every line. If you run 
across anything that looks 
obscure or confusing, you are 
looking too close. In this book, 
good is very good. Bad is very 
bad, so we don’t get confused. 

And so what do you suppose 
we do? That’s right: we get 
confused. Let’s begin by talking 

about some of that confusion. 



NOT Appearing in This Study

We could spend years talking about misconceptions about the book of Revelation. We will not 
meet the Antichrist in this book. That term does not appear here. Neither will we be discussing 
the “rapture." Both of these are valid studies for another time and place but they are not in this 
book. We will have plenty to do by trying to cover what the book does say. Let's address one 
more misconception about Revelation:

The Book of Revelation is NOT Difficult

There is a very common misperception that the book 
of Revelation is written in some secret code that is 
meant to be difficult, a code which can interpreted 
only by great scholars. This is simply not so.

How do we know this? First, the book tells us so. 
The title is, "The Revelation of Jesus Christ." To 
reveal is to make clear; not to obscure. The Greek 
word for revelation is apocalypse. This word literally 
means, "to unveil." 

The Latin word for veiling, hiding, or obscuring is, 
"occult." 

But this is the revelation of Jesus Christ, not the 
occult of Jesus Christ. 

Those who say the book is full of hidden secrets 
would do well to remember this

Looking for Justice

One thing this book does reveal is God’s plan for 
justice. 

In the cruel days of Rome, folks lost hope that God 
could ever make things right in this world. Justice 
had been skewed too much. Too many innocents 
had been slaughtered. There had to be another way. 
God would have to intervene and destroy this wicked 

world, creating a new world where the righteous would be rewarded for their faithfulness and the 
wicked would at last suffer the pain they deserved.

But even if God will do that SOMEDAY, it does us precious little good TODAY. What does God 
say to those of us who suffer today?  



First, Evil is real, and it is powerful

Evil (the devil, Satan, darkness, etc.) is almost as 
powerful as God. Good and evil are locked in a 
cosmic wrestling match, and good will ultimately win
—but not without a fight. The forces of human 
history are reflections of that cosmic wrestling 
match. Some days good gains the upper hand and 
all is well for those who are on God’s side. Some 
days evil gains the upper hand, and those who are 

on God’s hand suffer—not because they have done 
anything wrong, but simply because they are on God’s side.

The final outcome of this war is not in doubt. Those who are on God’s side must continue to 
battle for good, so that they can enjoy the reward of the faithful. Some days that faithfulness will 
be rewarded in this life. On other days, the good will suffer because of their faithfulness. Either 
way, they must press on until the day of final victory.

The book of Revelation makes that ultimate victory perfectly clear.

The Sources of Confusion

Then why is there so much confusion over this 
book? 

We can identify three primary reasons.

First, you need a little background information. 
Things that would have required no explanation to 
John’s audience can require a little research in the 
21st century. Let me give you a 20th century 
example of what I mean. 

In 1976, images like this suddenly began 
appearing everywhere.

Do those images mean anything to you? 
If you are old enough to remember 
Jimmy Carter, then you need no 
interpretation. Adults under 50, however, 
may need a little background information.

That is the way Revelation works. John 
draws bigger-than-life cartoons so that 
we might understand clearly. If those 
images are unclear, it is usually because 
we need a little historical information. 



Don’t sweat the small stuff

The second reason that Revelation is 
misunderstood is that readers sometimes 
focus too much on unimportant details. They 
analyze the book to death, and lose sight of 
the forest for the trees. The point of all those 
peanuts is that Jimmy Carter, peanut farmer, 
won the presidential election. That’s all. 
Peanuts are not taking over the world.

Some of you are probably suspicious by now. 
What do you mean, Revelation is not difficult, 
you may ask? If Revelation is not difficult, 
why are so many books written trying to 
explain its secrets? The truth is that some of 

the “experts” are honestly trying to find some hidden wisdom, but many are trying to find their 
own fortunes. 

This is our third source of confusion: greed. 

People who are worried about their own future are always willing to pay for a little assurance—
and there is always someone willing to give them that assurance for a price.

The Key to Understanding

Well then, if the book is so simple, how are we to understand it? All you need to do is keep 
those three words in mind. God’s gonna win. If the sentence you are reading seems confusing, 
step back and look at the big picture. It will point to those three words, every single time.

With those things in mind, let’s open the book and let it speak for itself.

Rev. 1:1

"What must soon take place."

The promise is that God will move SOON—not 
two or three thousand years ahead, but 
SOON. The Roman government had declared 
war on the church, and the Romans had never 
lost a war.

If this book is about the end of time, then God 
seems to offer very slim comfort to those in 
need. If God told the church that there was no 

immediate answer to their immediate need, 
then there may be no answer to our needs. But if Revelation is an answer to their needs then it 



is still an answer to everyone who needs God to move SOON. It is a promise of God’s action, 
not a crystal ball about the end of time.

Rev. 1:4

"To the seven churches that are in Asia."

Seven is a significant number in this type of 
literature. 

These seven churches were real churches 
that John knew as a pastor and as a bishop. 

But they stand for the entire church, perfect 
and complete. 

These letters are, therefore, to all churches, 
including our own.

Rev. 1:4-8: Doxology

In the midst of the most dire circumstances you can imagine, John begins with doxology—
literally, a word of praise. Regardless of the question, John knows the answer. Praise God. The 
point of this book is that God’s gonna win. God wins when we praise God. Doxology means God 
wins!

Rev. 1:9 

John understands that his church is suffering. 

In fact, this persecution is also known as the 
Great Tribulation. 

John has the credentials to speak to those 
who have paid the ultimate price. 

He, too, has been sentenced to death. But he 
knows he will live to write these letters to the 
whole church, because GOD’S GONNA WIN, 
and God’s gonna win SOON!



For now, however, John and his church must face a time of Tribulation. 

This is literally a great crushing blow, much 
like stepping on a bug. 

When you feel the weight of the world on 
your shoulders, when you feel you are 
crumbling under the pressure, that is 
tribulation. 

Over and over, John will tell you to face the 
tribulation with patient endurance. 

This is a weak translation of a complicated 
word. 

This is not about just waiting your turn and 
suffering in silence. 

In fact, for people who are under great 
tribulation, a call to stoicism would be 
abusive, not loving. That is not what Christ is 
about. 

This is the ability to bear up under pressure. 
It could well be translated, "grit."

Just as a lump of coal slowly turns to 
diamond under pressure, so a human soul 
grows stronger and brighter under pressure 
through this internal strength. And what is the 
source of that strength? John says it is 
Jesus, who is our companion in the suffering, 
the kingdom, and the grit. The boot heel will 
not crush us because Christ is standing 
beside us, bearing up the weight of the world.



“I was on the island called Patmos"

This is Patmos today, a sleepy resort on the 
Mediterranean sea. 

Not a bad place to spend the a little time! 

But in John’s day, Patmos was a notorious 
death camp. Here prisoners were forced to 
labor in the salt mines until they dropped 
dead. 

To add insult to injury, the Roman soldiers 
were paid in salt. John was forced to literally 
make money for the very forces that were 
persecuting his people. 
Can you imagine how hot and thirsty this 
work would be, while you were breathing salt 
dust?

Rev. 1:10
He was in the spirit on the Lord’s day. 

Now remember, he’s in a death camp, 
sentenced to backbreaking labor. 

Do you suppose the slave drivers cared that 
it was the Lord’s day? He was a prisoner, but 
he was free. 

Why was he free? Because God said so, and 
God’s gonna win. 

Sounds of glory and flashes of light transport John out of the prison. Let’s read this passage and 
notice how much light, brightness, and thunder shape the images. Now imagine what John was 
experiencing. As he emerged from the depths of the mine the light stabbed his eyes. The sun 
gleamed on the waves. The white of the salt all over the island was unbearably brilliant. The surf 
pounded and roared. So let’s look at that overwhelming light:



 



John’s heaven is paved with light, bathed with light, wrapped in light, with flashes of light, and 
moments of brilliance! John could have seen all this as a hellish prison. That would certainly 
have been true. But instead he saw the light of heaven gleaming on every grain of salt, every 
wave of the sea, and even on the swords of the guards. In the thunder of the waves he heard 
Christ’s voice. God was present, even on Patmos.

When your circumstances are most desperate, what do you see? If you let John show you 
where to look you can see all the way to heaven.

Now you are about to go back to the salt mines. Some of you are going to face terrible 
tribulations. But you are not going alone. Jesus Christ travels with you every step of the way. 
Christ will not let you be crushed. Even now,  you have begun to shine like diamonds under 
pressure. 
Hang on—because we know God’s gonna win—and it’s gems like you that show it’s true.


