
LIVING OUT THE WORD
September 4, 2022
2 Corinthians 9:6-15
The Kind of Givers We Become

CULTIVATE. What you put into something affects what you’ll get out of it! In practicing a 
sport, an instrument, a new language—your skill and your enjoyment depend on what 
you’ll invest in it. If you would enjoy Christ, what are you investing in Him? What next 
step(s) in walking with Jesus have you committed to or re-committed to? (6)

CHRIST: Time for a heart check: when God asks you to give, are you reluctant or 
hesitant? Do you feel like you have to, as if you’re being taxed? Are you cheerful in 
giving to what will matter most for eternity? Is giving something coming from your own 
heart, or something demanded of your heart from the outside? (7)

CARE: God doesn’t supply our needs abundantly for us to store it up selfishly. Read Luke 
12:15-21; has God given us more than we need so that we can “relax, eat, drink, and be 
merry”? We are “enriched in every way to be generous in every way” (11). Where have 
you been saving up for your own pleasure instead of giving to the poor and the gospel? 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CHURCH: When a church generously gives to those in need—especially Christians in 
need—the receivers overflow in thanksgiving! They long for and pray for those who 
gave to them (12, 14). What missionaries and ministries does our church give to? Pick 
up an update letter from our missions display at church to hear them say thank you!

COMMUNICATE: “Confession is to be more than the mouthing of pious clichés; it 
should lead to actions that speak louder than words” (David Garland). Submiting to 
Jesus’ rule over our lives includes not only our own freedom from the debt of sin, but our 
cheerful generosity to others in need. Does your gospel life make you generous? (13)

CELEBRATE: “Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!” (15) Could we ever find 
enough words to thank God for all that He has given? He has given us salvation, His 
Son Jesus, His grace, His daily blessings, His Holy Spirit, His promises, and hope for 
the future in Him. Spend some time thanking God for His generosity towards you!
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