
SERMON NOTES
August 28, 2022

2 Corinthians 8:16–9:5
Diligent Service, Ready Giving

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
August 28, 2022
2 Corinthians 8:16–9:5
Diligent Service, Ready Giving

MONDAY: “Thanks be to God,” Paul writes, “who put into the heart of Titus the same 
earnest care I have for you” (16). Just as Paul was diligent, committed, and eager to 
serve the Lord, he saw these same attitudes in Titus, too! Look for people who are 
faithful, available, teachable, and hungry to serve the Lord and celebrate them!

TUESDAY: The people being sent are beloved partners in ministry, not self-important 
delivery trucks throwing their weight around. Titus is Paul’s partner and fellow worker 
(23); another brother on this mission is best known for his preaching of the gospel! (18) 
Before you handle others’ money, are you faithful first in handling God’s good news?

WEDNESDAY: Paul wrote earlier, “whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all 
to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). These messengers carried out their duty “for the 
glory of the Lord himself” (19); they themselves are “the glory of Christ” (23), making 
Him known as they go. How have you let God’s glory shine in you this week?

THURSDAY: Groups like the ECFA, the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability, 
ensure that Christian organizations do what is honorable before God and man with their 
finances (20-21). Our church also has committees and gives regular updates to be 
accountable and transparent with any funds we receive. Did you know? Does it matter?

FRIDAY: While Paul, Titus, and the other two messengers take pains to show that they 
are trustworthy stewards of these gifts (16-24), Paul also calls on the church to honor 
their responsibility by getting their own gift ready to send (1-5). Do you diligently give to 
others in need, especially when you’re confident that your gift will be used well?

SATURDAY: Maybe it was dangerous for Paul to talk up how generous the church in 
Corinth was! But Paul realizes that, as he’s told others about their giving nature, both he 
and they would be embarrassed if they weren’t ready with their willing gift when Titus and 
his crew came. When is your next opportunity to give? How will you get ready for it? (1-5)
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