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2 Corinthians 2:1-11
Don’t Be Outwitted

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
May 29, 2022
2 Corinthians 2:1-11
Don’t Be Outwitted

MONDAY: The heart of Paul mirrors the heart of Jesus. They both bring us conviction of 
our sin, revealing where we have wronged our neighbors and broken fellowship with 
God and man. But they both continue to show us abundant love, that their joy would be 
the joy of others (3-4)! Thank God for His abiding love and joy towards us, always!

TUESDAY: The painful division this man caused didn’t stay between himself and Paul. It 
hurt the whole church body. The church body’s response matched this: the majority 
punished this person, likely by excluding him from fellowship. (5-6) Have you felt that 
“discipline” is the elders’ job, or church leaders’ job, but not yours? Why, or why not?

WEDNESDAY: The discipline that the Corinthian church used was not to cut off in the 
end, but to restore! Paul urged the church, now that discipline had had its good effect, to 
turn to forgive and comfort this man, reaffirming their love for him (7-8). Are you willing 
to forgive, comfort, and reaffirm someone who has been disciplined when he repents?

THURSDAY: Our mission at CEFC is “to make fervent and obedient disciples of Jesus 
Christ.” Would the Corinthian church obediently discipline this man who raised such 
division in their church? Or would they try to smooth things over … only to break off 
from Paul and his life-giving teaching? Let us be obedient in church family discipline! (9)

FRIDAY: Forgiveness is of highest importance to Paul—even towards someone who 
had been cutting him down behind his back. The key: Paul saw repentance. He knew 
that the discipline of the church had its effect to bring this man to lament what he had 
done. Are you prompt and willing to forgive those who repent of doing wrong? (10)

SATURDAY: Satan is more than sneaky: he is strategic. The devil would love for us to 
stay ignorant of his work. Imagine railing on the sins of others or calling down judgment on 
people far away while we persist in life’s simmering acids of anger, abuse, bitterness, and 
unforgiveness! How can we escape from our ignorance of the devil’s designs? (11)
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