
SERMON NOTES
January 23, 2022
Proverbs 3:19-35

How the World REALLY Works

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
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Proverbs 3:19-35
How the World REALLY Works

COMMUNICATE: It is increasingly odd in American society to believe: (1) that there is a 
God, (2) that He made the world and everything in it, and (3) that His wisdom—morals 
and decision-making that accord with Who He is—roots us in how to live well in His 
world. How do these beliefs prepare hearts to hear God’s good news in Jesus? (19-20)

CULTIVATE: You’ve played this game before: someone puts a ball under a plastic cup, 
mixes the cup around with two or three identical other cups, and then you select the one 
with the ball still under it. It demands your focus: don’t lose sight! How do we keep our 
attention on wisdom and discretion? What makes us lose that focus? (21)

CELEBRATE: Don’t take peace for granted! We aren’t owed security, but we find it as 
we live wisely. Do we assume that we deserve peace? Yet we can rest peacefully and 
without fear because of the protection God provides (remember Proverbs 2:6-20!). Stop 
and thank God right now for whatever peace and security you’ve felt this week! (22-26)

CULTURE: Many Christians are intensely driven by fear of godless social agendas and 
those who promote them. Yet we need not be “afraid of sudden terror or of the ruin of 
the wicked … for the LORD … will keep your foot from getting caught” (25-26). When 
does concern cross over into fear? How do godly people keep a holy calm about them?

CARE: Those we do business with are our neighbors: let’s love them as ourselves! 
Love your neighbors by paying your bills on time—so that businesses thrive, employees 
get their dues, and managers thank God for His provision! How do these verses guide 
us to live wisely—that is, with love—in business and beyond? (27-31)

AIM: The divisions Solomon makes here are sharp! The devious go one way, the 
upright another; wicked / righteous; scorners / humble; wise / fools. Do our actions fit us 
with those who bless, or those who do nothing (Matt. 25:31-46)? With the humble whom 
He lifts up, or the proud whom He opposes (James 4:6, 1 Pet. 5:5)?
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