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Proverbs 1:1-9
The Beginnings of Wisdom

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
December 26, 2021
Proverbs 1:1-9
The Beginnings of Wisdom

CULTURE: The king of Israel himself, the most honored and most sought-after person 
in the kingdom, was a wise man (1). Do you seek out wise people in your own life? 
Many people come to church for community or like-mindedness, but would you join a 
church to share in its wisdom? Why, or why not? Why have others joined here?

CULTIVATE: Wisdom has several levels to it; it’s many-sided, like a stunning diamond 
(2-3). That’s why someone who is wise and understanding finds that they never “arrive” 
at wisdom: they increase in learning and they continue to obtain guidance (5). On what 
subject have you built up wisdom on several levels? How do you press on for more?

CARE: Wisdom is for everyone: the simple, youth, wise, and understanding alike. 
Praise God that He pours out His wisdom generously to all, without finding fault (James 
1:5)! How does imparting wisdom to others show care for them? How can you help 
others who are hurting because they lack wisdom in parts of their lives? (4-5)

AIM: The entry-point for knowledge is this: the fear of the LORD (7). He orients us to 
reality. Knowing (or not knowing) His power, justice, mercy, and goodness shades every 
action and reaction every day. What if the most important thing about you is what you 
think about God? What are the five biggest truths you know and trust about Him? 

COMMUNICATE: Is the gospel wisdom? Sometimes we stunt God’s good news by 
trying to pass on a minimum of knowledge, lowering its demands for our heart, soul, 
mind and strength. What if the gospel, the fear of the LORD, is where knowledge, 
wisdom, and instruction begin? (7) How do you pass on the fear of the LORD?

CELEBRATE: Kids often resent or rebel against their parents’ well-intentioned advice. 
But Solomon calls it “a graceful garland … and pendants for your neck” (8-9). There’s 
great honor and reward in listening to the wisdom our parents have earnestly tried to 
pass on to us! Slow down to recall when their guidance has brought you real benefit.
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