
SERMON NOTES
October 31, 2021

Various Scriptures
Love Your Neighbor, Including the Pharisee

Why do I need to hear these passages of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of these passages?

What are the main takeaways walking through these passages?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
October 31, 2021
Various Scriptures
Love Your Neighbor, Including the Pharisee

CELEBRATE: God never gives up on people—even on Pharisees! He taught 
Nicodemus how to be saved (John 3). He appeared to and saved Saul of Tarsus, that 
worst of sinners (1 Tim. 1:12-15), on his way to imprison and kill Christians (Acts 9)! Will 
you hold out hope for religious hypocrites to change? Will you rejoice when they do?

COMMUNICATE: When Jesus said, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
Son …” (John 3:16), He was with a Pharisee! And when He explained the greatest 
commandments, it was because a Pharisee had asked him (Matt. 22:34-40). Why do 
Pharisees need to hear the gospel? How would you share God’s good news with one?

CULTIVATE: As they kept up appearances and attended to fine details of tithing, the 
Pharisees neglected “the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and 
faithfulness” (Matt. 23:23, Luke 11:42) and excused inner greed and self-indulgence 
(Matt. 23:25, Luke 11:39). What helps you keep focused on the main thing with God?

CARE: The legacy of the Pharisees was anti-care: shutting people out of the kingdom 
of heaven, devouring widows’ houses (Matt. 23:13-14)! They craved attention for the 
care they did give—even blowing trumpets (6:2)! Do you expect recognition for your 
good works towards others? Are you content to do good without it being known?

CULTURE: Jesus warns His disciples about the Pharisees in a way that He doesn’t 
about the Samaritans. He warns them to beware their “leaven”—to take care that their 
teaching (Matt. 16:12) and practices (Matt. 23:3) don’t affect or infect them! How can a 
Pharisee-like approach to faith appeal to us? How does it get out of hand?

AIM: The Pharisees were very Bible-based, but they lost sight of God’s message of 
justice and mercy. They outwardly glorified God, yet inwardly were full of enmity, anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, and envy (cp. Gal. 5:20ff). What, or who, would alert 
you to becoming a Pharisee: having religious passion, but a wrong heart within?
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