
SERMON NOTES
October 3, 2021

Exodus 12:43—13:16
The Passover and the Firstborn

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
October 3, 2021
Exodus 12:43—13:16
The Passover and the Firstborn

CULTURE: If the foreigner, the slave, or the sojourning stranger want to celebrate the 
Passover (43-49), they must be brought into Israel by circumcision. In doing so they 
become as natives of the land and may participate. Is it important that those who take 
the Lord’s Supper join the people of God, by membership or baptism? Why or why not?

CELEBRATE: God repeatedly commands the celebration of the Passover! “All the 
congregation shall keep it” (47); “remember this day” (3); “you shall keep this service in 
this month” (5) “at its appointed time from year to year” (10). Why is celebration so 
important in the Christian life? What do we lose when we stop celebrating our God?

AIM: After the Passover plague, God declares to Moses that all the firstborn males of 
man and beast are His (1). God judged Pharaoh’s stubbornness by killing all the 
firstborn; now His people submit to God in sacrifice and redemption (15). If Jesus is 
called the “firstborn” and the “Passover lamb,” what does that mean for us?

CARE: God not only brought His people out of slavery, but He will bring them into the 
land He swore to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey (5). He 
not only rescues us from slavery to sin, but He promises satisfaction, joy, and peace! 
How can you delight not only in rescuing those in need but in leading them into peace?

COMMUNICATE: By our celebration and our sacrifice we are witnesses to our children. 
We explain to them why we celebrate (8); we lead them to ask us, “What does this 
mean?” (14-15) Statistically, dads have a uniquely strong impact on their children’s 
future walk with God. Are you making the most of your opportunity with your kids?

CULTIVATE: In the phylacteries (little Scripture boxes) that devout Jews wear today, 
this Scripture (13:1-16) is written inside! They literally wear God’s Word as a sign or 
mark on their hands (9), and as a memorial or frontlet between their eyes (16). How can 
you make Scripture as close to you as your hands and your eyes every day?
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