
SERMON NOTES
September 1, 2021

Exodus 7:8—8:19
The Power of God and the Heart of Pharaoh

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
September 1, 2021
Exodus 7:8—8:19
The Power of God and the Heart of Pharaoh

AIM: God had more in mind when He told Aaron to cast down his staff into a snake 
(7:8-12). By swallowing up the magicians’ staves, this snake-symbol of power 
demonstrated the unmatchable power of God. In the future, the Red Sea would likewise 
swallow up Pharaoh and his army! What makes you amazed at the power of God?

CELEBRATE: We remember God saying the phrase, “Let my people go.” Fewer people 
remember God continuing, “that they may serve Me” (7:16; 8:1). God set us free in 
Christ, not for slavery to our passions and pleasures, but to serve and worship Him. 
Have you used your freedom in Christ more to serve yourself, or to worship God?

CULTIVATE: God plagues the Nile so that Pharaoh would know that He is the LORD 
(7:17). Later, Moses tells Pharaoh to set the time for the plague to end so that Pharaoh 
may know that there is no one like the LORD our God (8:9-10). Why does it matter to 
God that the Egyptians, who are not His people, would also know Him and His power?

CULTURE: The plagues hit not just Pharaoh, but all his people (7:18-21; 8:4, 11-14; 
8:17). In the church, when one member of the body suffers, we all suffer with it; when 
one member is honored, all rejoice together (1 Cor. 12:26). How are you working to help 
those suffering around you? How are you honoring your brothers and sisters in Christ?

CARE: Despite Pharaoh’s oppression of Israel, and despite his stubbornness and 
hardness of heart (7:13, 23), Moses pleads with the LORD for Pharaoh (8:8-10). We too 
must seek God in prayer to bless even for those who are hardhearted towards us. Have 
you been reluctant to love your enemies and bless those who curse you? (Lk. 6:27-28)

COMMUNICATE: God has only begun to show His power; these plagues are irritating, 
but more dangerous plagues are coming. The message gets across to the magicians by 
the third plague: “This is the finger of God” (8:19). When you give the good news, do 
you urge others to flee the wrath that is to come? Or avoid temporary irritation only?
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